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declared to be inherent in them, and efpecially in 
the prefent cafe, which was of Port Duties, which 
had heretofore been admitted to belong to Parlia- 
ment, and now were to be’taken away by a refine- 
ment, which, however it might read in American 
news papers, would never be heard in the two 
Houtles ; which allowed of no diftinctions in what 
they fhould think fit to enact for America. I 
added, that if they fhould think proper to addrefs 
his Majefty’s Secretary of State upon this occafion, 
it was my Official bufinefs to take the charge of it, 
and I fhould faithfully remit it, whatever the con- 
tents were ; and if they put.it into other hands, I 
fhould remonftrate again{t it as being irregular and 
unconftitutional for any addreffes to pafs from an 
Affembly (where the King has a Reprefentative 
prefiding) to his Majefty, either directly or in- 
directly, except through the mediation of his Repre- 
fentative. 

As foon as the Affembly met, the Houfe ordered 
the Conimiffion of the Commiffioners of the Cuf 
toms, which was reciftered in the Secretary’s office, 
to be brought in and read, and then appointed a 
Committee to confider the State of the Province, 
and report. “his Committee reported a letter to 
Mr. De Berdt their Agent, and another to your 
Lordfhip : thefe being very long, they took many 
days ‘confideration, in which many offenfive paf- 
fages were ftruck out; tho’ I am told there ftill 
remain, at leaft in the letter to Mr. De Berdt, 
feveral bold expreffions. Thefe two letters took 
up eighteen days, after which the Committee re- 

orted an addrefs to the King, which was con- 
cluded and agreed upon in four or five days more. 
‘When the two firft letters were finifhed, I direéted 
the Secretary to afk the Speaker, to let me have a 
fight of them, as I had been always ufed to do 
Mm 
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in like cafes, without ever being refufed. The 
Speaker faid he muft advife about it; and after- 
wards told the Secretary, that there was an order 
of the Houfe, that no copies fhould be taken, and 
therefore he could not let me have them. ‘The 
Secretary replied, that that was no objection to my 
feeing them, for that I did not want any copy, and 
would give him any affurance that no copy fhould 
be taken, whilft in my hands; and advifed him to 
fee me. The Speaker came to me, and repeating 
his difficulties, offered to take the opinion of the 
Houfe. I told him he fhould not move the Houfe 
in my natne, for I would not put it in their power 
to refufe me this; that I had already waited five 
days for a fight of thofe papers; -and if he would 
not let me have it now, I fhould take it as a refufal, 
and fhould acquaint the Secretary of State with it ; 
he ftill faid, that he would endeavour to get leave to 
fhew them to me; but nothing has been done. I 
mutt add, that I by no means apprehend this. be 
an affront to my perfca, but my office; forsat this 
time the Speaker himfelf feemed uncommonly de- 
firous ‘by fome other means to perfuade me of his 
refpect; and the Houfe, from the time of the open- 
ing the Seffion to this day, has fhewn their difpofi- 
tion to avoid all difpute with me, every thing hav- 
ing paffed with as much good humour as I could 
defire, except only their continuing to aét in ad- 
dreffing the King, remonftrating to the Secretary of 
State, and employing a feparate agent, as if they 
were the States General of the Province, without a 
Governor or a King’s Council. 

It is the importance. of this innovation, without 
any wilfulnefs of my own, which induces me to 
make this remonftrance to your Lordfhip, at a 
time when I have a fair profpect of having in all 
other bufinefs nothing but good to fay of .the pro- 
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céedings of this Houfe, I mean fo far as their dif 
pofition has hitherto appeared. 3 
A. true cc py. 





Extratl of a Letter from Governor Bernard, to tbe 
Earl of Shelburne, dated Botton, 30% January, 
1768. : 

T Received your Lordfhip’s letter No. 11, by the 
November mail, which arrived here this day 

fe’nnight, the October mail, which has other letters 
of your Lordfhip for me, is not arrived here, tho? 
by the accounts we have, it is daily expected; I 
have therefore at prefent only to fay, that I hall 
regard the letter now received rather for my own 
inftruction, than a direCtion to others. The time 
is not yet come when the Houfe is to be moved 
again{t. popular printers, however profligate and 
flagitious. But if there was a view of fuccefs, I 
fhouidby no means think it proper to make fuch 
an attempt now when the Houfe fhows fo good a 
difpofition to a reconciliation to: government, of 
which they have given good proof, fince the date 
of my former letter. They have aéted in all things, 
even in their remonftrance (as far as I who have 
not been allowed a ficht of it cam learn) with tem- 
per and moderation: they have avoided fome fub- 
jects of difpute, and have laid a foundation: for re~ 
moving fome caufes of former altercations : I fpeak 
this only from private report, nothing of this kind 
very material having as yet come up to me. 

But in one thing the Houfe has fhown itfelf 
contra-agent to the faction, who want again to em- 
broil America. There is no doubt but. the prin- 
cipal defign in forming :thefe remonftrances was to: 
fet an example to the reft of America, and produce 
a general clamour from every “other Affembly- 
: againit. 
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againft the late acts. This was partly defeated by 
my refufing to call the Affembly:before the ufual 
time; and again by the Houfe refolving to form 
their remonftrance in fuch a manner that it fhould 
not of neceffity be made public ; but tho’ this laft 
intention was quite inconfiftent with the purpofe of 
communicating the fubftance of their remonttrance 
to the other Affemblies, yet it did not difcourage 
the party from attempting it; the Houfe was ac- 
cordingly moved that a day be affigned to take 
into confideration the propriety of informing the 
other governments with their proceedings againit 
the late aéts, that, if they thought fit, they might 
join therein. Upon the day this was ftrongly op- 
pofed and fully debated ; it was faid by the oppofers 
of the motion, that this would be confidered at 
home as appointing another congrefs, and perhaps 
the former was not yet forgot. Upon the clofe of 
the debate, it was carried in the negative by at leaft 
two to one. Noone tranfaction in the Houfe has 
given me fo great hopes that they are returning to 
a right fenfe of their duty and their true mtereft, as 
this has done: and I hope it will make fome atone 
ment for their remonftrances. 

A true copy. 





Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard, to the Kort 
of Shelburne, dated Bofton, 24 February, 1768. 
My Lord, 

Have juft now received a packet from your 
Lordfhip’s office (thirteen days after it arrived 
at New-York) containing among other papers your 

Lordfhip’s letters No. g and 10, and the duplicate of 

your Lordfhip’s letter No. 8. (the orginal having 

not as yet come to hand.) I_am much obliged to 
your Lordfhip for reprefenting my condué to his 
. A 4 Majelty 
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CoP 
Majefty fo as to obtain for me his gracious appro- 
bation. Sey 
I fhall make fuch a prudent and proper ufe of 
this letter, as I hope will perfectly reftore the peace 
and tranquillity of this Province, for which purpofe, 
confiderable fteps have already been made, by the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives. Iam, &c. 
FRA. BERNARD: 
A true copy. | 





Extra& of a Letter from Governor Bernard, to the | 
Earl of Shelburne, dated Bofton, February 18, 
1708. , 


R* my letter No. 2, I informed your Lordfhip 
that a motion in the Houfe for circulating. a 
copy of their proceedings againft the late aéts of 
Parliament, to all the Affemblies on the Continent, 
had been rejected by above two to one; and that I 
formed promifing conclufions from this defeat of 
the factious party ; but I was too hafty in my ap- 
probation of the conduét.of the Houfe.. This was 
too great a point to be given up ; the party therefore 
refolved to make another effort, and having pre- 
pared the way by privately tampering with, and 
influencing particulars, they moved that all the 
former proceedings upon this bufinefs:fhould be 
obliterated out of the Journal, which being agreed 
to, the way became clear for another motion that 
a Committee fhould be appointed to prepare a cir= 
cular Jetter to the feveral Speakers of the Affem- 
blies upon the continent, containing an abftract of 
their remonftrances again{t the late aéts, and a 
defire that the other Affemblies would join with 
them ; a letter was prefently reported and agreed 
to by the Houte.. 

As 
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As foon as I knew that this was paft, I got the 
Speaker to come to me, and in the prefence of the 
Secretary required a copy of the Circular Letter that 
I might tranfmit it to your Lordfhip, to whom} 
faid I fhould be obliged to fend an account of this 
extraordinary proceeding, which I feared would be 
thought fimilar to the congrefs in 1765. He faid 
that he did not doubt but that it would be eafily 
obtained, with the leave of the Houfe. He ac- 


cordingly afked the leave .of the Houfe the next. 


day, which he not only obtained for the CODY in 
queftion, but alfo for the other proceedings of 
which he had. refufed me the fight fome time 
before. 

I-now fend your Lordfhip a copy of this Circular 
Letter, which I would animadvert upon, if the 
time would permit ; at prefent I will only make 
two obfervations : rift, That this prefent  under- 
taking is calculated to inflame the whole continent, 
and engage them to join together in another difpute 
with the Parliament, about the authority . of the 
latter; altho’ the prefent fubjeét matter was pro- 
feffedly allowed by the Americans themfelves, to be 
within the bounds of the power of Parliament, at 
the time of the former difpute. adly, That the 
diftinctions, by means of. which they now transfer 
the matters contained in the late act of Parliament, 
from the range of what they before conceded to 
Parliament, to that of what they before denied, is 
equally conclufive of all aéts of Parliament im- 
pofing duties in any of the American ports ; and 
confequently, if the laft act fhould be given up to 
thofe pretenfions, all other acts of American reve- 
nue muft follow. I fhall write fully to your Lord- 
Ship upon this fubject, when I have leifure to re- 
view the proceedings of this Seffion. 

A true copy. 
Extraé 
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Extra of a Letter from’ Governor Bernard, to the 
Earl of Shelburne, dated Bofton, March 5¢h, 
1768. : | 

G7 Esrervay I prorosuéd the Géneral Affembly, 

Y after a Seffion of above nine weeks, the 

greateft part of which was fpent in animadverting 

upon, and counter-working the late acts of Parlia- 
ment concerning the revenue, fo that there was not 
time enough to do the Provincial bufinefs, nor even 
all of that which I recommended to them at the 
opening of the Seffion; fome of the productions 
of thefe animadverfions, will come to your Lord: 
fhip directly from the Speaker of the Houfe. } 

The circular letter to the reft of the Colonies, J 
have already fent to your Lordfhip ; there is a letter, 

{am told, from the Houfe to the Lords of the 

Treafury, but there is no ‘occafion for my commu: 

nicating that; I now fend a copy of the refolves of 

the Houfe upon importations and manufactures ; it 
is fo decently and catitioufly worded, that at 
another time it would fcarce have given offence: 
but they boaft of it, as it was meant to be a cons 
firmation of the Bofton refolves. 

On February 28th, appeared in the Bofton Gazetté 

a virulent libel againft me.—I had never beforé 

taken any ‘notice of the libels publifhed in the 

Bofton Gazette; but this was attended with f6 

many circumftances of flagitiouf{nefs that I did not 

think I could with fafety to the Government pafs 
it by unnoticed; I therefore next morning laid it 
before the Council at a very full board, there being 
twenty prefent, which is the whole number but 
three. It was received with general deteftation ; 
moft of the Gentiemen fpoke to teftify their ab- 
horrence of it, and it was remarkable that fomé of 
thofe who heretofore had been inclined’ to the 
popular fide, were moft loud in their aad: 
: Oo 
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of this outrage. In the end they unanimoufly ad- 
vifed:me to lay it before the- two Houfes of the 
General Court, that is, themfelves in their legifla- 
tive capacity, and the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 
This I did bya meffage to each, in the terms in- 
clofed, which are the fame except in the proper 
diftin@tions. 

The Board appointed a Committee to prepare an 
anfwer to my. meflage, which was reported and 
agreed upon unanimoufly by the fame number as 
before mentioned: In the Houfe, which was grown 
thin, and evacuated. by the friends of government in 
ereater proportion than the opponents, it had not 
the fame fuccefs. They laboured with all their 
might to prevent the paper being ceniured. fe 
was debated a whole afternoon, and adjourned te 
the. next morning, during which interval all the 
ufual, practices of tampering with the Menibers 
were employed, and the next day upon a vote the 


confideration of the libel was difmiffed. The chie¥ 


argument. ufed for this purpofe was, that as there 
was, no name ufed, it was not a libel in law, and 
would not be confidered fo in a court of juftice; iz 
was finally agreed, that the meflage as inclofed fhouid 
be fent tome. The faction carried their points by 
fmall majorities; upon the laft queftion the num- 
ers W irty-nl ater of whic 
b ere thirty-nine to thirty, the greater of whicle 
is about one third part of the whole Houle; upon 
this occafion —— behaved in the Houfe like a 
madman ; he abufed every one in authority, and 
efpecially the Council, in the groffeft terms. 

The next morning he’ came into the Council- 
chamber, before the Board met; and having reac 
is : 
the Council’s addrefs, he with oaths and impreca- 
tions vowed vengeance upon the whole Council at 

m ~ 1 a 
the next election, and told one Counfellor whe 
happened. to be there, that he never fhould fit at 

that 
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that Board after his year was out. This isthe man 
who makes fuch a difturbance about my ufing my 
negative in the appointment. of Councellors; the 
annual election of whom is the canker-worm of the 
conftitution of this government. 

It may -be expected that after fuch ftrong decla- 
rations again{t this libel, the Council would have 
joined with me in the profecution of the printers, 
but that could not be brought about; it was known 
that I intended to move that bufinefs, and there- 
fore one of the Board, in the name of fome of my 
friends, was fent to me to advife the contrary. It 
was fuggefted, it would be better to leave the mat- 
ter where it ftood, with a continued unanimity of 
the (almoft) whole Council, than by proceeding 
farther to divide them, efpecially as it was thought 
probable that a vote for a profecution might not be 
obtained. I was fatisfied with thefe reafons, and 
declined making any further motion. This is one 
of the confequences of that fatal ingredient in this 
conftitution, the election of the Council, which will 
always weaken this government, fo that the beft 
management will never make its weight capable of 
being put in the fcales againft that of the people, 
tho’ the late act of Parliament will do much toward 
it. However, I ordered the Attorney-general to 
procure informations, fo that if a profecution may 
hereafter be thought advifable, it may be practica- 
ble. But after all, thefe printers are-anfwerable to 
Great-Britain, an hundred times more than they are 
to this; and while that debt remains unfatisfied, we: 
ought not to complain that it is not paid here. 

I had intended when I prorogued the General 
Court, to have made a fhort {peech to the Houfe, in 
anfwer to their laft meffage on your Lordfhip’s let- 
ter; but their publifhing that meflage in one of 
their papers, and that virulent libel in the next, 
fhewed 
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fhewed fuch a determined defign to mifreprefent me 
to the people, that I was obliged to enter more Tully 
into my juftification than I intended to have done at 
firft; and accordingly I delivered the fpeech inclo- 
fed: I flatter myfelf it will have very good effects 
from the general approbation it has received from 
all parties in this town ; it is intended to open the 
eyes of the people, to the wickednefs of this fac- 
tious junto, though perhaps they will not fee it 
clearly till they feel fome of the effects of its machi- 
nations, which cannot fail of coming upon them in 
fome fhape or other, as they are now going on. 
A true copy, 





Extra of a letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl 
of Shelburne, dated Bofton, March 12, 1768. 


INCE I wrote my laft the fuperior Court has 
been. opened at Bofton, upon which occafion 
the Chief Juftice (Lieutenant Governor) made a 
long and forcible charge to the Grand Jury upon 
the fubject of the libels publifhed in the Bofton Ga- 
zette, and particularly that which has been lately 
animadverted upon by the Council. This fo fenfibly 
affected the Grand Jury and all the hearers of it, that 
it left no doubt in the mind of any one prefent, that 
the Grand Jury would find a bill againit the prin- 
ters. And they themfelves had fo little doubt of it, 
that as foon as they came out of Court they fent for 
the Attorney General, and directed him to prepar 
a Bill againft the next morning. 

But in the interval, the faction who conducts 
that paper, was indefatigable in tampering with the 
Jury, fo that when the bufinefs was refumed the 
next day, that Bill was oppofed fo effectually that 
it paffed in the negative by a {mall majority, fome 
fay of one only. Upon this occafion the managers 
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( 14) 
of the paper were feen publickly to haunt the Grand 
Jury-men wherever they went. 

Senfible people who have a regard for their 
country are much concerned at this defeat of Juf- 
tice. They fay that it is a fymptom of fuch ex- 
treme weaknefs in the Government, that it affords 
little hopes of its recovery. And indeed I do not 
expect the Government will ever recover its autho- 
rity without aid from fuperior Powers. If the op- 
pofition was directed only againft perfons and mea- 
fores, a reconciliation might and would foon take 
pisce, and all might be well again.’ But men and 
meafures are only nominal defendants, the autho- 
rity cf the King, the fupremacy of Parliament, the 
fuperiority of Government, are the real objects. of 
the attack, and a general levelling of all the powers 
of Government, and reducing’ it into the hands of 
the whole people, is what is aimed at, and will, at 
feaft in fome degree, fucceed, without fome~exter- 
nal afliftance. The Council, which formerly ufed 
to be revered by the people, has loft its weight, 
and notwithftanding their late fpirited exertion, is 
in general timid and irrefolute, efpecially when 
the annual election draws near. ‘That fatal ingre- 
dient in the compofition of this conftitution is the 
bane of the whole, and never will the royal fcale be 
balanced with that of the people till the weight of 
the Council is wholly put into the former, ‘The 
making the Council independent of the people 
(even though they fhould ftill receive their original 
appointment from them) would go far to cure all 
the diforders which this Government is fubjeét to, 
But, my Lord, whiift I am treating of the conftitu- 
tional imbecility of the Council, I muft not forget 
my promife that I would reprefent to his Majeity 
the public fpirited conduét of the Council during 
this Jaft Seffion, I muft therefore beg leave “ al- 
ure 








( 15°) 

fure your Lordfhip, that in many tranfactions in 
this laft Seffion, the Council have in general fhown 
great attention to the fupport of the Government 
and the welfare of the people, and haye upon many 
occafions fhewn a refolution and fteadinefs in pro- 
moting his Majefty’s fervice, which would have 
done honour to his Majefty’s appointment if they 
had wholly held their places under it, which makes 
it more to be lamented ‘that fuch men fhould be 
fubjected to be continually threatned to be turned out 
of their places, whenever they exercife the dictates 
of their own judgments in contravention to the fury 
of a feditious demagogue. 

I muft not omit to do juftice to the fpirited con- 
duét of the Lieutenant Governor, in his function 
of Chief Juftice. It gives me great pleafure to fay, 
that I can depend upon his refolution and fteadinefs 
as much as I can upon my own; and am affured 
that there will be no want of a due enforcement of 
the laws to the correction of the -prefent abuies, 
Where there is a failure of this exertion, it will 
arife either from the defaults of Juries, or from the 
controul which in this defencelefs Government the 
common people fometimes exercife over the. laws, 
efpecially the laws of Great Britain. The Chief 
Juftice has been much preft to print his charge; 
but has hitherto declined it.. However, he has re- 
duced it to writing, that if it fhould be mifrepre- 
fented in the Bofton Gazette (as from the great 
licentioufnefs which reigns here is very probable) 
he may be able to juftify himfelf. In the mean 
time, as he has begun with thefe printers, he will, 
[ dare fay, purfue his purpofe; and as the publica- 
tion of this’ paper is a crime committed in every 
county in the province, it is probable, that ano- 
ther Grand Jury may not be fo regardlefs of their 
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oath and their duty to their country, as this has 
been. Iam, &c. | 

FRA. BERNARD, 
A true copy. | 


Copy of a letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl of 
Shelburne, dated Bolton, March 19th, 1768. 


My Lord, 

| ce be that the appointment of Commiffio- 

ners of Cuftoms, in America, would have made 
it unneceffary for me to have troubled your Lord- 
fhip with any reprefentations upon the fubject of 
the Cuftoms. But I fee fuch an oppofition to the 
Commiffioners and their Officers, and fuch a‘de- 
fiance to the Authority by which they are appoint- 
ed continually growing, that I can no longer ex- 
cufe my informing your -Liordfhip of the detail of 
facts from whence the moft dangerous confequences 
are to be expected. 

It is fome time fince there have been frequently 
reports of. infurrections intended, in which it has 
been faid the houfes of one or more of the Com- 
miffioners and their Officers would be pulled down; 
two were more particularly fixed upon. Upon one 
of thefe nights a number of lads about a hundred, 
paraded the town with a. drum and horns, paffed by 
the Council Chamber whilft I was fitting there in 
Council, affembled before Mr, Paxtan’s (a Com- 
miffioner’s) houfe, and huzza’d, and to the number 
of at leaft. fixty lufty fellows (as I am affured) 
invefted Mr. Burch’s (another Commiffioner’s) houfe 
for fome time, fo that his Lady and children were 
obliged to go out at the back door to avoid 
the danger which was threatened. This kind of 
difturbance was kept up’ all the evening, and after 
all was treated as the diverfion of a few boys, a 

, matter 











( 7.) 
matter of no. confequence. This was I think of 
March the ath. 
After this it was reported that the infurre@tion 
was poftponed till March 18, which was the an- 
niyerfary of the repeal of. the Stamp-Act, upon 
which day Effigies were to be exhibited, and two 
perions, Mr. Paxton a Commiffioner, and: Mr. Wil- 
liams one of the Infpectors General, were mentioned 
as devoted to the refentment of the mob. I took 
all the pains I could to difcover the truth of this 
report, but could get no other anfwer, but affurances 
that no fuch thing would be done or fuffered. On 
the very day before I {poke with the mof: knowing 
men I could procure, who were very pofitive that 
no Effigies would. be hung up, and yet late that 
evening I had certain advice that Effigies were pre- 
pared, but it was too late to do any thing, and my 
information was of that nature I could not make 
ufe of it in public. 

Early the next morning the Sheriff came to me 
to inform. me that the E‘fhigies of Mr.’Paxton and 
Mr. Williams were hanging upon Liberty-tree. I had 
the day before appointed a Council to meet, and 
now lent round to get them together as foon as pof- 
fible it might be. Before I went to Council I learned 
that: the Effigies had- been taken. down: by fome 
of the neighbouts without any oppofition. 

At Council I fet forth in {trong terms the atro- 
cioufnefs of this infult, the danger of it’s being fol- 
lowed by aétual violence, and the neceffity there 
was of providing for the prefervation of the peace 
of the town. But all I could fay made no impref- 
fion upon the Council, they perievered in treating 
the affair as of no confequence, and affuring me 
that there was no danger of any commotion. After 
they had given their opinion as in the inclofed copy 
of the minutes, Ireceived a letter from the Comes 
B muifioners, 
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{ 18 ) 
miffioners, fetting forth the infult they had receiy- 

ed, the danger they apprehended, and defiring the 

protection of the government. I communicated 

this to the Council, and propofed that they fhould 

reconfider this bufinefs; but finding them not in- 

clined to depart from their opinion as before given, 

I adjourned the reconfideration till the afternoon. 

In the afternoon upon the queftion being put to 
them again, they adhered to thew former opinion. 

I fhould have mentioned before, that under alt 
thefe affurancesI had, that there would be no diftur- 
bances, it was never underftodd that the day the 
anniverfary of the repeal of the Stamp-Act fhould 
not be celebrated accordingly at break of day 
there were beating of drums, and firing of guns 
heard, and the whole:town was adorned. with fhips: 
colours, and to add to the celebration, the feaft 
. of Saint Patrick being the day before was poftponed. 
to this day. 

However, great pains were taken by the feleétmen: 
of the town, and fome other gentlemen, that the 
feftivity fhould not produce a riot in the evening, 
and fo far it fucceeded that it produced terror only, 
and not actual mifchief. a 

There was a number of gentlemen dined at two 
taverns near the town-houfe, on the occafion of 
the day. Thefe broke up in good time; after which: 
many of the fame and other gentlemen kept to- 
gether at the coffee-houfe (one of the taverns). all: 
the evening. Thefe prevented the lighting a bon- 
fire in that ftreet, which was feveral times attempt- 
ed, and would probably have been a prelude to 
action. But the affembling a great number of 
people of all kinds, fexes and ages, many of which: 
fhewed a great difpofition to the utmoft diforder, 
could not be prevented. There were many hun- 
dreds of them paraded the ftreets with yells and out- 
CICS 
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cries which were quite terrible. I had in my houfe 
Mr. Burch one of the Commiffioners, and his lady 
and children, who had the day before moved ta 
our houfe for fafety. 

I had alfo with me the Lieutenant-Governor and 
Sheriff of the county. But I had taken no fteps ta 
fortify my houfe, not being willing to fhow an ap 
prehenfion of danger to myfelf. But at one time 
there was {fo terrible a yell from the mob going by, 
that it was apprehended that they were breaking in, 
but it was not fo. However, it caufed the fame 
terror as if it had been fo; and the lady, a {tranger 
to this country, who chofe our houfe for an afylum, 
has not recovered it as yet. They went on and in- 
vetted Mr. Williams’s houfe, but he thewed him- 
felf at a window, and told them that he was ready 
for their reception, and they went off, and either 
did not intend or dared not to attack his houfe. 
They alfo at two different times about midnight 
made outcries about Mr. Paxton’s houfe, out of 
mere wantonnefs to terrify his family. ihe whole 
made it a very terrible night to thofe who thought 
themlelves objects of the popular fury; and yet if 
I fhould complain of it, I fhould be told that it was 
hothing but the common effects of feftivity and 
rejoicing, and there was no harm intended. 

Your Lordfhip will perhaps afk what I have been 
doing all this while, that this fpirit of diforder is 
got to fuch a pitch; I anfwer, every thing in my 
power to prevent it; fince firft thefe tumults were 
apprehended, the Commiffioners, with whom (I 
mean four of the five) Iam upon the moft intimate 
terms, have often afked me, what fupport to their 
office, or protection for themfelves, I can afford: 
Ianfwer, None in the world. For tho’ I am allow. 
ed to proceed in the ordinary bufinefs of the Go- 
yernment without interruption; in the bufinefs of 
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( 26.) 
a popular SppongoD to the Laws of Great Britawi 
fotinded upon the pretent fions of Rights and Privi- 
leges, I have not the fhadow of authority or power. 
I am juft now in the by uation I was in about two 
years ago, fure to be made obnoxious to the madnefs 
of the People, by ts ae nony I am obliged to 
bear againft it, and yet left t expoled to their refent- 
ment without any poflible refort of protection. I 
am then alked why I don’t Daly for troops, as well 
to fupport the King’s Government as to protedt the 
perfons of his Officers. I anfwer, becaufe I don’t 
think it proper or prud lent to make fuch applcation 
upon my own opinion ty 
All the King’s Governors are directed to take the 
advice of the Council j in ASE movements; and 
in this Government where the Governor is in a more 
peculiar manner obliged to have the advice of the 
Council for almoft every thing he does, it would 
be dangerous to act in fuch an important bufineis 
without fuch advice. And it is in vain to put fuch 
a queftion to the Council, for, confidering the in- 
fluence they are under from their being creatures of 
the people, and the perfonal danger they would be 
fubject to in affifting in ‘the reftraining them, ‘it is 
not probable that the utmoft ex Soe of mifchief 
and danger would induce them to advile fuch a: 
meafure. I have once before sifel the experiment 
when the danger was more urgent and immediate 
than itis now ; and the fuccefs then fully convinced 
me that it is to no pura ever again to repeat ‘the 
qactice His Majefty’s Minifters have within thele 
three years been fully acquainted with the defence- 
éfs ftate of this Government, and therefore I-truft 
that [ihall be excufed leaving it intirely to the Ad- 
miniftration to determine upon an edi ire, which 
they are much more able to juc \ec of, and be an- 
{werable for; than I. can be. -1 hall -have danger 
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and trouble enough w fuch orders arrive, tho’ I 
keep ever fo clear of aan S or promoting them. 
Thefe, my Lord, are the I have given 
to the Commiffioners in the courfe of converiation 
which I have thought proper to rec apitulate in this 
place for my own vindication if it thould be need- 
ful. I fhould have mentioned efore, but for not 
interrupting the narrati ve, ates in the Debate at the 
Council one gentleman faid that there were affocia- 
tions formed for preferving pci peace of the town ; 

I faid that I had not been made acquainted Wi th 
them, that if there were any fuch they ought to 
have been formed with ny privity, and confirmed 
by my authority. That if a general affociation for 
fupy ortine the auth nority of the Government and 
prefer ving the peace of the town could be brought 
about, it eh ee be of ae at fervice, and I fhould 
be glad to fee it fet about immediate] ly. Upon 
this a Counceilo or got ol! shor emence, and faid, 
that fuch a fubfeription een and unconititu- 
tional, and he fhould i proteft again{t it, as tending 
to bring an opprobrium on the town. I faid, that at 
atime when a fubk cription was handed about the 
town in direét oppolition to the Parliament and 
people of Great Britain, and was every day enfor- 
ced by menaces, and other unfair m: ethods, it was 
very extraordinary at that Board to hear a fu b{crip- 
tion for the fupporr of Government and prefer- 
vation of peace called illegal. That I fhould not 
endeav our to pre refs a mea fure which would derive its 
chief SIGACY from being voluntary, but I feared 
they would fee the ee. liency of fuch a meature 
when it was too late. From this and the generality 
of the affurances that no mifchief would be don 1e, | 
am to underftand char thesprefereation of the peace 
of this town is to depend upon thofe who have the 
command of the mob, and can reftrain them (and 
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( 22) 

of courfe let them loofe) when they pieafe, and 
Civil Authority is not to interpofe in-this bufinefs ; 
and indeed I have with attention obferved that all 
the affurances that no mifchief was intended at pre- 
fent, are founded upon the impropriety of ufing 
violence at a time when they were applying.to the 
Government and Parliament of Great Britain for 
redrefs. But it is inferred, and fometimes exprefly 
declared, that when they have advice that the re- 
drefs which they expect is denied, they will imme- 
diately proceed to do themfelves juftice. And it 
is now become common talk, that they will not 
fubmit to duties impofed by Parliament, not only 
thofe impofed by the late Acts, but all others which 
raife a revenue. This is publick talk; as for the 
fanguine expectations which the faction, from whofe 
cabinet all thefe troubles have arifen, has formed 
for controlling and triumphing over Great Britain; 
I dare not repeat what I have heard till their pur- 
pofes become more apparent. 

In this narrative I have taken no notice of the 
town meetings, meetings of merchants, fubfcriptions 
for not importing Englifh goods, propofals for ma- 
nufactures, &c. which have been carrying on be- 
fore and during the whole aforementioned time. I 
intend to make a feparate letter upon thefe fubjects, 
which poffibly may accompany this, as I am not 
at prefent apprifed of a conveyance fafe enough to 
truft this by. I am, &c. 

FRA, BERNARD, 
A true copy. | 





Extra of a Letter from Governor Bernard to the Eart 
of Shelburne, dated Bofton, March 21, 1768. 


N my laft letter I omitted giving your Lordfhip 
1. an account of the meetings of the merchants, &&c. 
I within 
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within the time 1 was defcribing, as I referved it for 
a feparate letter; as the two ‘fubjects are not ne 
ceflarily connected, and I can’t fay how far they are 
really fo. Thefe proceedings however fo immedi- 
ately followed a particular tranfaction, that it is ne- 
ceffary to begin the narrative with that. 

About the middle of February one Malcom a 
trader, who about eighteen months before made him- 
felf famous by a violent and riotous refiftance to the 
Cuftom Houfe officers, endeavouring to fearch his 
houfe for uncuftomed goods, (of wich there is a 
very full account in your “Lordfhip’ s office) expecting 
a Schooner laden with Fyal wines to come in, afked 
an officer of the Cuftoms, what indulgence he might 
expect in regard to the duties.. The officer anfwer- 
ed him, None at all; he muft pay the whole duties: 
Malcom replied, he was glad to know what he had 
to truft to. Some days after the Schooner came in, 
and was ordered to anchor among the iflands five 
miles below the town. From thence the cargo, con- 
fifting, as is faid, of above 60 pipes of wine, was 
landed in the night, and carried in drays to different 
cellars, each load being guarded by a party of men 
with clubs. This bufinefs employed a number of 
men the greateft part of the night, and was as no- 
torious, by the noife it occafioned for many hours 
together, as if it had been done at noon-day. The 
lading of the Schooner was alfo publicly known and 
talked of long before fhe arrived. She appeared 
plainly when fhe came up to town by well-known 
marks to have been lightened a yard or more, and 
was evidently too light to bear the fea. Neverthe- 
lefs the mafter went to the Cuftom Houfe, and fwore 
that fhe came from Suranam in ballaft, and had 
landed nothing firce fhe left that port. 

Two or three days after, this Malcom procured a 
meeting of fome merchants and traders, at which he 
B 4 prefided, 
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(24 3) 
refided. Their ‘a erations were fanouine, ‘and 
fions; but nothing was derernaitied 
upon, but to call a iaeral meeting of the merchants 
on Priday, March the 4th. This may be faid to be 
tne firft movement of the merchants aga iii the a¢ts 
of Parliament: all the procee vain: gS 
riéd on at town neetings, and were rat ahs r upon re- 
finements of policy than concern for trade. T here 
never was lefs reafon for the mabe ants to aie 
of the regulations’ of trade than at prefent; there 
never was a greater plenty « *e money, OF a more ap- 
parent) balance of trade in their favour , of which the 
{tate of exchange with London, which now 3s; and. 
for a long time, has been at par, is an irrefr agzable 
evidence. However, ‘the mieten ts are at length 
dragged into the caufe, their intercourfe and con2 
nections with the politicians, and the fear of oppo- 
fing the ftream of the peo ple, have at lenoth brought 


sae} 
Mm 


& : 
it about againift the fei nfe of an undoubted majority 
both of numbers, property and weight. Accord- 
ingly the refult of this meeting was, that a ful ofcrip- 
tion for not importing any Englith goods, except 


C 
ed for eighteen months, fhould be pre- 
-d round the toy Ws and a Committee 
was appointed for that purpofe. This was the fame 
night that the little mob ch the drum pafied by 





Upon the fubfcription paper firft eoine round the 
town, it met no great iucceis; a great «many 
declined it, eed it cannot fail being ruinous to 
the genevality of traders. Uren this, all engines 


ae. ec 4 | erate the iki awe 
were fet to work to increafe the dala fe fome 
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were told. they would be obnoxious to the lower fort 
of people ; others were threatetied with the refent- 
ment of the higher: fome were le afraid for their 
p erfons and houf es; others for their trade and credit. 

faeh ineans the fub{cription has been filled by 
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( 25 ) 
numbers, who if at liberty would proteft againtt the 
force put'upon them, and neither intend nor can 
comply with the terms, and there are ftill remaining 
enough of the moft refpectable merchants in the 
town, non-fubfcribers, to defeat this fcheme; even 
if the fubfcribers were to keep to their promife : and 
it never can'be carried into execution without the in- 
terpofition of the mob. Put it is fearce a fecret 
with any of them,’ that the chief intent of this fub; 
{eription is to‘raife an alarm among the merchants 
and traders of Great-Britain. 

To illuftrate the foregoing narrative, I fend your 
Lordfhip their own account of the meeting on the 
18th, with a lift of the toafts as ufual. There is 
alfo in the fame paper, a piece containing a fneer 
upon the late proceedings of Parliament; the whole 
wit of which arifes from the common affertion, that 
the Parliament has no right to impofe duties in the 
American celonies—no more than they have in Por- 
tugal. In the fame is alfo the letter to your Lord- 
fhip, and the addrefs to the King is in another of 
the fame papers, and’in others. This fhews that 
the chief ufe of thefe letters is to inflame the other 
colonies: for unlefs they preferred this fervice to the 
obtaining redrefs from home, they could not ‘be fo 
deficient in duty, refpeét and even common civility, 
as to publifh in America an addrefs to the King, and 
a letter to his Minifter ot ftate, before they could 
have corne to hand in England. Heretofore even 
a complimentary addrefs to the King never ufed to 
be publifhed in America, till it appeared there in 
the Gazette. In fhort, your Lordthip may depend 
upon it, that nothing lefs than the abolition of ail 
the acts impofing duties is propofed. When that is 
done, the tranfition to all: other a¢ts of Parliament 
will be very fhort and eafy. Iam, &c. 

FRA. BERNARD, 
A true Copy. 
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( 26 ) 
Copy of a letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl of 

Hillfborough, dated Botton, 114b and 13th Fune, 

1768. 

(No. §.) 

My Lord, 
¥ Am forry to inform your Lordfhip that a great 

riot happened in this town laft evening, which 
had very bad confeque.;ces, tho’ happily there were 
no lives loft. The Colleétor and Comptroller of 
this port, feized a floop for openly and forcibly 
landing a cargo of wines without paying duty, and 
by means of affiftance from the Romney man of war, 
fecured her. Upon their return home, they were 
attacked by a mob with clubs, {tones and brickbats ; 
Mr. Harrifon the Colle¢étor, was much bruifed, 
particularly in the breaft, but kept his legs fo as 
to efcape through an alley. Mr. Hallowell the 
Comptroller, was knocked down, and left on the ground 
covered with blood. He has many wounds and 
bruifes, but none dangerous to life. Mr. Har- 
rifon’s fon, a young gentleman not in any office, 
who accompanied his father, was knocked down 
and dragged by the hair of his head, and would 
have been killed, if he had not been got into a 
houfe by fome ftanders by. In another part of the 
town Mr. Irvine, under the Board of Commiffioners, 
was attacked by ancther mob, very much beat 
and abufed, and would probably have been killed 
if he had not been refcued by two of the mob, 
and enabled to efcape through an houfe. This 
gentleman was no ways concerned in the feizure. 

After this they went to Mr. Hallowell’s houfe, 
and began to break the windows and force an 
entry, but were diverted therefrom by affurances 
that Mr. Hallowell was almoft killed, and was 
not at home. They then went to Mr. Harrifon’s 
and broke his windows, but he not being at is a 
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and the owner cf the houfe entreating them to 
depart, they left it. Then they went to Mr, 
Williams’s houfe, one of the Infpectors’ general, 
who was then at a diftance from Bolton, and 
broke near an hundred panes, and did other damage 
to the houfe; but upon Mrs. Williams appearing 
and affuring them, that he was abfent, and only 
fhe was at home, they departed. Happily they did 
not break into any houfe, for if they had got at a 
cellar, the mifchiefs would have been greater and 
more extenfive. 

After this they went to a wharf where lay a 
pleafure-boat belonging to Mr. Harrifon, built by 
himfelf in a particular and elegant manner. ‘This 
they took out of the water, and carried it into the 
common and burnt it. By this time there were 
about 500, fome fay 1,000 men gathered together 
whilft the boat was burning. Some gentlemen, who 
had an influence over them, perfuaded them to 
depart: this was debated and put to the vote, 
whereupon proclamation was made, ‘“‘ each man to 
his tent.” Before this they were harangued by a 
leader, who, among others, ufed thefe words as 
they have been reported to me, “* We will fupport 
our liberties, depending upon the ftrength of our 
own arms and God,” Whilft they were upon the 
common, they got fome rum, and attempted ‘to 
get more; if they had procured it ia quantity, God 
knows where this fury would have ended. And 
now the terror of the’night is over, it is faid to 
be only a prelude to further mifchiefs, the threats 
againft the Commiffioners and all the Officers of the 
Board being renewed with as great malice as ever, 

This morning I got the Council together as foon 
as I could, and laid this affair before them ; after 
a long altercation about what fhould be done, in 
which appeared a difpofition to. meddle with : " 
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( 30) 
the Council to befummoned to meet at finé o’elock, 
Before I went to Council, the Sheriff came to inform 
me, that there was a moft violent and virulent paper 
ftuck up upon Liberty-tree, containing an invita- 
tion to the fons of liberty to rife that night, to clear 
the county of the Commiffioners and their officers, 
to avenge themfelves of the officers of the Cuftom- 
houfe, one of which was by name devoted. to 
death ; there were alfo fome indecent threats againtt 
the Governor, if he did not procure the releaie of 
the floop which was feized.. In the afternoon, as I 
came to the Town-houfe where the Council-cham~ 
ber is, I found feveral hand-bills which have been 
circulated round the town, {tuck up there; an exact 
copy of which follows. 


Bofton, Fune 13, 1768. 
The fons of liberty requeft all thofe who in this 
time of opprefion and diftraction, wifh well to and 
would promote the peace, good order and fecurity 
of the town and province; to affemble at Liberty- 
hall under Liberty-tree, on Tuefday the 14th in- 
ftant, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, precifely. 


When I got into the Council-chamber in the 
morning, after waiting for a full Board, I told 
them that there was no time to enquire of the par- 
ticulars of the former riot which was accidental, 
when we were immediately threatened with new 
difturbances premeditated; I therefore laid before 
them the informations I had receitved, and defired 
that they would take into confideration the neceffity 
of providing for the peace of the town, and the 
pepe means of doing it: but notwithftanding all, 

could not bring them to any conclufion, or even 
to {tate a queftion. All that was done in the morn- 
ing, was to cenfure an expreffion in the Com- 
muiffioners letter, which obliged me to write the 
letter 













































( 3m 7 
letter the fecond of that date. About one o’clock 
they defired me to adjourn the Council till four 
o’clock in the afternoon, that in the mean time they 
might inform themfelves of the probability of new 
difturbances arifine. 

In the afternoon the printed paper was laid before 
the council; but it was not confidered as an imph- 
cation of danger; neither was the impropriety of 
the fons of liberty appointing a meeting to fecure 
the -~peace of the town, when the Governor and 
Council were fitting upon that bufinefs and feem- 
ingly to httle purpofe, taken much notice of) 1} 
laid before them the letter of the Commiffioners of 
that day; but a difpofition to cenfure it rather than 
to. anfwer it appearing, I poftponed the confidera- 
tion of that letter, till after the determination of the 
main queftion. Frefh attempts were made to get 
rid of the bufinefs, and it was again propofed, as 
it had been in the morning, that I fhould lay the 
bufinefs before the General Court by a mefiage.to 
both Houfes. I called for the journal of the 
Houfe, and fhewed them that when I purfued this 
method (upon the Stamp-act riots) with the advice 
of the Council, I was told by the Houfe that it was 
the bufinefs of the executive government to quell 
riots, and the legiflature had no right to interpofe, 
unlefs new laws were wanted. That there was as 
much reafon for them to give the fame anfwer now ; 
and I did not care to receive it twice. But the bias 
ftill running this way, I was obliged to give it up, 
and leave it to the Council to raife a Committee of 
both Houfes to confider of this bufinefs, although 
¥ had many objections to this meafure: but I could 
not help mytelf. 

In the courfe of thefe debates I told them, that if 
this had been the firft bufinefs of the kind, I fhould 
have afked their advice, Whether! fhould not fend 
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CASS 9 
to the general for. troops? but having fried it at 4 
time when there was at. leaft as much danger as 
now, and found them utterly, averfe to it, let the 
danger be ever fo great and imminent, it would. be 
in vain to repeat the queftion; however, I was ready 
to do it, if any one gentleman would propofe it. I 
was anfwered, that they did ‘not defire to be: knock: 
ed on the head: I faid thatd: did not defire that they 
or I fhould; but Iwas ready to take my fhare of 
the danger if they would jom with me, though 3 
could not alone in fo unpopular a meafure; ‘for if I 
did, I mutt. quit the: government: at leaft. for ‘the 
prefent. I added, that though- I was well affured; 
that if I put this queftion, every gentleman would 
anfwer in the negative, yet I doubted not but every 
one would be glad to fee the peace of the town 
re{tored, by this. method, if it fhould appear to’ be 
the only one left. .; No anfwer was given. 

By the removing this bufinefs into the General 
Court, itvis taken out! of my hands, any further 
than the’ final confent or difient to what hall’ be 
fent up tome. « It is not with my approbation} nor 
entirely-to my diffatisfaction ; for as I cannot ¢on- 
duct the bufinefs as it ought to be, it may be beft 
for me to have little hand in it. 

I am, &c. 
To the right honourable we cert 
the Earl of Hillfborough: PRA. BERNARD. 


P.S. As TI have not been able to proceed in the 
enquiry, I here inclofe copies\of the depofitions 
taken by the Commiffioners. 

The meeting of the fons of liberty in my:next. 


VIII. 
A true copy. 
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Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl 
of Hillfborcugh, dated Botton, June 16 and 18; 
1708, 
My Lord, 


Come-now to give your Lordthip an account of. 


the meeting at Liberty-tree, in purfuance of the 
printed notice, a copy of which | inferted in my 
lait. Your Lordthip mutt know, that Liberty- 
tree is a large old elm in the High-ftreet, upon 
which the Effigies were hung .in the time of the 
Stamp-a&, and from whence the mobs at that time 
made their parades. It has fince been adorned wit! 
an inicription, and has obtained the name. of Libe 
ty-tree, as the ground under it has that of Liberty 
hall. In Auguft. laft, juft ‘before the commence 
ment of the prefent troubles, they erected a flag- 
{tafl, which went through the tree; and a good deal 
above the top of the tree, Upon this they hoift a 
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flag as a fignal for the fons of liberty, as they are 
called: J gave my lord Shelburne an account of 
this erection at the time it was made. ."Fhis tree has 


often put me in mind of Jack: Cade’s oak cf res 
formation. 

Upon ‘this ftaf the flae was flying: early 
morning on Tuefday. At the time appointed tl 
were affembled they fay at leat four thoufand men: 
many having come out of the country for that pur- 
pole ; fome of thé principal 
attended, in order to engage the. lowe 
concur in meafures for peace and 
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the Select-men was chofen moderatoi or chairman: 


when it- was found that they could not do bufinef 
there, they adjourned to the Town-hall. Here it 
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was objected, that they were not 4 legal meeting ; 
to obviate this, they adiourned to the afferfioon, 
that in the mean time the Seleét-mer 
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In the afternoon they met in a large meeting- 
houfe, the Town-hall being not large enough for 
the company, and Mr. Otis was chofen Moderator. 
Many wild and violent propofals were made, but 
warded off. Among thefe were, “* that every 
“‘ captain of a man of war that came into this 
‘ harbour, fhould be under’ the command of the 
« General Court:” Another was, ‘¢ that if any 
«< perfon fhould promote or affift the bringing 
‘ troops here, he fhould be deemed a difturber of 
“« the peace, and a traitor to his country.” But 
nothing was done finally but to pafs a petition to: 
the Governor, and to appoint a Committee of 
twenty-one perfons to refort to his country-houfe 
(where I then was) and prefent it to him; and to 
appoint a Committee to prepare inftructions for 
their reprefentatives, and a letter to Mr. De Berdt, 
as their agent, after which they adjourned to-the 
next day. e 

The fame evening the Committee, which was in 
general very refpectable, attended me in a train of 
eleven chaifes: I received them with all poffible 
civility, and having heard their petition, I talked 
very freely with them upon the fubjeét, but poft- 
poned giving a formal anfwer till the next day, as: 
it fhould be in writing. I then had wine handed 
round, and they left me. highly pleafed with their 
reception, efpecially that. part of them which hadi 
not been ufed to an interview with me. The next 
day Mr. Otis having received my anfwer in writing, 
reported the whole, took notice of the polite treat- 
ment they had received from me; and concluded, 
that he really believed that I was a well+wifher to 
the province: this from him was uncommon and 
extraordinary. The anfwer was univerfally ap- 
proved, fo that juft at this time I am popular: 


whenever my. duty obliges: me to do any thing 
which; 
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Lg 9) 
which they don’t like, there is an end of my po- 
pularity, and therefore I do not expec to enjoy it 
a week. I fhould here mention, that Iam not {ure 
that the appointment of the Committee for pre= 
paring inftructions, &c. which I have mentioned 
to have been done on the firft day, was not on the 
fecond, but it is not.material. They then adjourn- 
ed to Friday next in the afternoon. There. was 
but one thing mentioned in the Petition that I 
could do; and that I had promifed the Seleét-men 
two days before that I would do: this was to {ettle 
with Capt. Corner, commander of the Romney, a 
fegulation for imprefling men, fo that it might not 
hurt the town. And this I had fettled long before; 
only there happened to be one fingle breach of it 
by an inferior officer againft his orders. And, in- 
deed, the mob of the town had lately ufed him and 
his officers fo very ill, that he was difengaced from 
any promife he had made, if he had defired it. I 
accordingly went on board the Romney, attended 
by three of the Council, and had a full conference 
with the Captain, in which he aéted with the ut- 
moit candor and good nature; and after recapitu- 
lating the injuries he and his officers had received, 
renewed the engagement concerning preffing, and 
profeffed a defire of making that fervice agreeable 
to the town. Inthe afternoon I went to the coun- 
cil, and having fent for the Sele-men, I reported 
to them what had paffed with the Captain, and after 
having fhown them how much it was the intereft of 
the town to cultivate a good underftanding with the 
commanders of the King’s fhips, I exhorted them to 
ufe their influence over the common people, {0 as to 
difpofe them to treat the Captain, his officers and 
men, in fuch a manner as might procure his fa- 
vour, at leaft, avert his refentment : and one of the 
gentlemen who accompanied me, engaged to attend 
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. .B6 
the ‘Town-meeting, and report what had paffed at 
this interview, as Sox his own accord, it being not 
thought abe that the Governor and Guatica 
fiould app to have any correfpondence with a 


meeting fo originated and com ipoles ed as this was. 


Fune 18, 1768 

f am able now to proceed in my narrative of the 
Town-meeting. Yefterday im: the. afternoon they 
met, according to their adjournment. ‘The gentle- 
man of the Council, who had engaged to report our 
proceedings .with Capt. Corner, did it in fuch a 
manner as gave great fatisfa€tion both in regard to 
me and the Captain. But no meflage was voted 
either to ‘ne or Captain Corner ; to me it was need- 
lefs, but to him requifite, as they have in a mannet 
interdi€ted him and his officers of the town. All 
they. did was to inftruct ‘their, reprefentatives; the 
only inftruction I hear of.1s, to enquire if any pers 
fons have been writing for the King’s fhips or troops 
tocome here, and who? that:they might be diftin- 
guifhed as enemies: to their country. They broke 
up quietly, and there is an end of the meeting. 

The Comimiffioners and their families, and 
officers, are {till on board the Romney, where they 
proceed in their bufinefs. ‘The town will not hear 
of their return to Bofton; and it is much better 
that they fhould not, until the queftion is determined, 
I hear that they are to fix their refidence at the caftle 
next Monday. The Romney is fell down, and now 
lies off the caftle towards the town; there is a floop 
of war of fixteen guns yutt come in, which being 
ftationed on the other fide the caitle, will complete 
the command of all the approaches tothe caftle’; 
there are alfo.other fhips of war ieee: in; fo that 
the retreat. of the Commiffioners has: béen very time- 
ly and very well circumftanced, and their fecurity is: 
now 
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now effectually provided for: Your Lordthip may 


wonder at my dwelling upon this; but if there is 
hot a revolt, the leaders of the fons of liberty mutt 
falfify their words, and change their purpofes. For 
my part, when I confider the defencelefs ftate of 
this town, I cannot think they will be fo mad as to 
attempt to defend it againftthe King’s forces: but 
the lengths they have goné- already are f{carce fhort 
of madnefs.. 1 fend you copies of papers ftuck 
upon the Town-houfe ; they may be the works of 
a few individuals. Iam, &c. 

et ERA, BERNARD, 
the Earl of Hillfborough. 

June 18. P. S. The inftru@tions of their re- 
prefentatives, which paffed at. the Town-meeting 
yefterday, have this morning produced a vote in 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives to the purpofe follow- 
ing. 

Ordered, -That Mr. Speaker, Mr. Otis, &c. 
with fuch as the honourable Board thall join, be a 
Committee to enquire into the grounds and reafons 
of the prefent apprehenfion of the people, that 
meafures have been taken, or are now taking for 
the execution of the late Revenue Acts of Partia- 
ment, by a naval or military force: in which the 
Council have’ joined.—I will endeavour to get a 
copy of the inftructions before I feal this. 

A true copy. 





Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl 
of Hulfborough, dated Bofton, Fune 17, 1768. 
My Lord, 
FIAVE the honour to receive your: Lordthip’s 
letters, No. 6 and.7, together with the. dupli- 
cates, &c,-inclofed in the cover of the firft, Upon 
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the receipt of them, I confulted the Lieutenant. 
Governor and the Secretary about the beft manner 
of executing the orders contained in No. 7, and we 
all agreed that it would be beft to ftay till the town- 
Meetings, continued by adjournments, were over, 
andthe people a little compofed. I therefore hall 
not be able to communicate to the Houfe his Ma- 
jefty’s requifition until Tuefday or Wednefday next, 
according as the Houfe fills, there being always a 
thin Houfe on Saturday and Monday. 

I cannot forefee what will be done upon this oc- 
Cafion; whether prudence will get the better of fac- 
tion, or not: I know not how to hope that they 
will comply ; if they do not, your Lordfhip may 
depend upon it I will obey my orders. It happens 
very lucky, that I am at prefent feen in a very fa- 
vourable light by the people, and that.may prevent 
my being charged as the author or advifer of this 
meafure, as at other times I fhould certainly be. I 
have lately caufed it to be hinted, that the faction 
is likely to have difputes enough upon their hands 
without quarrelling with me; and therefore they 
had beft referve me for a mediator, as they will 
certainly want one: I believe fome of them have 
liftened to this. 

However, I fhail not put too great confidence in 
them: I fhall act with all proper cautions and if I 
find myfelf obliged to diffolve the Affembly, I hall 
end the feffion by prorogation, and diffolve them by 

roclamation. By thefe means the fhock will be- 
come gradual; and I fhall be able to ftep out of 
the way till the wonder is over. Indeed I intended 
when this feffion was over, to take a little rec 
laxation ; as I find the multiplicity of bufinefs 
of late, and the attention which the importance 

































(3g. ) 
of it has obliged me to give to it, has impaired 
my health. 
I am, with great refpedt, my Lord, 
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient 


And moft humble fervant, 
The right honourable 


the Earl of Hillfborough, "RA: BERNARD. 
A true copy. 





Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl of 
Hillfborough, dated 25th and 28th Fune, and vf 
Fuly 1768. 

My Lord, 

Y my letter, No. 8, I informed your Lordthip 

of the reafons why I deterred communicating 

his Majefty’s requifition to the Houfe unto Tuef- 
day following, being the arft inftant. On that day 

in the forenoon, I fent a meflage to the Houfe, a 

copy of which I inclofe, together with a copy of 

the 2d, 3d, and 4th paragraphs of your Lordfhip’s 
letter. I did not fend a copy of the sth and 6th 
paragraphs, becaufe I knew that the faction would 
make ufe of them to infinuate, that the Houfe was 
treated with threats and menaces in the firft inftance, 
before their minds were known, and were not al- 
lowed freedom of debate concerning what was rez 
quired of them. If I had fent no extraéts at all, but 
incorporated the fubftance of your Lordfhip’s letter 
into my mefiage, they then would have called for 
the letter itfelf, and not proceeded till I had civen 

a copy of it. As it was, I fteered this bufinefs in 

the right way, 

In the afternoon, when the meflages, &c. were 
read a fecond time, —-—— - made a {peech near 
two hours long, of the moft violent and virulent 
mature, He abufed all perfons in authority both 
C4 here 
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here and at home; he indeed excepted the King’s 
parons but traduced his government with all the 
bicternefs of words. He faid that’ the King ap- 
pointed none but boys for his Minifters ; that they 
had no education but travelling through France, 
from whence they returned full of the flavith prin- 
ciples of that country ; that they knew nothing of 
bufinefs ao) they came into their offices, and did 
not ftay lone enough in them to acquire that little 
knowledge which is gained from experience ; that 
all bufinefs was rea “ee y done by the clerks, ald even 
they were too reqin ently changed to underftand 
what they were about ; that the people in England 
did not know what the righ ts of Englifhmen were ; 
that there was not a perfon in England capable: of 
compofing fo elegant, fo ] ae, and’fo nervous a 
writine’a ‘the Petition to thai King which pafied the 
lait Seffion, &c. 

I give-your Lordfhip a fpecimen of this rhapfody; 
and it was ae ‘dia it in this general cenfure of 
the adminiftration of th BK inge’s government, no ex- 

ception was made of the Minifters who favoured 
America by the repea nie the Stamp-Act, and by 
other indulgencies ; byt abuie whereof, this very 
faction has rofe to this hiea i: all were involved in 
one common obloquy. I quote thefe fayings from 
he mouths of thofe who heard them delivered in the 
foufe, which was laid qui € open, both doors and 
allery, upon this sebatene but neither they nor I 
an prete “nd to exaétnefs of words 3, but the fub- 
{tance, I dare fay, does not vary -materially. ~ In 
another part of his fpeech,-he paffed an encomium 
on Oliver moh! and extolled the times pre- 
ceding his advancement, and particularly the mur- 
der of the Kin. CD he refit was the appointing a' 
Committee to take the meffage, 8c. into confider- 
ation, which Committee confifted intirely of the’ 
moft 
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moft violent of the heads of the faction, viz. the 


reprefentatives of the town of Bofton, siith three of 


thofe whom I had refufed to admit into the Council, 
upon account of their having been diftinguifhed by 

their fomenting the troubles of the Government, 
with two others : thus the Houfe feemed to. pre- 


judge this bufinefs in the appointment of the Com-. 


mittee ; and, indeed, the appointment of a Com- 
mittee at all, fhewed a difpofition rather to argue 
than fubmit. 

On I “huriday morning, June 23d, upon an ap- 
plication trom the Committee, a meflage was 
fent to me, defirine copies of my inftruétions, — II. 
his occafion, of your Lordfhip’s letter 
(of which T had given an extract) and of a letter of 
your Lordfhip’s, No. 6, which I had communicated 
to the Council, and co Opies of my letters to your 
Lordfhip Upon the fubject. The next morn- | 
ing (June 24) I retu ies an aniw eh with a III. 
copy of the 5th and 6th paragraphs of the 
letter, which concluded the whole. In my anfwer, 
I caution them ‘to provide for the tax bill: I had a 
hint given me that they intended to omit that bufi- 
ne{fs, on purpofe to oblige me, in cafe 1 diffolved 
this Aflembly, by popular clamour, ‘and real in- 
convenience, to call another Affembly immediately 
after; which I by no means think proper, nor my- 
felf to be at liberty fo to do. I therefore thought 
proper to counter-work this intention. 

June 28. 

Since-the former date I have been obliged to 
keep watch upon the proceedings of the Houte, 
having been told that the very ee > of dilavowing 
the proceedings of the late Houle is spe 
They have been much elated, within thefe three or 
four days, byfome letters they have received, in anfwer 
tothe Circular Letter,’ Ithall inclofe printed iii 
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ef what have been publifhed in the papers here. I 
am told that there 1s alfo a Circular Letter from the 
Affembly of Virginia arrived; I had it froma gen- 
tleman who faid he faw it at Rhode-Ifland. _ If it is 
other than the letter from Virginia, now publifhed, 
they keep it fecret here, but I fhall foon have a copy 
of it.. I keep a look-out in the Houfe, that if, 
upon the report of the Committee, they fhould 
move for another congrefs (as , In his fpeech, 
faid, he hoped would foon take place) or another 
circular letter, or any thing that contravenes his 
Majefty’s requifition, I fhall immediately put a ftop 
to their proceedings without waiting for an anfwer 
in form, . For which purpofe, to bring this matter 
to a.crifis as foon as may be, after having watched 

their motions all this morning, I put a mef- 
IV.. fage in. the Secretary’s hands to be delivered 

to them this afternoon, as in the inclofed 


Copy. 
Fuly i, 
On the next day, June 29, the Houfe fent 
¥. mea meffage, defiring me to grant them a 
recefs, that they might confult their confti- 
tuents refpecting the requifitioh. ' I knew that fuch 
an indulgence would be liable to great abufe; but 
if I had thought it could haye produced any good 
effect, which I had not any reafon to expect, I did 
not think myfelf at liberty to poftpone the confi- 
deration of this important queftion.. I there- 
“VI. fore returned an immediate anfwer, that I 
_ could not, confiftently with my fenfe of my 
duty, prorogue or adjourn the Court until I had 

received an anfwer. 

The next morning I went early to the Council, 
to watch the proceedings of the Houfe; having 
been informed, that they intended to originate an 
snvitation for another congrefs ; in which cafe, the 
: moment 














moment I got intelligence of it, T intended to dif 
folve them. The Houfe kept thernfelves locked up 
all the. morning, the beft part of which was fpent 
in preparing a letter to your Lordfhip, which I am 
told is very lengthy; but as I have not feen it, and 
probably fhall not be allowed a fight of it till it is 
printed in the news-papers, 1 will fay no more of 
it than that I am told that it is in the old {ftrain, 
complaining that they have been mifreprefented ; 
though the prefent cenfure arifes from an act. of 
theirs, which they have had circulated thoughout 
his Majefty’s dominions. They then put the que- 
ftion, ** Refcind or not refcind,” which was de- 
termined in the negative, gi to 17: among the mar 
jority were many members who were fcarce ever 
known, upon any other occafion, to vote againit the 
government-fide of a queftion ; fo greatly has infa- 
tuation and intimidation gained ground. They then 
fettled the anfwer to be given to me, and appointed 
a Committee to deliver it. After this, a motion 
was made to appoint a Committee to prepare an 
Addrefs to his Majefty, to defire him to remove the 
Governor, and appoint another more agreeable to the 
eople: this was carried by a majority of 5, and 
with this ended the bufinefs of the morning. 

I had fome doubts with myfelf, whether I ought 
not to difmifs the Affembly, immediately after I 
knew for certain that the Houfe had pafied a vote 
againft refcinding, But upon a little recollection, I 
thought it beft to wait till I received their anfwer, 
as I was not obliged to take notice of this vote till 
it was notified to me in form. In this I was in- 
fluenced by a confideration refpecting myfelf : the 
Houfe had appointed a Committee to prepare an 
addrefs to get me removed: if J had difmified them 
in a hafty unformal way, whilft this bufinefs was on. 

fhe carpet, it would have been faid that Iwas afraid 
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times they had been obliged 
of materials 


e it up fone want 


; anc I was jure that tl they had aequired 
none fince their laft attempt of this kind. And this 
motion ended in the Caine manner as the two for- 


mer. After having: endeavoured,: for two hours 
ennieclick n the aftern ‘ha to oars p fomething to 
found this application o1 and fa ‘din of that I fold 
not cg thet min ity. ieve ‘they expected 

ie 1, y they y were obliged 


and defired tha 
VII. -to ive it up them uf on this, the a an- 


Li 
fwer which had all. 
was dent up to the co ech chalibeds where Ws re: 
ceived it. Immedi: ely after which, I fent up for 
the Houfe and prorogued the General Court, in- 
tending to diffolve it by proclamation. 

Upon this occafion, there happened a fracas in 
the council, fudden and untorefeen, but what pro- 
bably will be improved by the faétion for their own 
purpofes. It feems, that the e evening before, the 
Council had appointed a Committee to confider the 
ftate of the province; which Committee had pre- 


j T th 


pared an addreis to his Majefty concerning the late 
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duties, to be reported to the board: Thad alla along 
beled. that I fhould difmifs the ceneral court 
immediately upon receiving the anfy ver from the 


Houfe ; I knew nothing of any bufinefs being un- 
done: - not Nis ne acquainted with rig I had or- 
dered the Secretary to prepare for the prorogation, 
by layine the acts which h oe paffed that feffion on 
the table, their titles being to be réad in the pre- 
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fence of the whole court, as has been my ufage ; 
and the acts were acc ordingly laid in order. - Whilft 
} was thus waiting ta: receive the anfwer of the 
Houfe, the Committée of the board introduced this 
addreis. I teftified my furprize upon the occafion, 
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and obferved, that they, could not expect to go 
through that bufinefs at ‘th: at time. Prefently aiter, 
the Committee from the Houfe attended; they were 
admitted, and delivered thew anfwer. -As foon as 
that was done, I ordered the Secretary to call up 
the Houfe:. as foon, as. the Houfe entered, one of 
the Committee of the Council expoftulated-with me 
upon my calling up the-Hdoule whillt the Council 
was proceeding on the addrefs 3, and w jas ue indecent 
, as to appeal.to the Houle. I filenced h another 
gentleman interpofed;, I ftopped him sls ‘and pro- 
ceeded to the proregation. 

When the Houfe was gone out of os Council- 
chamber, I expottulated with thefe e gentlemen upon 
the interruption they had given me,, in the prefence 
of the! Houfe, in executing his Majefty’s pofitive 


Foy 


commands... I. told them, thet I fhould hav re 
thought my! felf blameable, if J h ad fuffered five mi- 
nutes to intervene between receiving. the antwer and 


in 

difmiffing’ the Houfe; for I fhould have-made my- 
felf anfwerable for all they did in the intervah. F his 
proceeding could not be juftified, and was real 
condemned by fome other_of the Council, and. 

in fome meafure apologized for; but it will not be 
in the. power of t ic apologize rs to prevent anil ufe 
being made of it, I then ‘pformed. the Council, 
that T had no defire to ftop any reprelent ation whith 
they wanted to make to the King, if it was con 
ceived in decent and refpectful terms, as it féemed 
to mé,’ from hearing it read; this was. I there! 

ri 


all 


— - 
would let them introduce this into the 3 
{j 


cil; and if it appeared to be inoffenti 
lay it before his Majefty; though I fhoul uld not agree 
with them in opinion as to all their affertions, das I 
pointed out ren where I fhould not. But this was 


not enough : leems, that when the addré{s was 
paft, there was a petition to the Houfe of Lords, 
4 and 


oo 
a 


F Seances 


at 
a 


ree 
tS y 
Mia 


. 


Seat. 
zy Thy 


gn 
My SPARS 


eth 


~~ 

~~ 
ies. 
. ee 


a 
ek 


. ip Rene ee Sa 
en atong The Nash ST Pgh 


- . i Pe 7 
ft eg oe Sh oe SS 
preg ree RE RT, ge yr tata ad gee 


Cy iocko soctas yt 


erere ls SSeS ERaes 
Seti sielpign teeta 


ep teta 


misshe 
Sisiese 


+t 


sane 





fidiisineratibcihi: 


i 


we 


. 


ame < 








( 46 ) 
afid another to the Houfe of Commons, to be 
brought in. I told them, I could have nothing to 
do with them, I could not pretend to communicate 
with thofe great bodies ; my correfpondence went 
no higher than his Majefty’s minifters. After fome 
altercation, they fubmitted to this, and were con- 
tent with the addrefs being brought into the Privy 
Council, after it had received my approbation. 
This compromife was very expedient to obviate the 
mifreprefentations, which this bufinefs would other- 
wile be fubject to. 

Having carried my narrative to this length, I 
muft fufpend my refleCtions upon thefe events unto 
a farther opportunity. I will however here ob- 
ferve, that it may be fuggefted that I have not con- 
ducted this bufinefs with fpirit, but it muft be ob- 
ferved, to what a weaknefs this government is re- 
duced, which makes the moft gentle way of doing 
any bufinefs the moft advifeable. I never intended 
to depart from his Majefty’s orders in the leaft; but 
upon many accounts I thought it beft to diffolve by 
proclamation ; and fuch proclamation is already 
figned, and bears date the day after the prorogation. 
It was faid, that it was well that I difmiffed them 
by prorogation, and not by diffolution; why, I 
do not know : but if any triumph arifes from it, it 
will be fhort lived ; for the diffolution will be pub- 
lifhed in the papers at the fame time with the pro- 
rogation. 

tam, &. PRA. BERNARD. 


A true copy. 





Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard, to the Earl 
of Hillfborough, dated Bofton, June 30, 1768. 
My Lord, 
INCE the firft beginning of the troubles of 
S this town to the prefent time, I have frequently 
repre~ 
















































reprefented to your Lordfhip’s office, the im- 
practicability of my applying for troops, either 
for the fupport of the authority of the Government, 
or the power of the Magiftracy; both of which 
have been continually infulted and made contempti- 

le for near three years paft. “The great difficulty, 
which has attended this meafure, has been, thac I 
could by no means get the Council to advife or con- 
cur in it; and neither by the due confideration of 
my inftructions, andthe rules of other Govern- 
ments, nor by the forms of this Government, where 
the Governor is more connected with, and reftrain- 
ed by the Council, than in the Governments 5vhich 
are merely royal, did J think myfelf authorized to 
introduce troops into a town not ufed to them, upon 
my own opinion only, and contrary to that of the 
Council, who I am direéted to confult and advite 
with in all matters of importance. And I have 
never imagined, that it would be expected of me, 
that I fhould feparate myfelf from the Council up- 
on this occafion, and make myfelf folely anfwer- 
able for the confequences of the introducing troops 
here, or the not introducing them; efpecially, asf 
have always underftood that, fince the repeal of the 
Stamp-a¢t, the intention of the Adminiftration. was, 
that all appearance of forcible and compulfive mea-. 
fures fhould be avoided; and as I have conftantly 
fent home accounts of all occurrences which: could 
influence this queftion, I have concluded, that a 
change of meafures muft originate at Weftminiter, 
and that the firft orders for quartering troops at 
Bofton, would come from thence. 

In my letter to the Earl of Shelburne, No. 8. 
of this year, par’ 6. I treat this fubject, particu- 
larly as it relates to the Commiffioners of the Cuf- 
toms. In my letter to your Lordfhip, No. 6. 
which ‘gives an account of the riot on June roth, 
and) 
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( 48 ) 
and the Commiflioners leaving the town, I inform 
of what pafled between me and the Council con- 
cerning fending for troops; from which it will ap- 
pear, to what little purpofe it is, to put a queftion 
upon that fubject to the Council. However, this 
bufinefs is now brought to fuch a crifis, that I 
could no longer avoid putting fuch queftion in 
form: it has become neceflary to my own juftifi- 
cation, and acquitting me of -the conlequences, if 
any bad should arife of this town remaining defti- 
tute of troops, -and to give an account .of this 
tranfaction is the bufinefs of this letter, 

On the 2d of July; I received a-letter from 
General Gage, with two-packets for Col. Dal- 
rymple at Halifax, inclofed ;. informing. me, that 
he had received an account of the tumults at Bofton, 
and had dent an order to the commanding Officer 
at Halifax for troops; if they. were wanted at 
Bofton. .I  fent. both ‘letters away, and wrote to 
General Gage, fetting forth. the reafons why I 
could not apply for troops, but that I had fent the 
letters: forward for though I thought it improper 
for me to require troops, it was full as improper 
for me to prevent their coming if they were other- 
wife ordered. In anfwer to this, the General has’ 
fent me a copy of the letter to Col. Dalrymple, by 
which I am informed, that the orders to him are 
only to collect the troops together, but net to em- 
bark them till they are required by me. -I have 
thereupon wrote to the General,» that if the troops 
are not to move from Halifax, till 1 require them, 
they are like to continue there.» For I cannot 
think it proper for me to make fuch a requifition, 
without the advice of the Council;*and there was tio 
ey of my obtaining fuch-advice ;, however, 

would lay it before the Council. - I have been 
lefs explicit on thefe letters, as I fhall inelofe-copies 
Of them. a4 
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On Saturday, July 23d, I held a Council, where 
having in part opened the matters I had for their 
confideration, they advifed, that in regard to the 
importance of the bufinefs I would order ail of the 
Council who lived within a day’s journey of Bofton; 
to be fummoned to meet on the Wednefday fol- 
lowing, and the Council to be adjourned till then. 
On Wednefday the 27th there were fourteen met ; 
and we proceeded to bufinefs that day and Friday 
following. As the minutes of the Council are ex- 
tended more than ordinarily, they will be fufficient 
to explain what was done. There was fome alter- 
cation that was fcarce worth remembring, but I 
aim obliged to take notice that I obferved with con- 
cern, that the popular. fpirit upon this occafion 
fhewed itfelf higher in the Council than I had 
known it heretofore, and my endeavouring to 
moderate it, fubjected me to treatment different 
from what I have been ufed of late to receive from 
that Board. But thefe confiderations are more pro- 
per for another time and piace. 

I fhall inform General Gage of the refult of this 
Council, by which all expectation of troops coming 
to Bofton until orders arrive from England is over. 
Perhaps if no great mifchief is done in the mean 
time, it may be much better for them to be ordered 
from England, than-to be brought here by the order 
or requifition of any one in America, as they will 
be introduced in a manner‘much more authoritative. 
For my part, I have acted herein for the beft, ac- 
cording to my judgment. I could not require 
troops againft the opinion of the Council, without 
making myfelf an object of popular refentment, 
which would probably, if it had produced no worfe 
effects, have obliged me to quit the Government. 
Now, my Lord, as I have no leave of abfence, to 
joftity my departure, I nevft have flayed till J was 
drove out by force or apparent danger. And if 
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ere, 
fuch an event had happened, how could-I have’ 
juftified mylfelf in doing an act with a doubt of the 
reoularity of it, anda forefight of it’s. ill confe- 
quences, which fhould: produce fuch a convulfion 
in the State, as obliging.a Governor to quit his poft ? 
Lam with, great refpect, my Lord, 
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient and moft humble 
Servant, FRA. BERNARD. 


P.S. Your Lordfhip will obferve, that in the 
anfwer of the Council there is nothing propofed or 
provided for the return of the Commiffioners to 
Bofton, and their protection in the execution of their 
office there. It feemed.to .be the general,opinion, 
that it was quite impracticable for them to re- 
turn,;-and»be protected in the execution of their 
office. One! gentleman. faid, that he was con- 
vinced,; that they never would return to Bofton and 
refume their functions; and gave for reafon, that 
Great-Britain had too much employment.at home, 
to keep her own unruly people in order, and bal- 
lancing the parties which harafied the Government 
and weakened:the Adminiftration, to think of med- 
dling with America, or endeavouring to inforce the 
execution of an Act of Parliament, which the Ame- 
ricans had declared, againft. 


A. true.copy. 





Extra of a.Letter, from Governor Bernard, to the 
Earl of. illiborough, dated Botton, July g, 
1708. 

Gaye your Lordfhip a full. account of the iffue 
of the proceedings: upon his, Majeity’s. requifi- 
tion, together with copies ofall papers relating 
thereto. I fent the original by a returned exprefs to 

General Gage, to be forwarded by the packet. 

The:.duplicates I put.into. the..hands of Captain 

Smith, of the Brig eee, which, failed lait lvion- 
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( 51 ) 
day for Glafeow. As there are other fhips now 
preparing to fail, I fhall inclofe fome printed copies 
of the papers from the news-papers, fome of which 
may come to your Tordthip’s hands before either of 
my letters. From thefe your-Lordfhip will fee that I 
difmiffed the General Court by prorogation, and 
diffolved them the next day by proclamation. This 
form of proceeding, though immaterial in the effect, 
made this bufinefs pafs more eafily than I expected. 
The Sons of Liberty keep up their fpirits full: 
on Tuefday evening laft paft, a number of them 
between fifty and fixty, went out of Boiton at the 
clofe of the day, and having divided themielves 
into two parties, met on each fide of an houfe in 
Roxbury, about three miles from Bofton, which 
Mr. Robinfon, one of the Commiffioners of the 
Cuftoms, has lately"hired, with an intention, as is 
fuppofed, from the manoeuvre they practifed, to 
furprize him there, and prevent his efcape. But he 
being at. the Caftle, where he has refided fince the 
Commifiioners have been driven thither for fafety, 
they did nothing but plunder his fruit trees, and 
break off the branches thereof, and break down 
fome of the fences, and trample down the garden ; 
and did not, that I can learn, break into the houfe. 
After this, about midnight, they went back to 
Bofton in a body, huzzaing all the way. This is 
¢alled a frolick of a few boys to eat fome cherries. 
Laft night about thirty men came on board a 
{chooner lying at a wharf, which had been feized 
for having thirty hogfheads of uncuftomed molafles 
on board, and was then in the cuftody of two 
Cuftom-houfe Officers, and having confined the 
two Officers to the cabbin, carried off all the 
molaffes. When the floop was feized, which oc- 
cafioned the riot, in which the Cuftom-houfe Ofi- 
cers were ill-treated, and in confequence of which 
D 2 the 
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( 52) 
the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms were obliced to 
Jeave the town ; the greateft part of the refentment 
was exprefied, againft carrying the floop from the 
wharf, and putting her under the care of the man 
of war. This, they faid, was an affront to the 
town, as it contained an infinuation that the floop 
would not have been fafe if it had been left at the 
wharf in the cuftody of a Cuftom-houfe Officer. 
Therefore, when this fchooner was feized, it was 
Jeft at the wharf under no other guard but two 
Cuftom-houfe Officers. It would have been very 
ealily fecured by laying it in the {tream, and put- 
ting a guard on board, either from the Romney or 
the Caitle; but I fuppofe, it was thought beft to 
try the experiment. As every feizure made, or at- 
tempted to be made, on land, at Bofton, for three 
years paft, before thefe two inftances, has been 
violent.y refcued, or prevented; jt was ealy to 
fee what would be the event of this, and I foretold 
it was certain. However, the experiment has 
been made. 

I have not received any requeft from the Com- 
miffioners upon this occafion, nor do J expect it: 
for they know. I can do nothing. _ Your Lordfhip 
has obierved in my Letters No. 5 and 6, that I con- 
fulted the Council upon the great riot on June 
zoth, and after having, upon repeated adjourn- 
ments, endeavoured to bring them to fome refolu- 
tion, ‘the whole bufinefs was avoided by referring 
it to the General Court. . After this a Committee 
of both Houfes was appointed under the {pecious 
title, <* To take the State of the province into con- 
fideration,”? when after feveral meetings, as the two 
bodies had different purpofes to ferve, they could 
come to no conclufion. And fo this matter refts - 
and I have no defire to revive it again; as, in the 
prefent ftate of things, the advice of the council 
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will be timid, and the executive power of the Go- 
vernor is perfectly impotent. 

In regard to the anfwer of the Houfe, fo far as 
it relates'to me, I will make but one obfervation 
upon it: it is Felo de fe of its own purport ; it 
pretends to be the voice of the people, and gives 
evidence itfelf that it is the voice of a faction.. It 


charges the Governor with mifreprefenting the gene- 


rality of the people, by afferting that the blameable 
conduct of the Houfe is to be intputed to a faction 
prevailing there, and not to the people in general. 
Now if this is not-true, all the injury the Governor 
has done the people, is by fetting them in a more. 
favourable licht than they deferve; and therefore if 
the people were to take notice of it, there would 

be no occafion for paffion or refentment. But it is 

otherwife with the fa@ion: if they are charged 

with more than belongs to them; it is natura] that 

they fhould refent it: and therefore paffion, malice 

and abufe become them, and are fuitable to their 

character and the occafion, From this criterion, 

one may fafely pronounce that this anfwer is the 

violent overflowing of a faction, and not the cool 

voice cf a people. And yet, my Lord, I do not 

intend to give up my opinion of the faction or the 
people, notwithftanding the high pitch to which 
the wickednefs of the former has raifed the inflam- 
mation and infatuation of a great part of the 
latter, 

Ihave been under fome concern for the fafety of 
the Caftle fince the Commiffioners retired thither, 
not upon account of any intelligence I had of an 
intention to attack’ it, (for that at moft amounted 
but to idle rumours) as from a confideration of the 
weaknefs of the garrifon, and the eafe with which 
it might be furprized. But I am relieved in this 
by the care of Commodore Hood, who has fo well 
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(rsd: ))} 
fupplied us with naval force, that there. are now. 
about the Caftle one fifty.gun fhip, two floops of 
fixteen guns, and two cutters armed with. fwivel 
euns; fo that 1 am under no concern for that 
place. . Befides I have lately received by exprefs 
from. General. Gage fome difpatches. for Colonel 
Dalrymple at Halifax, which I forwarded. by one 
of the King’s cutters, and 1 am miftaken if there 
is not amone them an order for at leaft one regi- 
ment to. come here;..altho’ General Gage, who 
knows my fituation, where death is publickly de- 
nounced againft thofe who are concerned in bringing 
troops here, is fo kind as to conceal the. contents of 
the difpatches from me, One regiment will fecure 
the Caftle, but will not be fuficient to awe. the 
town. This very morning the Select men of the 
town ordered the magazine.of arms. belonging to, 
the town to be brought out to be cleaned, when 
they were expofed for fome hours at the Town 
Houle. hey were’ expoftulated with for, this im- 
prudent a&t; they excufed themfelves by. faying, 
that thofe arms were ordered to. be cleaned two 
months ago. . I have been much prefied to go. to 
the. Caftle, when. troops fhall arrive. here.. Ido 
not .choofe to fhew a want.of refolution,.as I don’t 
feel the firmnefs of my mind to fail, but I thall not 
wnaneceffarily expofe myfelf to.danger where I. can 
forefee it. A fhort time will determine. whether 
Bofton is to be fubjeét to Great Britain or not, if 
the intention to difpute it is any thing more than 
tall. 
Tam, &c, 


FRA. BERNARD. 
A true copy. 
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Copy of the Supplement. to a Letter from Goveruor 
Bernard, fo the Earl of Hillfborough, dated 
Botton, July 9, and 11, 1768, 


My Lord, 

| Find myfelf obliged-to add a fupplement to my 

letter No. 10, which I fent away to-day,, by a 
brig for Liverpool, the duplicate whereof will be 
inclofed with this.. J had, there informed your 
Lordfhip that thirty hogfheads of molaffes which 
had been feized for illicit trade, together with the 
{chooner it was in, had been taken from thence out 
of the cuftody of the Cuftom-houfe Officers who 
had the care of it. This very molaffes was on the 
next day’returned and put on.board the fchooner 
again. ' The account I have ‘of -this affair is this: 
the people of, the town were diffatisfied,. that the 
affurances which they had made, that the floop 
which had. been feized before this, and put in‘ the 
cuftody.of the man of war, would have been fafe 
if the had been left at the wharf in the care of-a 
Cuftom-houfe Officer, fhould be fo foon falfified. 


The Seleét men of the town therefore fent for the: 


miaiter of this {chooner, and upon his denying that he 
knew any thing of the molafiés, told him that 
would not pais: for nobody would. take away his 
molafies .without his privity: they thereupon or- 
dered him to return, the molaffes: directly, under 
paim of the difpleafure of the town; which was im- 
mediately done. I dare fay, neither the Cuftom- 
houie Officers, nor the Judge.of the Admiralty, 
nor the chief. Juftice, nor the Governor, - could. have 
prevailed upon any one to run the rifk of informing 
where. his .molafies was conveyed, or-to -affift in 
recovering it,.1f it had been again{t the humour of 
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ment, only itis in the hands of the people of the 


town, and not of thofe deputed by the King or 
under his authority. Iam, &c. 


FRA. BERNARD. 


The Letter to your Lordthip is not printed in this 
day’s paper as was expected. I inclofe a letter 
from Maryland, which gives great pleafure to the 
faction. 


A true copy. 





Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard, to the Earl 

of Ehillfborough, dated Botton, July 16, 1768, 

My Lord, 

Y my letter, No.9, I informed your Lordtfhip 

that at the time I difmiffed the Affembly, the 
Council was beginning to proceed upon a petition 
to his Majefty, which proceeding was interrupted 
by the prorogation of the general Court ; and that 
to take away all pretence to charge me with in- 
tending to ftop any reprefentation- which they 
wanted to make to the King, I gave them leave 
to proceed in this bufinefs in the privy Council ; 
and. if the petition’ was conceived in decent and 
vefpectful terms, I promifed to fubmit the fame 
to be laid before his. Majefty, altho’ I fhould not 
entirely agree with them upon the fubject matter. 

I have now the honour to tranfmit the petition 
inclofed' to your Lordfhip, and defire the favour 
that you would be pleafed to lay the fame before 
his Majefty, for his moft gracious confideration. 
{’am not a party in it, nor could I think it proper 
that I fhould be: and therefore this addrefs is not 
quite regular in point of form. But your Lordfhip 
will confider the circumftances before-mentioned, 
that it originated in the legiflative Council, altho? 
it was not compleated there, and will receive it as 
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( sti 
an aét of that body, to which the concurrence of 
the Governor is not neceflary. 

Your Lordfhip will obferve, that Iam defired to 
recommend the prayer of the Petition. I have 
been always tender in exprefling my difapprobation 
of acts of Parliament, and was fo efpecially in a 
cafe where I thought the act had better have been 
fpared. But I can readily recommend that part of 
the petition which prays relief again{t fuch acts as 
are made for the purpofe of drawing a revenue 
from the Colonies. For they are {o little able to 
bear the drawing money from them, that they are 
unable at prefent to pay the whole charge of their 
fupport and protection. 

I am, with great refpect, my Lord, 
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient and moft humble 
fervant, 
The Right Honourable 
the Earl of Hillfborough. 
A true copy. 


FRA. BERNARD. 





Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard, to the Earl 
of Hillfborough, dated Bofton, July 18, 1768. 


My Lord, 

Have now an opportunity of fending your 
I Lordfhip a printed copy of the letter of the 
Houfe to your Lordfhip: the difpute concerning 
publifhing it having only delayed it for a week. 
As it is profeffedly intended for the people more 
than for your Lordfhip, fo it is accompanied with 
comments much more calculated to prepare the 
people to refent the difallowance of their pretenfions 
than to induce your Lordfhip to endeavour to pro- 
cure an allowance of them. 

I never faw this Letter until it was in print: I 
find nothing in it that requires my anfwer. I am 
abufed upon a fuppofition of my having mifrepre- 
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( 58. ) 
fented them in the bufinefs of the Circular Letter: I 
have looked over my letters upon this fubje@, and 
find nothing in them which is’ not admitted in the 
letter to your Lordthip. I never faid that there was 
a thinner Houfe when the Circular Letter paffed than 
when it-was fale ted. - I faid that the way was pre- 
pare for this fecond vote by tampering with and 

infltiencing’ particulars; this was as notorious as 
dt there-wa ile. There was another reafon 
for this contradi€tory vote, which I did ‘not ‘affign, 
that although the number of the Houfe was the 
fame, yet it confifted of many different perfons, 


whi ib as the number was lefs than ‘two thirds of 
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the whole, and there was a fortnight intervening 
between . the two vers, nay be ealily conceived. 
The higheft charge azainit them,. the erafine the 


Journals of the Houfe to ferve thi is purp ole, they 
aamits. this furely te avery 1 a aAHAD ble pra- 
eccding. | | 


The general cl harge againft me for nifreprefent- 
ing -themis falfe; and has’ not been fupported by 
any one inftance, Tt has been my misfortune to be 
Governor of this province duri ing a time, when the 
moft favourable reprefentation of the proceedings 
on the saan and the doings of the people, 
muiteceafion -his Majefty’s pe aft ire. -- Before 
ea tume I -fearce ever met the A mbly “without 
celving from them: teftimonials of “hei approba- 
tion of my conc ace For thefe three years paft it 
has beensimpoflible to: recorcile the ‘duty of the 
Caveat with pleafing: the people ; and dt would 
have been {6, if a man of ereater ability than I pre- 
tend.to, had been in my place. N othing lefs than 
a cencral facrifice of the rights of the fovereign 
State can make a Governor popular i in this place at 


} 
this time,. 7 
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{ fhall-continue writing to your Lordthi ip until J 
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haye communicated all I think nec effary for your 
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Lordfhip’s information. When that will be, God 
knows. My ideas are become too numerous and 
extenfive for writing, and are fitter for a confe- 
rence than.a feries of letters. My Letter, as in- 
tended upon. the fubject of calling another Affem- 
bly, will be lengthy, comprehenfive and important, 
but it does not require hafte as yet. ‘The news- 
papers which I inclofe contain a variety of fedi- 
tion and calumny, befides that which the Letter 
difpentes. Iam, &c. 

| | FRA. BERNARD, 
A true copy, 

ee bee 


Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard, zo the Earl 
of Hillfborough, dated Botton, July 18 aud 19, 
1768. | . 

My Lord, 
HE dangerous ftate which this Government 
is in, makes it neceflary for me to acquaint 


your Lordfhip of every little difturbance which, 


happens here, as one cannot forefee the tendency of 
any of the movements of the Sons of liberty, and 
mutt expect the worft confequences from each of 
them. 

I fent your Lordfhip a copy of a paper ftuck up 
in the Town Houle, inviting the fons of liberty 
upon Mr. Williams (one of the infpectors of the 
Cuftoms) his return to town, to make him refign 
his office.or quit the town. Mr. Williams returned 
from the circuit about the middle of laft week. 
On Friday. laft an attack upon his houfe, was 
‘planned : and. to effect it, according to a precon- 
certed. fignal, they rung the fire bells, and cried 
out Fire; and then directed the people to Mr. 
Williams’s houfe: a mob foon affembled there, and 
began to break into the court yard: Mr. Williams 
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kept. in the houfe upon the defenfive with fire 
arms, and afterwards went into the Court and there 
parlied with them. “The mob demanded that he 
fhould meet them at Liberty Tree the néxt day at 
noon, and there refigh his Commifion : he refafed 
to do either ; but faid he would: be upon Change 
next day at noon, and would there be ready to: give 
an aniwer to any thing that fhould be objeéted to 
him. By this time fome of the magiftrates: and? 
other gentlemen’ of the town had got to the place, 
and they perftiaded the mob to accept of the offer 
and to cifperie. 

The next day Mr. Williams attended. by feveral 
gentlemen, among whom were forne of the Council, 
went about noon into the Council Chamber. There 
were about fifceen hundred peopl ‘affembled about 
the Town Houfe: Mir. Williams went into the bal- 
cony of the Council Chamber, and told the people 
he was come, according to his promife, to anfwer 
any objections which were urged againft him. No- 
thing was offered ; after a quarter of ‘an hour’s in- 
terval, he repeated his' propofal again; nothing 
was faid' except by an ignorant fellow, whofe ab- 
furdity ereated langhter. “After a little ftay, they: 
all departed in feeming good humour, and Mr. 


E> 


Wilhams' returned to his. houfe, accompanied. by 
the gentlemen who had attended him, in peace ‘and 
quiet. 

This tranfaction has flung great difgrace upon, 
and given great chagrin to the fa@tion; and I am 
told they are determined ‘to retrieve it: 

The truth is, the dire@ors of the mob durtt 
not fhew their faces at this place, and upon: this 
occafion, left they fhould thereby acknowledge that 
they had fpirited them up to the laft night’s work. 
They now glofs it over by giving out that the mob 
of that night were not the true Sons of liberty, and 
acted 
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( 61 ) 
acted without authority; and an advertifement is 
publithed in the Bofton Gazette, figned by a pre- 
tended Secretary of the Sons of liberty, difclaiming 
the requiring Mr. Williams to appear upon C hange, 
and threatning the printer who fhould make ufe of 
the name of the Sons of liberty, without an authentic 
order. Something is to be done and foon to recover 
the {pirit of the Sons of liberty. I am told that 
fome of the chiefs of them are this day to go to 
Mr. Williams, and advife him as a friend, if he will 
not refign his Commiffion, to retire to the Caftle; 
if he does not, his houfe will be deftroyed, and him- 
felf killed. What will be the end of this we muft 
wait to kno». 
Fuly 10th. 

Since I wrote the foregoing, I have feen Mr. 
Willams. He confirms this account, and adds, 
that the mob expreffled great diffatisfaction that 
thofe who fet them on did not appear to talk for 
them... Several of the mob, and particularly the 
Captain, a noted mob leader, have declared their 
approbation of Mr. Williams’s conduét, and that 
they will defend him againft any other attack. On 
the other hand, great pains are taken to drive him 
out by intimidation: private letters have been fent 
to him, without a name; and one of the chiefs of 
the faction declared publickly againft his fool 
hardinefs in ftaying in this town. But Mr. Wil- 
liams declares he will not go out of the town, 
unlefs he is drove out by force. He tells me he 
fears no danger: and I am inclined to think he will 
fucceed in his defiance of the fa¢tion and their tools. 
If he does, he may do good fervice in leffening the 
terror which the troops of the faction have occafio- 
ned here, Jam, &c. 

FRA. BERNARD. 

Inclofed is a paper ftuck up on Saturday morning. 
PS. 


ae 


oa ae ee 
. +e aN <> 
Spite, me ake ee = 


Stra cee 
os oe 


Spipias trina 


ss 


+235 
eee 


Stes alesse 





(Gay. )) : 

P. S. Obferving that there was no account in 
any of the news papers, of the riot on Friday night, 
or the meeting at the Town Houfe on: Saturday, I 
afked the reafon of it, and was told that the fons 
of liberty had forbid all the printers publifhing any 
thing of it. If the King’s Government fhould affume 
fuch a power, what would they fay ? 

A. true copy. 











Copy of a letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl of 
Hullfborough, dated Bolton, Auguft 6, 1768. 
My Lord, 

OUR Lordfhip will obferve from my Letter 
No. g, and its inclofures, that I fignified to 
the Houfe, that if I fhould be obliged to diffolve 
the Affembly, I fhould not think myfelf at: liberty 
to call another until I received his Majefty’s orders. 

Therefore I was afked in Council, whether I had re- 

ceived a fpecial order for that purpofe, or whether 

I drew it by implication from any part of your 

Lordfhip’s letter. I anfwered that I drew it from 

two pafiages in your Lordfhip’s letter: Firft, I am 

ordered if I diffolve the Affembly to fend an’ ac- 
count of their proceedings, that his Mayjefty may 
lay the fame before his Parliament, to prevent fuch 
conduct for the future. Now if I was to call ano- 
ther Affembly without order, it might not be in the 
power of the King, wr the Parliament, topreventfuch 
conduct for the future; for it would probably be 
repeated before any. provifion could be made againft 
it. * Secondly, Your Lordfhip fignifies to me that 
if the diffolution fhould operate to. the diicontinu- 
ance of any neceflary eftablifhments, care will be 
taken for the fupport of Government.—By this it 

is plain, that your Lordfhip does not expect that I 

fhould calla new Affembly ; for in fuch cafe your 

Lordfhip would have directed me to call upon the 

new 
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new Affembly to renew the difcontinued eftablifh- 
ments. 

But if your Lordfhip’s intention had not appear- 
ed fo plain, my own difcretion would have direéted 
me, not to have called another Affembly foon after 
the diffolutionof the former.—Such a proceeding has 


{carce ever failed to produce bad confequences ; in’ 


the prefent cafe it would have the worft. The 
chief alteration in the Houfe would be in the exclu- 
fion of thofe few members, or a oreat part of them 
who, in the late queftion, dared ‘to: fide with the 
King, and have fince been held up in the public 
papers, as objects of the refentment of the people. 
It were to be wifhed, that a new Aflembly might 
not be cailed until the people had got into a better 
temper, and had gained truer notions of their rights 
and intereft, than they have at prefent: when. that 
time will come, God knows; it will depend mere 
upon what is done at Weftminfter, than upon. any 
meafures that can be purfued here. I can therefore 
only ftate to your Lordfhip, the inconveniences 
which will attend the not calling the Affembly, 
until the next general election, and wait your Lord- 
fhip’s orders. «. 

The ufual time for the Affembly’s, meeting. for 
the Winter’Seffion, has of late been about the mid- 
dle of January.—The Seffion has ufually lafted 
about two months; ereat part of which has been 
lately {pent in political fquabbles, rather than in 
real bufinefs. ‘The ordinary bufinefs of this Seffion 
has been toclect Officers, viz. Treafurer, Commiffa- 
ry, and Impoft Officer, and fome leffer of no great 
fignificance, to grant falaries to the Judges, and 
other Officers, and to the Prefident and Profeffors 
of tae College, &c. and to pafs the Ad of Ton- 
nage and Impoft. The clection of Officers may be 
pottponed; for in fuch cafe, they would continue 
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( 64 ) 
in their offices by their former appointment; and 
the election is nothing more but the continuance of 
the fame officers. ‘The grants of falaries may be 
poftponed, without any other inconvenience than 
a delay of payment for about three months. The 
not renewing the Impoft Bill, would I believe dif 
continue that revenue for about two months, but I 
can’t be certain of it, as I have not the Bill by me. 
Thefe are the principal ordinary inconveniencies 
which would arife from the not calling another 
Affembly beforenext May. They muft be balanced 
by the advantages propofed by the fufpenfion ; and 
the whole will be governed by the meafures which 
are taken for the reftoration of the Government, 
And I muft beg your Lordfhip’s favour, that I] may 
receive orders, whether I am, or am not, to call 
the Affembly: for when the ufual time fhall come, 
it will be quite neceffary, that the Governor fhould 
be able to vouch pofitive orders for his not calling 
the Affembly, if he is not to do it—In regard to 
the calling the new Affembly in May, it will require 
much conficeration, but there is time enough for 
that as yet. 

There is another matter for confideration in call- 
ing anew Affembly, which I cannot overlook, be- 
caufe it 1s a common fubject of reflection; and yet 
YT muft own I dare not give my advice in it with 
that freedom, with which I could with to a¢t in all 
publick. bufinefs. It is, whether, when a new Af- 
iembly is called, it ought to meet at Bofton, or a 
fome other town. People imagine, that the prin- 
cipal part, which Bofton (diftinguifhed from other 
towns) has taken in raifing and fomenting the pre- 
fent troubles of the province and the continent, will 
probably incur, and deferve the cenfure of having 
the Government removed from it; others fay,_ that, 
if. Botton is fubjected, ‘arid brought into order, the 
INCONs 
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inconveniences which the Government now feels, 
by being feated there, would be removed. For my 
own part, [ could fpeak upon this fubjeét, where.t 
could explain mydfelf occafienally, but I know not 
how to write upon it; all that I can now fay is,’ 
that, if the prevailing faction fhould be effectually 
checked, and the terror of the mobs removed, it 
night be better to keep the Government here; but 
undoubtedly, for thefe three years laft, Govern- 
ment has fuffered very much by its being feated 
here. ‘There are no two towns on the continent 
more contrafted, in regard to refpect, and duty to 
the King’s Government both at home and _ here, 
than Bofton and (the fecond town in the province) 
Salem.—And yet I could not recommend the re- 
moving the Government to Salem, otherwife than 
as a temporary cenfure; but this is a fubject- too 
delicate for public letters. , | 

Having gone thus far, I find a great deficiency 
from the want of a proper reprefentation of the 
preient {tate of this Government, which is brought 
fo low, that it can never recover itfelf by any inter- 
nal means, without a facrifice of the rights of the 
imperial power: This is a nice tafk, and I with I 
could do it in perfon; if I cannot, I fhall have 
much difficulty to reprefent it in writing, and will 
overcome it as well as I can. . 

Lam, with great refpect, my Lord, 
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient, and moft humble 

Servant, FRA. BERNARD, 
The right honourable 
the Earl of Hillfborough. 


A true copy, 
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Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard to the Fart 
of Hillfborough, dated Botton, 9th Auguft, 1768. 

My Lord, 

Think it proper to inform your Lordfhip, that 

for above a week paft there has been agitated 
among the merchants of this town a fabfcription 
acaintt i importing Enelifh goods, Tt was begun 
by two principal merchants who have all alone 
abetted the purpofes of the faction. At firft they 
met with very little fuccefs, but perfevering in ‘it, 
and ways and means being ufed to pufh it on, it 
was laft night reported at their third meeting, that 
there was a fufficient number of fubfcribers to carry 
the matter into execution ; that there were forty who 
would not fubfcribe, but would obferve the re- 
ftriction, and thirty-five who would neither fubfcribe 
nor obferve. The latter I ae pole are to be brought 
to reafon by mob-law, otherwife thirty-five import- 
ers only, will defeat the fcheme. 

There was the like fubfcription fet about at the 
beginning of March latft, of which. gave an ac- 
count in my letter to my Lord Shelburne, No. 9.. 
That was defeated by the merchants of Philadelphia. 
refufing to concur in the meafure, and the mer- 
chants of New-York thereupon declining it alfo, 
upon which thofe of Bofton were obliged to give it 
up. But now I fuppofe they affure themfelves of 
better fuccefs: at thofe places, and expect to raife 
a combination formidable enough to alarm Great 
Britain, at the meeting of the Parliament. But, my 
Lord, the futility of this threat will be expofed by 
an enquiry into. the quantity of goods which have- 
been lately ordered from Great-Britain, which has 
exceeded and anticipated the ufual quantities and: 
times in order to provide for an abftinence from. 
importation for a year: this is profeffed by fome, 
and is undoubtedly true of others, who are too at- 
tentive 
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tentive to their own intereft to defift from irporta- 


tion: withotit taking care not to have occafion for it. 


But the non-fubferibers, among which are fome of 


the principal importers of the town, will effectually 
defeat this {cheme, if they are fufficiently fecured 
from mobs, which it is fuppofed they and all others 
will be before the firft of January next. 
I am with great refpect, my Lord, 
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient and moft humble 
Servant, FRA: BERNARD: 

To the right honourable 
the Earl of Hillfborough. 

See my letter No. 9, before-mentioned, Par. lat 
but one. 

A true copy: 





Extraét of a Letter from Governor Bernatd to the Earl 
of Hilliborough, dated Bofton, Auguft 29, 1768. 


Inclofe the printed account of the celebration of 

the 14th of Auguft, being the day of hanging 
the Stamp-Officer in effigy, and deftroying his houfe 
in reality. This is the third anniverfary celebration 
of this day; at the head of the proceilion were two 
principal merchants who have all along abetted ‘the 
parades of the Sons of liberty. In the proceffion, a 
I have been informed by feveral perfons; was one 
Moore, who was a principal hand in pulling down 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s houfe, was committed to 
gaol for it, and refcued from thence by a number 
of people in the night. This man is now at liberty 
to celebrate thofe exploits, by which he legally in- 
eurred the penalty of death. 

A true copy. 
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Extraét of a letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl 
of Hillfborough, dated September gth, 1768. 

My Lord, 

HE July mail arrived here laft Saturday, 

Sept. 3. which brought me the duplicate of 

your Lordfhip’s letter No. 10, and the original of 

No. 11, 12, 13,14 and.15. The June mail which 

to-morrow will -have left Ioondon thirteen weeks, is 

not yet come here; by it I expect to receive the 
original of No. to. 

Your Lordfhip’s obfervation cf the intention of 
the faétion, to defeat all conciliating meafures, will 
be fully confirmed, if it is not already. Their in- 
fluence over the Courts of Juftice, efpecially at 
Bofton, is carried to am enormous length, of which 
there has béen lately a moft extraordinary inf{tance. 
On Monday Augutt 22d, being the’day before the 
fitting of the fuperior Court, there came out in the 
Bofton Gazette a moft virulent libel againft the Chief 
Juftice, in which he was threatned, that if he gave 
any more fuch charges as at the former Seffion, his 
private life and converfation fhould be expofed in 
that paper, by which he is to be rendered odious to 
the people. The next day when the Court was 
opened, the Grand Jury was found to have among 
them feveral of the abettors of the Bofton mobs, 
and particularly the famous Capt. Malcolm, who 
having twice in a forcible manner fet the laws of 
trade at defiance with fuccefs, has thereby raifed him- 
felf to be a Mob Captain; and was actually the 
raifer of the mob which abufed the Cuftom-Houtfe 
Officers on the roth of June laft. This man was 
thought a fit perfon to be upon the Grand Jury, 
before whom his own riots were to be inquired into. 
To account for this your Lordfhip muft know that 
in this Government, Juries, both Grand and Petty, 
are not returned by and at the election of the Sheriff, 
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( 69. ) 
but by the appointment of the feveral towns, and 
returned by the Conftables. 

This being the cafe, 1t-was to no purpofe for the 
Chief Juftice to enter into particulars concerning the 
late riots: He therefore made his charge general, 
except only vindicating himfelf from an infamous lie 
publithed i in the Bofton Gazette, afferting that he had 
received a commiffion from England appointing him 
Chief Juftice. The Attorney General had been or- 
dered by me with the advice of Council to profecute 
the rioters on the roth of June. But when he came 
to lay it before the Grand Jury, no evidence could 
be procured againft any one man. There had been 
two or three hundred people who paraded and did 
great part of the mifchief in the public ftreets in 
the day time; and yet no man could be found who 
dared to charge any of them. And it is no wonder 
whilft the head of the mob fat upon the Grand Jury 
ready to mark thofe who fhould teftify againft his 
mob. And I fuppoie the Attorney General was not 
very earneft in endeavouring to procure evidence ; 
as he mutt fee, that before furch a Grand Jury there 
was no probability of getting a Bill found. 

Iam ijorry, my Lord, that I cannot continue to 
give the Council that credit, which I have done in 
former letters. Immediately after the vote in the 
Houfe for not refcinding, &c. the Council fuftered 
fo great a change.that they don’t appear to be the 
fame perfons. And I can no longer depend upon 
them, for that affiftance, which I have been ufed to 
expect and often to receive of them, in fupport of 
the rights of the Crown. They feem to have caught 

the general intimidation, to look upon the caufe of 
the ‘prefent Government to be defperate, and to 
think that it is high time that they fhould take care 
of their interefts with the prevailing party of the 

people. And yet I am convinced that thefe gentle- 
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Ce 
men, or the greateft part of them, are in their hearts 
friends to Government, and would choofe to be 
numbered among them, if they were independent 
. the people. “But it is a melancholick truth, that 

his Government after a three years war is @ length 
fube ued, and in my opinion will never recover it- 
felf, un til fome amendment is made in the Confti- 
tution, efpecially in the appointment and ftability 
of the Council. I fhall not produce .inftances in 
fupport of thefe affertions now, they will be fully 
explained hereafter. 
A true copy. 
Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl 
of Hillfborough, dated Bofton, September 16, 1768. 
oy Lord, 
N the Bofton Gazette of the 5th inftant, appeared 
a paper, containing a fyftem of politicks, ex- 
ceeding all former exceedings. Some took it for 
the cafual raifings of an occafional enthufiaft, But 
I perfuaded myfelf it came out of the Cabinet of the 
faction, and was preparatory to fome actual opera- 
tions againft the Government. In this perfuafion, 
i! confidere -d that if the troops from Halifax were 
to.come here of a fudden, there would be no ayvoid- 
ing an. infurrection, which would at leaft fall upon 
the Crown Officers, if it did not amount to an op- 
pofition to the troops. I therefore thought it would 
be beft that the expectation of the troops fhould be 
oradually communicated, that the heads of the 
faction might have time to confider well what they 
were about, and prudent men opportunity to in- 
terpofe their advice. I therefore took an occafion 
to ‘mention to one of the Council, in the way of 
difcourfe, that I had private advice that troops were 
ordered hither, but I had no public orders about it 
myself, This was on the eighth inftant, and before 
: night 
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mioht it was thoroughly cutulated all over the 
town. 

The faction immediately todk the alarm: and at 
firft nothing was to be heard among them but de- 
clarations that the troops fhould not enter the town. 
But nothing was done in public, but appointing 
Town-imecting on Monday following. In private 
there were, as I am-told, two: SIGLTNES, the one a 
large one on Friday nicht, the 9th, where it was the 
general opinion that they fhould raife the country; 
and oppote the troops. The other meeting, as I 
am informed, was very fmall and private on Sa- 
turday night at the houfe of one of the chiefs, 
and there it was refolved to furprize and take the 
Caftle on the Monday night following. I don’t re- 
late thefe accounts as certain facts, but only as re- 
ported and believed. On Saturday night an em pty 
turpentine barrel was put up upon the poll of the 
beacon (which had been lately erected anew in 4 
great. hurry by the Select-men without con 
me). This gave a great alarm the next ae pe 
the Council fent to me on Sunday afterncon to de- 
fire I would order a Council, which I held at a 
eentleman’s houfe half way es me and Bofton. 
Here it was debated what means fhould be ufed to 
take the barrel down; and it was refolved that the 
Select-men fhould be defired to take it down, but 
they would not do it. 

On the Monday at the Hall the faction appeared 
furrounded with all its forces. There were very 
few of the principal Gentlemen there; fuch as were, 
appeared only as curious, and perhaps anxious 
fpectators; the meeting was opened with fpeeches 
much to the fame purpofe as the paper encloied 
and firft mentioned. Nothing was then refolved 
but to put two queftions to me, which your Lord- 
fhip will fee in the printed account ,; and to appoint 
E. 4 a OCI ner: al 
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a 
a genera) Committee ‘to confider and report. The 
next day the pore were made, upon which fol- 
lowed a fet of fpeeches by the chiefs of the faction, 
and no one elfe; which followed one another in fuch 
order and method, that it appeared as if they were 
acting a play, every thing both as to matter and 
onder, feeming to have been preoo aiaee before- 
hand. As they have printed their own account to 
circulate it round the province, I fhall only add to 
it, an account of fome of thefe fpeeches, Ftor: the 
tenor of which, the general intention of the whole 
tranfaction will be fully explained. 

I fhould have mentioned before, that in the 
middle of the hall where they met, were depofited 
in chefts, the town-arms, amounting, as it 1s faid, 
to about 400. ‘Thefe, as I have before informed 
your Lordfhip, about four or five months ago, were 
taken out of the lumber-rooms, where they had 
lain for fome years palt, to be cleaned ; and have 
fince been laid’ upon the floor of the Town-hall, to 
remind the people of the ufe of them. ‘Thefe arms 
were often the fubject of difcourfe, and were of 
fingular ufe to the orators in the way of action. As 
the fubject of their debates turned upon arming the 
town and country againft their enemies, the proba- 
bility of a French war was mentioned as a pretence 
for arming the town, anda cover for the frequent 

ufe of the word enemy. It was faid that the enemy 
would probably be here before the convention met, 
that is within ten days; it was moved that the arms 
fhould be now delivered out to oppofe the exemy 
this was objected to, for that they might fall into 


o 
hands, who would not ufe them. But this flimfy 
veil was not always kepton ; it was often faid, that 


they had a right to oppofe with arms a military 
force, which was fent to oblige them to fubmit to 
unconftitutional Laws, and when it was required ta 
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(788) 
be more explicit, the.Chairman faid, that they un- 
derftood one another very well, and pointing with 
his hand, added, There are the arms; when an 
attempt is made again{t your liberties, they will be 
delivered ; our declaration wants no explication! 
and indeed it does not. 

When firft it was moved that the Governor be 
defired to call an Affembly, it was faid to be to 
provide for the fafety of the province, and put it 
in a pofture of defence: it was thereupon obferved, 
that that would make troops neceflary, and it was 
immediately ftruck out. One cried out that they 
wanted a head; this was over-ruled, for indeed it 
was too premature. Another, an old man, pro- 
tefted again{ft every thing but rifine immediately, 
and taking all power into their own hands. One 
man, very profligate and abandoned, argued for 
maffacring their enemies ; his argument was fhort— 
Liberty is as precious as life, if a man attempts to 
take my life, I have a right to take his. Ergo, If 
aman attempts to take away my liberty, I have a 
right to take his life. He alfo argued that when a 
people’s liberties were threatned, they were in a ftate 
of war, and had a right to defend themfelves. And 
he carried thefe arguments fo far, that his own party 
were obliged to filence him. 

I will now make one obfervation on one paflage 
in the printed declaration, to fhew to what leneth 
is capable of being carried, a pretenfion to an 
exemption from the authority of Great-Britain. It 
has been heretofore argued that the Parliament has 
no authority over the American Colonifts, becaufe 
they are not teprefented in the Parliament of Great 
Britain; and in confequence that the provincial 
Affemblies are to all intents and purpofes the Par- 
liament in regard to the fubjeéts of the refpective 
colonies, ‘This has been heretofore applied only 7 
the 
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the raifing and difpofing of public money: and 
now obferve a large ftride to a very different bufi- 
nefsy becaufe it is declared in an Act of. the firft of 
William and Mary, that no ftanding army fhall be 
kept up in the kingdom in time of peace, but by 
confent of Parliament; therefore, the King fall 
not keep any part of the ftanding army railed and 
fupported by the Parliament in any American pro- 
vince, without the confent of the provincial Affem- 
bly. And this exemption is pleaded in virtue of a 
charter granted by King William, &c. without the 
authority of Parliament, and confequently, according 


to true revolutional principles, not to be pleaded 


againft the Parliament, as according to fuch prin- 
ciples the King has no power by his own Act only, 
to exempt any fubjects of Great Britain from the 
uthority of Parliament. 

E herewith inclofe a blank copy of the precept 
which the Seleétmen of Bofton have ufed in calling 
together the Convention: furely fo daring an at- 
fumption of the Royal Authority was never prac- 
tifed by any city or town in the Britifh dominions, 
even in the times of greateft diforder ; not even by 
the city of London, when the great rebellion was 
at the higheft, and the confufion arifing from thence 
moft urgent for fome extraordinary meafures. How 
large this meeting will be, and what they will do, 
at prefent can only be gueffed at. But as they have 
hitherto purfued the dictates of the paper in the 
Bofton Gazette, it may be fuppofed, that they will 
go ‘through with them, and exclude the Crown 
Officers, and refume the firft original Charter, which 
has no ingredient of royalty in it. It‘certainly will 
be fo, if it is not prevented by power from without; 
and I much doubt whether the force already or- 
dered by General Gage, viz. two regiments, will 
be fufficient, For my own part, if I had any place 
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of protection to refort to, I would publith a pro- 
clamation again{t the affémbling the Convention. 
But I dare not take fo fpirited a {tep without firft 
jecuring my retreat. 

It is now a great gueftion whether the King’s 
troops will be fuffered to enter the town or -not- 
the general opinion isin the affirmative. The defion 


again{t the Caftle is now fo well known, that it is- 


probable that the very names of the ‘people who 
were enrolled for that fervice to the number of 500, 
or of the chief of them, will be difcovered, T he 
chiefs of the party now own that it will be impof 
fible for them to hold the Caftle or the Town, tho? 
they fhould feize and garrifon them for the prefent. 
They therefore, at leaft fome of them, feem content 
that the troops fhall {tay here, till the Parliament 
has determined upon their remonftrances ; as they 
fay the troops cannot remain here for two years, if 
the Parliament refufes to do them juttice, 

lam, &c. FRA. BERNARD; 

A true copy. 
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Copy of a letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl of 

Fiillfborough, dated Botton, Sept. 23, 1768. 

My Lord, 

PON the receipt of your Lordthip’s letter, 

U No. 16, [ordered a Council to be called on 
the morning of Monday laft; at which time I com- 
municated the two firft paragraphs of your Lord- 
thip’s letter, and alfo a Letter from General Gace 
to me, wherein he writes,. that, in obedience to his 
Majefty’s commands, he had ordered two regiments 
from .Halifax to Bofton, the one to be quartered 
at Bofton, the other at Cattle William, and de- 
firing that quarters might be provided for a 
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The Council inftantly reforted to the act of Par- 
fiament, and there it-was read, that if there were 
no barracks, the troops fhould be quartered in the 
public houfes, and if they were not fufficient, then 
the Governor and Council, or in their default, the 
Fuftices of the Peace fhould hire barns, out-houfes, 
8c. for them. They therefore faid, that as there 
were no barracks, they had nothing to do with it; 
for it was the bufinefs of the conitables to billet 
them in the public houtes, and the Council had 
nothing to do till the public houfes were full. = 
anfwered, that they mult be fenfible, that this act 
of parliament (which feemed to: be made only with 
a view to marching troops) could not be carried 
into execution in this cafe ; for if thefe troops were 
to be quartered in public houtes, and thereby 
mixt with the people, their intercourfe would be 
a perpetual fource of affrays and bloodfheds 5 and 
I was fure, that no commanding. officer would 
confent to having his troops feparated into {mall 
parties in a town, where there was fo public and 
profeffed a diffaffection to his Majefty’s Britifh go- 
vernment; and as to hiring barns, out-houles, &c, 
it was mere trifling to apply that claufe to winter 
quarters in this country, where the men could not 
live but in buildings with tight walls and plenty of 
fire places ; therefore the only thing to be done was 
to provide barracks; and to fay, that there were 
none; was only true, that there was no building 
built for that purpofe ; but there were many public 
buildings that might be fitted up for that purpofe 
with no great inconvenience. At laft, what. I faid, 
produced a Committee of Council, to confer with 
the Selecimen about providing quarters for the 
troops ; and the Council was adjourned. 

I had no opinion of this reference, but could 
not avoid conlenting to it—l confidered that the 
Selectmen 
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Scleftmen were the tools of the faction, and the 
defign of the latter was to embarrafs the bufinefs 
of providing quarters, fo: as to oblige the officers 
to make good their own quarters, and from thence, 
to ground an infurreétion of the people againit the 
invaders of their property. I was told two or 
three days before this Council met, that eX- 
plained the plan at the Town-meeting, (or at fome 
other meeting about the fame time, | forget which) 
in the following manner. ‘¢ There are no barracks 
in the town, and therefore by Act of Parliament 
they muft be quartered in the public houfes ; but 
no one will keep a public houfe on fuch terms, 
and there will be no public houtes ; then the Go- 
vernor and Council muft hire barns, out-houtes, 
&c. for them; but no-body is obliged to let them, 
no-body will let them, no-body will dare to let 
them. The troops are forbid to quarter themfelves 
in any other manner than according to the Act of 
Parliament, under fevere penalties ,; but they can’t 
quarter themfelves according to the act, and there- 
fore they muft leave the town, or feize on quarters 
contrary to the act. When they do this, when they 
invade property, contrary to an act of Parliament, 
we may refift them with the law on our fide.” 
So here is a fyftem to make an act impracticable, 
and then to oppofe the King’s troops for not ob- 
ferving it! Indeed the act is unpracticable enough 
without all this contrivance; but what 1s moft 
furprizing, is, that fo many perions of confidera- 
tion and property fhould join in fupporting a 
{cheme, which, if it is carried into its full execu- 
tion, muft involve this town into univerfal defola- 
tion and ruin, in order to fave a few defperate and 
swicked men-from being made anfwerable for their 
crimes; and yet your Lordfhip will find the fore- 
mentioned fyftem of reafoning adopted by men, 
from 
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( 7 }) 
from whom one could not expeét to have heard it 
ferioufly mentioned. 7 

At the next Council, which was yefterday, 
the Committee reported, that the Seleétmen had 
given for anfwer, that there was an A& of Parlia- 
ment for the quartering the troops, and they had 
hothing to do with it, but give it for their opinion, 
that it would be moft for the peace of the town, 
that the two regiments expected from Halifax fhould 
be quartered at the Caftle.. That in regard to the 
troops expected from Ireland, it was time enough 
to think of them, as it would be a long time before 
they would arrive, and, moft probably, they would 
hot come before winter; for Mr. Hancock, one 
of the Selectmen, had told them, that he had ad- 
vice from London, that the troops ordered from 
Ireland would not fait till after the Parliament met: 
and ———, the gentleman who reported, faid, that 
if they were to fail-this fall, it would be fo late, 
that probably they would not get in thefe feas tilt 
winter was fet in, and then they would be drove off 
the coaft.—In this manner was your Lordthip’s po- 
fitive notice of the ordering thefe troops to embark 
immediately, and his Majefty’s orders thereupon, 
treated. 

After the report was made, followed feveral 
fpeeches, all tending to give reafons why they could 
hot provide barracks for the reception of the troops. 
—It was ftrongly urged, that the Act of Parliament 
directed how to quarter the troops, and they could 
not depart from it.I reminded’ them, that at the 
laft Council it was generally agreed, that it would 
never do to quarter the troops in public houfes; for 
it would produce the utmoft diforder throughout 
the town; and they muft be fenfible, that the 
troops could not live, in the winter of this country, 
in‘ barns, out-houfes, &c.—That I did not want 
them 















































( 9g) 
them to act againit the Act of. Parliament, but to 
Carry into execution the firft part of it, which re- 
commended the troops being put into barracks, as 
the moft preferable difpofition 14, and thereby’ avoid 
refortine to the latter parts of it, which had been 
admitted by them to be impracticable. eye 
an{wered, that if ene. were to follow the Act of Par 

liament, the barracks at the Caftle; which were in 
the town of Bofton, muft be filled before they could 
demand other quarters ~—That the barracks at the 
Caftle would hold the whole of the two regiments 
from Halifax.—I obferved, that they confounded 
the words Town and Tow nfhip: ; that the Caftle was, 

indeed, in the townfhip of Bofton, but was fo f far 
from being in the town, that it was diftant from ié 
by water three miles, and by land feven. Befides, 
in the General’s orders, there was an exprefs diftinc- 
tion between the Town and the Caftle, one regi- 
ment being to be quartered in the Town, and the 
other at the Caftle—-That 1t could not thereby be 
intended that both fhould be quartered.at the Caftle. 
And in your Lordthip’s orders, that the two regi- 
ments from Ireland fhould be iaeied at Botton, it 
could not be conceived, ‘that your Lordfhip ima~ 
gined, that the Caftle, which was known to ftand! 
upon an ifland fome miles diftant from Bofton, was: 
in Bofton; and that, in executing thofe orders, it: 
would be fufficient to land thofe regiments at the 
Caftle. But it was infifted, that Town and Town- 
fhip was the fame, and that the Caftle was in the 
Town of Bofton; and that, as the act had directed 
the barracks to be firft ufed, neither the General’s: 
letter nor your Lordfhip’s cot uld alter the law. And 
one gentleman added, that if there had been other 
barracks ‘in the province, though. at fifty miles 
diftance, they muft be filled before apy pai: ied 
could be demanded at. Bofton.. I told them,. that 
this 
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this fallacious way of reafoning, however it miglit 
flatter them, would not pafs elfewhere; and parti- 
cularly, they never would be able to perfwade the 
commanding officers, who are ordered to land their 
troops at Bofton, to land them at the Caftle; and 
therefore, as the officers would certainly bring their 
troops into the town, if no barracks were provided 
for them, they would, in their own defence, be 
obliged to take poffeifion of fome of the public 
buildings, and make barracks for themfelves. 1 
was then told by one gentleman, as it was fuppofed 
that the troops would be under my command, if they 
fhould come into town, and take quarters con- 
trary to law, I fhould be charged as the author of 
it. I replied, that whatever power I might have 
over the troops, I certainly fhould not have that of 
requiring them to difobey their orders. On the 
other hand, I defired them to confider what they 
would have to an{fwer for, if, by refufing to concur 
with me in providing barracks for the troops, they 
fhould oblige them to provide their own quarters, 
and thereby afford a pretence for the enemies of 
the public peace to draw the people into an oppofi- 
tion to the King’s troops, which they had in vain 
attempted to. bring about previous to their landing. 
1 then gave them the account of the declaration of 
——-— upon this fubject, as mentioned in pages 
zg and 4 of this letter: and J might have added, 
that it was long ago fince I firft heard that it was 
the intention of the faction to embarrafs the bufinefs 
of quartering the.troops, ‘and thereby fet them and 
the people together by the ears. In the courfe of 
this difpute it was frequently urged on the fide of 
the Council, that they had no power to draw money 
out of the treafury for building or fitting up bar- 
racks. This argument was always ready at hand, 
when any plan was propofed for the purpofe. As 
I faw 
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df faw we were like to rife without doing any thing; 


I was reduced'to make a propofal, as my ultimate 
effort. I obferved, that Colonel Dalrymple, with 
the two regiments from Halifax, were expected 
every day: that the barracks at the Caftle, although 
they had held tooo men for a fhort time in the 
fummer, yet they would not hold much more than 
a regiment with convenience; and ‘Colonel Dal- 
rymple certainly would not confent to take lef than 
a regiment to Bofton; therefore accommodations 
for one regiment ought immediately to be provided. 
—That there was the Manufactory-houfe (a brick 
building belonging to the province) now wholly un- 
appropriated, and inhabited’ only by felf-fettlers, 
who are ready to go out at a day’s warning—T his 
building, with a {mall addition to it for officers, 
would hold a regiment. I therefore defired, that 
they would authorize me to fit up this building, 
with the addition; and I would affure them, that, 
if the Affembly fhould refufe to allow this expence, 
I would engage to recommend it to the Kino’s Mi- 
nifters, fo that it fhould be paid by the Crown, and 
they fhould be indemnified from it. When this 
was done, we fhould have time to confider of pro- 
viding for the two regiments from Ireland. If the 
refufed this, I did not fee how they could clear 
themfelves from being charged with a defign to em- 
barrafs the quartering the King’s troops, nor of the 
confequences which might follow the obliging the 
troops to make good their own quarters. I fpoké 
this fo forcibly, that fome of them were {taggered, 
and defired further time to confider of it ; | therefore 
adjourned the Council to this day, and fince, on 
account of the weather, to to-morrow. TI have fince 
{poke with feveral of them, and they all tell me, 
that I fhall never get a vote for providing barracks 
for the troops at Bofton.—One of them pleafantly 
F faid, 
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faid, “ What can you expect from a Council, who 
are more afraid of the People than they are of the 
King,” 

September 24. The bad weather continuing, I am 
obliged to pofipone the Council to another day, as 
feveral of them come out of the country, and would 
not attend on this day; and, as there are two fhips 
ready to fail as foon:as this ftorm is over, I fhall 
probably fend away this letter and its duplicate, 
before I can bring this bufinefs to a conclufion. Tam 
forry I am obliged to give your Lordfhip a detail fo 
difagreeable to the body which is the fubject of it; 
but it is neceffary, as well to my vindication as to 
give your Lordfhip a true idea of the prefent ftate of 
this government: I fhall purfue this narrative “till 1 
have finifhed it.. In what I {hall have to write upon 
other parts of your Lordfhip’s letter, I fhall have 
frequent occafion to obferve, how impoffible it will 
be for.me to execute his Majefty’s commands, ac- 
cording to his expectation, until I have a Council 
more dependent Upon the King than the prefent is. 
I am, with great refpect, my Lord, your Lordfhip’s 

Moft obedient and moit humble fervant, 
Tothe Right Honourable pp, pERNARD. 
the Earl of Hillfborough. 

P. S. Sept. 24. After I had finithed this letter I 
received a meflage from the Council,to inform me, 
they were ready to give an anfwer to my propofal 
made at the laft Council. I accordingly met them, 
and received the anfwer; in which they pofitively 
tefufe to do any thing for providing for the troops 
éxpected from Halifax, except fitting up, the bar- 
racks at the Caftle; and for the troops ‘expected 
from Ireland, they abfolutely refufe to make any 
provifion, but fhall leave theny to be billeted ac- 
cording to act of Parliament; which they know to 
be impra¢ticable under the prefent circumftances "4 
the 
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the town, -I am forry to fee this {pirit got fo high 
in the government. It can end in nothing elfe but 
obliging the troops to provide their own, quarters. 
I cannot act in this myfelf: all that there is left for 
me to do, 1s. to give up the Manufactory-houfe for 
the ufe of the troops. This I will do without the 
Council, though I forefee it will create a clamour. 
They have taken back their anfwer to corre& fome 
miftakes: I fhall receive it to-morrow, and will fend 
your Lordthip a copy, with my obfervations upon it. 
1am, with great refpeét, my Lord, your Lordfhip’s 
Moft obedient and moft humble fervant, 
FRA. BERNARD. 
A true copy. 





Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl 
of Hillfborough, dated Bofton, September 26th, 
1768, 

My Lord, 

| Now fend your Lordfhip a copy of the Coun- 
cil’s anfwer to me concerning providing barracks 

for the troops, and what is extraordinary in print ; 

which fhall be explained in order. In the poftfcript 
of my laft, I informed your Lordfhip that the 

Council fent to me on Saturday, to defire that I 

would meet them to receive their anfwer to my 

propofal of fitting up the Manufactory-houfe. Ar 
that time there was a violent ftorm of wind and 
rain, and I was at my country houfe at Roxbury, 
five miles from Bofton. I thought, by their being 
in fuch an hurry, that they intended to do fome- 
thing; and, as there was no time to be loft, I de- 
termined not to regard the weather, but fet out 
immediately for Bofton: and I therefore was fur- 
prized to find that I was fent for in fuch a ftorm 
merely to receive a refufal,; for I was not in the 
fecret then, and did not know that aff¢his hurry, 
ne and 
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and drawing me through the worft weather I almoft 
ever travelled | in, was to get their writings through, 
fo that they might put it in the public Pepa on 
Monday. 

I mentioned to your Lordfhip, cibie they had 
taken back their anfwer to correét fome miftakes ; 
thefe miftakes were mentioning fayings of mine 
which I never faid, and couching infinuations 
which I did not obferve. Upon my explaining 
thefe paffages, it was faid that nothing was intended 
againit me, and that they would alter the paflages 
to my fatisfaGtion ; and they offered to do it di- 
rectly. I told them that I had rather that they 
fhould take it back and reconfider the whole; for 
it feemed to me that it wanted alteration, upon 
their account as well as mine. It was objected, 
that it would catfe the unneceffary trouble of call- 
ing another Council: I anfwered, that as there was. 
nothing to be advifed or ordered, I would confent that 
ee fhould deliver the paper, when corrected, to 
the Secretary, without calling a Council in form. 

They met early next Monda ay morning in the 
Council-chamber, when they made fome little alter- 
ations to. remove what I had excepted to, which 
however was not done fully: After which it. was 
moved, (neither myfelf nor the Secretary being 
prefent) that this anfwer. fhould: be printed in one 
of the papers of that day. This was oppofed, and 
occafioned fome little debate, when the queftion 
was put, and determined in the affirmative feven to 
thr ee; among the feven was one gentleman who 

rather acquieiced than approved ; the other fix be- 
ing firm in this fyftem.’ In the courfe of this de- 
bate, and alfo in the firft bringing in this paper, 
one gentleman argued againft it, and protefted 
againft fome parts of it; another took him. afide 
and faid, You had better not diftinguifh: yourfelf in 
this 
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this oppofition ; the Council are determined not to 
alter a word in this paper, they are refolved to adhere 
to the people ; the fame laft-mentioned gentleman, 
in arguing for the printing, faid, I have no imme- 
diate communication with them (meaning. the Sons 
of Liberty) but I know pretty well what is going on 
by my. intimately converfing with many of the 
middling people. I fay it again and again, and 
would have it. well underftood, that if we do not 
print this anfwer to the Governor this day, there 
will foon be no government. | 

Accordingly, they immediately fent for one of the 
printers of the Government Gazette, and ordered 
him to ftop his prefs, and gave the only copy of the 
anfwer ‘to him, to fet the pref by, immediately 
after it was finifhed. I came into the Council- 
chamber a little after eleven, and there I found one 
of the Council with the printer correcting the prefs, 
after which, and not before, the paper was delivered 
to me. Itold the gentleman, that I would imme- 
diately reprefent this to his Majefty, as the higheit 
infult that ever was put upon a King’s Governer. 

He anfwered, that there was no intention of affront. 

ing me. I replied, that moft probably there was 

not perfonally, for I had never deferved to be ill 
ufed by them; but there was a great affront put 
upon the King in his Reprefentative, and it was 
my bufinefs to refent that. | 

To fhew the hich nature of this ufurpation, I 
mult obierve, that the Council (except in their 
legiflative capacity) have no activity of their own 
without the Governor; they are by charter ap- 
pointed to advife and aflift the Governor, and 
therefore they cannot meet without the Governor, 
nor-can act .in any bufinefs but what he 
propofes. Indeed, it has been ufual to appoint 

Committees to prepare papers for the Council, 

but then fuch papers are reported to the Go- 
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vernor in Council, and have no validity until 
they are confirmed there. But for a Council to 
meet without the Governor, to appoint a Com- 
mittee, to meet again and receive the report of the 
Committee, to admit a motion for printing their 
proceedings, and put the queftion upon it, and to 
order the proceedings to be printed without the 
Govertnor’s confent or knowledge, and even before 
it was reported to him, is altogether a tranfaction 
never known or imagined before, and wholly illegal 
and. unconflitutional: there is but one way to 
make it regular, and that is, to-confider the Coun- 
cil as meeting in their legiflative capacity; this 
indeed will make all right, and they will form an 
upper Houfe to the Afiembly of Reprefentatives 
now fitting in convention, and then there will be 
nothing wanting to render it a complete General 
Court, but the authority and reprefentative of the 
King; if all this coming together does not operate 
fo as to produce an amendment (at leaft) of, the 
charter, wife and good’ men who want to fee the 
authority of the King’s government reftored, or 
rather rebuilt upon a more firm foundation, will 
be difappointed. ‘There is but one rational way 
of accounting for thefe proceedings of the Council, 
fo contrary to their conduct about feven months 
ago, and this is, that they are defirous to lend an 
hand to the Convention, to bring about a forfeiture 
of the charter; which, confidering how they have 
heretofore been treated by their conftituents, they 
may well be fuppofed to defire. 

As to the anfwer, I have little to fay about it, 
vavine fully explained the fyftem it is founded 
upon, in my letter immediately preceeding. It it 
wants any thing more, I will add a paragraph which 
ohe of the Council propofed to be inferted in their 
anfwer to me, but it was rejected: this paper has 
by chance fell into my hands, in the hand-writing 
0% 
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(8%) 
of the Propofer; and I will inclo& a copy of it. 
It fully fhews, that there is an intention of oppofing 
the treops by embarraffing their quarters, and 
attaching them afterwards, by means of fuch em- 
barrafiment ; to juftify which, a formal fyftem of 
law is already prepared. As to-what the Council 
have defired for the printing a formal anfwer to 
me, which I fent a copy of to your Lordthip, with 
my letter, No.  , your Lordfhip muft underftand, 
that fince the Council (I mean the majority of 
them in and about the town of Bofton) have gone 
over to the popular party, (the day of which revolt 
is precifely fixed) they have been very fond, in imi- 
ation of the faction of the Honufe, to do bufinefg by 
writings calculated for the prefs; the paper referred 
to, was plainly written for that purpote, but I pre- 
vented its being publifhed hitherto, and fhall, not- 
withitanding this public call, added to many pri- 
vate. In regard to the prefent publication, upon 
the frit Opening this bufinefs, I charged their pro- 
ceedings with fecrecy ; and the only pretence to 
evade this charge is, that I did not renew that 
charge at. every adjournment, though the fame 
bufinefs was continued. 

And now, my Lord, I confider the government 
as entirely fubdued ; the outworks have been taken 
by degrees ; the citadel, the council, however re- 
mained to the King, until within thefe three months, 
now that is furrendered, and the gatrifon has joined 
the enemy ; to fpeak plain, now the Council co- 
operate with the opponents of government, and 
they whofe bufinefs it is to adyife and affift me, do 
all they can to embarrafs me; they who ought to 
join with me in executing the King’s commands, 
are at the head of thofe who oppole them: what 
can I do, circumftanced as this eovernment at pre- 
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were now quietly in their quarters (which I don’t 
fee how they are like to be, by the means of the 
civil power only) it would not follow that the civil 
Government could refume its functions. It will 
take fome time to recover that intimidation and 
Jacheté which has prevaded. all orders of men. I 
fhall write more particularly upon this fubject when 
{ write in anfwer to the other parts of your Lord- 
fhip’s Letter which the prefent emergencies prevent. 
I am with great refpeét, my Lord, 
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient and moft humble 
Servant, FRA, BERNARD, 
‘The right honourable 
the Earl of Hillfborough. 
A true copy. 





Copy of a letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl of 
Hiullfborough, dated Bofton, September 27th, 1768, 


My Lord, 

N my letter No. 22, I informed your Lordfhip 
of the origination of calling an Affembly of re- 
prefentatives under the name of a Committee of con- 
vention, notwithftanding that is the name of the 
body, the Members alfo are all called Committees , 
fo that for diftin@tion fake, we muft call the body 
the Convention. ‘This Convention is now fitting ; 
they met on Thurfday, and did nothing that morn- 
ing but choofe a chairman and a clerk, viz. the 
late Speaker and the Clerk of the Houfe. The fame 
morning I prepared a meflage to this convention, 
and left it with Mr. Oliver the Secretary to deliver 
in the afternoon. I wrote it wholly in my hand, 
and my name fo written was in the title ; but as it 
was not underfigned by me they refufed to receive 
it. ‘This was only to gain time to fend me a mef- 
face before they acknowledged the receipt of mine. 
As they print what they do, your Lordfhip will 
Te 3 have 
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have their own account of thefe proceedings. The 
three days. laft week, they kept open doors; 
was then abfent. The two days this week they 
have kept the doors fhut ; — is with them. W! 





nat- 
ever further tranfpires I will inform your Lordfhip 
of it. 

It is now made a great queftion in what manner 
Great Britain will refent this proceeding ; for cer- 
tainly, at the fountain head it was intended to pro- 
voke arefentment, the great principle of the faction 
being to raife and blow up fire. Some fay, and 
efpecially in. the Convention itfelf, that the perfons 
affembling would be by act of Parliament rendered 
incapable of ferving in any public office. But this 
feems to be at once too confined, and too general a 
cenfure. ‘Ihe towns who chofe thefe deputies (next 
to that who iffued the fummons) are antwerable for 
this convention; and if they are a majority of the 
towns who fend Members, as their own accounts at 
the loweft aflert, the province is anfwerable. It is 
therefore concluded that the moft probable confe- 
quence will be the forfeiture of the charter. If this 
is the wort, it is an event moft devoutly to be de- 
fired by every well wifher to the province. Iam, "se 

FRA. BERNARD. 


A true copy. 





Copy of a letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl of 
Hillfborough, dated Bofton, Ofober 1, 1768. 


My Lord, 
T HE day my laft packet went out of the har- 

f bour, brought in the fleet from Halifax, with 
two regiments on board, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Dalrymple. As foon as I was 
informed of it, I went to the Caftle, and got there 
before the fhips got to anchor. Soon after 1 faw 
Colonel Dalrymple, and informed him of all the 
proceed- 
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proceedings of the Council concerning his quarters, 
and the difficulties he was to encounter. And it 
was apreed that I fhould calla Council at the Gaftle 
the next morning, ‘and invite the Colonel and com- 
manding officer of the fleet to attend the Council. 
The Council accordingly met at the Caftle the 
next morning, being Thurfday September 2gth. 
‘he commanding officers likewife attended after the 
bulineis was opened, the Colonel acquainted them 
in a very genteel manner that he was ordered to 
quarter one of the regiments. at Bofton; that he 
hoped he was going among his friends, and that his 
mien would on their parts behave as fuch; that he 
thould be glad if he could have quarters in the way 
of barracks, where he could keep his men under 
the eyes. of their officers, and then he would engage 
that his men fhould be kept in good order. He 
added feveral kind expreffions fignifying his defire 
to conduct the bufinefs in a manner that fhould be 
moft eafy and agreeable to the town. He was 
anfwered, that they hoped he would obferve the aét 
of Parliament: and if he did, he would put both 
his regiments in the barracks at the Caftle, which 
were in the town of Bofton, and capable of holding 
two regiments: that when the barracks were full, 
the Council had nothing to do with quartering 
troops till the public hotifes were full. ‘The Colo- 
nel faid he would not difpute whether the Caftle 
Hfland was in the town or not, they certainly were 
diftiné: places in his orders: That he was not ufed 
to difpute his orders but obey them, and therefore 
fhould moft certainly march his regiment in the 
town; and if they affigned him quarters in the pub- 
lic houfes he fhould take them: but then he could 
not be anfwerable for the good order of his men, 
which it would be impofiible to preferve, if they 
were intermixed with the town people and feparated 
7 from 
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from their officers. I then interrupted and afked, 
whether as the Colonel! had now told them, that he 
muft and would march his regiment into the town, 
it would not be beft to teconfider my propofal for 
fitting up the Manufattory houfe for a barrack. It 
was obferved that it was not regular to put a quel- 
tion until the Board was cleared: The gentlemen 
thereupon withdrew. — 

I then defired that in reconfiderine my propofal 
for fitting up the Manufactory houfe, they would 
let me know what objection they had to it: the 
only objection worth notice was that they had no 
power to draw the money. I told them that there 
was an appropriation in the treafury for contingent 
fervices, which had much more money upon it than 
would be wanted for this bufinefs, which was a 
contingent fetvice. They ftill declined it. I then 
told them that I would make one more propotal to 
them, which was, that if they would authorize me 
to fit up this building, I would be anfwerable it 
fhould be done at the charge of the Crown. This 
alfo they refufed-in writing, referring to their for- 
mer anfwer. I then gave them to underftand that 
thofe fubterfuges would not difappoint the execu- 
tion of the King’s commands ; and that I by myielt 
would affign the houfe in queftion for a barrack. 

The next morning when I got to the Caftle as. 
ufual to hold a further confultation, Capt. Montre- 
for, an engineer, arrived here, and brought letters 
from General Gage; for me and the Colonel, 
wherein the General fays, that by a number of 
private letters from Bofton to New York, and from 
the narrative of the proceedings of the town mect- 
ing at Bofton, it was reported and believed at Nev 
York, that the people in and about Bofton had “re- 
volted; he therefore fent Capt. Montrefor to afii 
the forces as engineer, and to enable them to r 
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cover and maintain the Caftle, and fuch other pofts 
as they could fecure. As things were not fo bad 
as this came to, the Colonel thought proper, upon 
the authority of thefe new orders, to alter his plan, 
and land both regiments at Bofton,’ without lofs of — 
time. I gave him a pofitive order to take poflef- 
fion of the Manufactory houfe for one; and the 
other reigment was to be encamped. This being 
refolved, the fleet was immediately put into motion, 
and by the next morning commanded the whole 
town—and this day at noon the troops began Jand- 
ing, and were all paraded on the common by four 
in the afternoon. ‘This was done not only without 
oppofition, but with tolerable sood humour.—T hus 
this bufinefs has been effeéted for the prefent, 
which would have had none of thefe difficulties, 
nor have occafioned fuch a parade, if it had not 
been for the undutiful behaviour of the Council. 


Tam, &c. FRA.-BERNARD. 
A true copy. 





Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard, to the Earl 
of Hillfborough, dated Bofton, Oober 3d, 
1768, ‘S 

My Lord, 
N my letter No. 25. I gave your Lordfhip an 
account of the proceedings of the convention ; 

in this I propofe to finifh it: They fat exactly a 

week, and their laft act I hereby fend your Lord. 

fhip a printed copy of, this and what I before fent 
being all that has been printed. They have be- 
fides, as I am told, prepared a petition to the King 
in the fame, or nearly the fame terms as the for- 

mer, and have fent it to Mr. De Berdt, with a 

Jong letter of inftructions, among which is, as is 

faid, a direction to give it into the King’s own 

hands, 
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hands. But I am not certain of this, as all this 
bufinefs was done with a kind of fecrecy, into 
which it is fcarce worth while to pry.’ 

The chief obferyation upon thefe writings, is of 
their moderation, fo very different from the temper 
of thofe who called this mecting. This is. ac- 
counted for many ways: many of the deputies 
came down with inftructions and difpofition to pre- 
vent the Boftoners involving the province in the 
confequences of their own mad devices: many of 
them were, from the beginning, fenfible of the im- 
propriety and danger of this proceeding, and were 
defirous, by a moderate conduct, to correét the one 
‘and ward off the other. My meffage (which was 
faid to be very high, tho’ I hope not too high for 
the occafion) altho’ it did not difperfe them, had 
the good effect to keep them in awe. Hence it 
was that ..°..., when he joined them, was per- 
fectly tame ; and his colleasue Adams, when he at- 
‘tempted to launch out in the language ufed in the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, was prefently filenced. 
‘And now thefe people affime to ‘themfelyes the 
merit of the moderation of thofe whom they called 
together for very different purpofes. 

However therefore this temperate condu& of 
thefe deputies may in fome meafure apologize for 
the towns who deputed them and for themfelves 
who affembled, it makes no excufe for thofe who 
took upon themfelves to call them together. For 
whoever reads the minutes of the Town meeting in 
which the fummoning this Convention. was ordered 
will eafily’ perceive that it was intended to have 
very different effects from thofe which it was iffued 
in. Tam, &c. 

FRA. BERNARD. 


A true copy. 
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Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard to the. Eaxt 

of Hillfborough, dated Bolton, October 574 and 

6th, 1768. | 

- My Lord, 

WAHE landing the two regiments at Bofton on 
. Saturday laft with fuch difpatch and parade, 
which I informed your Lordfhip of by No. 26, is 
like to have good effects, and will at laft, tho’ it 
has not done it at prefent, produce quarters:for the 
troops. On the Monday following I called the 
Council together, and laid before them a requifition 
of Col. Dalrymple’s for the ufual allowances: under 
the att of Parliament. Againft this it-was argued 
that they were ready on their parts:to:comply with 
the act of Parliament, if the Colonel would on his. 
tf therefore the Colonel. would remoye both the 
regiments to the Caftle, they would provide the 
allowances, otherwife not. This produced a good 
deal of debate,..after which I told.them, that the 
Colonel had defired that.if they were difpofed to 
refufe, he might be heard before the refutal was 
made abfolute, and I accordingly. dent for the 
Colonel. | . | 

He came with Capt. Smith, and I informed him 
of what was paffing. He enforced his requifition 
in very {trong words, not without fome hints of the 
King’s refentment which would follow their refulal, 
Ke faid that he had encamped .one of the regiments, 
and was providing barracks for the.other, that they 
might be both confidered to be in barracks.~ If 
therefore they refufed the allowances. becaufe they 
were not in the barracks at the Calftle, they took 
upon themfelyes to determine upon the propriety 
of the King’s ftationing his troops at this or that 
placey and to prefume to difpenfe with an. act of 
Parliament, unlefs the troops were ftationed at fuch 
places as they thought fit; ,altho’ fuch propofed 
{tationing 
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ftationing directly contradi&ted the intention of the 
King’s ordering the troops to be ftationed here at 
all, ‘his was the fubftance of the Colonel’s and 
my own reafoning upon ,the occafion, which had 
much weight, fo to induce the Council to defire me 
to give them, time to confider further of it; which 
{ did upon their affuring me that they would draw 
up no more papers for publication, accordingly 
the Council was adjourned to this day. 

Upon this day the Council met by themfelves in 
the Council Chamber, and two of the Council 
came to me to know if I could engage the Colonel 
to fend one of the regiments to the Caftle, if they 
would provide for the other. I faid, I could make 
no fuch terms with the Colonel, but as he hap- 
pened then to come in, they might hear from him- 

felf. He faid that his orders were to ftation the 
_ two regiments in the town, but if things were 
quiet, and the troops well received and accommo- 
dated, he made no doubt but the’ General would 
allow one regiment to go to the Caftle: for which 
purpofe he had already wrote. The gentlemen re- 
turned to the Council, they continuing to fit by 
themfelyes at the Council Chamber; when after 
many debates it was determined to fupply the 
sroops by eight again{ft five in the Council then 
aflembled. 

After noon they came to me in a body, and gave 
me an anfwer in writing, wherein they refolved that 
1 fhould appoint a perfon to provide the allowances, 
he undertaking, “ to run the rifque of the affembly 
paying the charge of it.” I told them that this 
claufe was difabling as well as enabling; for by in- 
ferting fuch a terrifying provifo, I fhould not be 
able to get any one to undertake it. If they meant 
nothing but to indemnify themfelves from being 
perfonally anfwerable for this charge, I would re- 

commend 
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commiend this claufe, « that fuch provifion thould 
be made on the credit of the Afflembly, and not of 
the particulars of the perfons compofing the Go- 
vernor and Council.” Some gentlemen approved 
of this; but it was greatly oppofed, and it was 
urged that as there really was a great rifque that 
the Aflembly would not pay this money, it, was 
fitting that the undertaker fhould know it. I afked. 
them if the troops were barracked at the Catftle, 
whether they would have inferted this claufe; they 
freely anfwered No, for then there would have been 
no doubt of the legality of making fuch allowances, 
now there was. I then told them that it plainly 
appeared that this difcouraging claufe was put in as 
a pre-judgment of what the Afiembly had to do in 
providing for this expence, and a dictation to them 
not to difcharge it: and fo it would by all knowing 
of this proceeding. However, | infifted upon the 
queftion of the amendment I propoted being put, 
and it paffed in the negative. Upon which. upon 
the unamended anfwer, I propofed a perfon for 
Commiffary for this purpofe; and he was ap- 
proved. So here is a fubject for difpute laid in 
ftore againft the next meeting of the Aflembly. 
Oéfober 6. 

This morning I had with me Colonel Dalrymple, 
and Mr. Godthwait, the perfon I appointed to make 
provifion for the troops. And being informed of 
the terms upon which the Council had made this 
appointment, Mr. Godthwait, with the advice and 
approbation of the Colonel, declined undertaking 
this. bufinefs; and the Colonel told me that he 
thought it was to no purpofe for me to apply any 
more to the Council upon this or any other pro- 
vifion for the troops, for -he. faw that they were 
détermined to do nothing. And I muft add my- 
felf, that I am certain that the provifo was put in 
to 
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to defeat the whole purpofe. I am affured that at 
firft they refolved to make a pofitive refufal, and 
had drawn up near two fheets of paper of argu- 
ments, to juftify this refufal. But this paper being 
much excepted to, and generally difapproved, and 
a vote being obtained to make a provifion, the op- 
ponents hit upon this expedient to annul the vote 
and render it ineffectual, and the affirmers of the 
vote with their eyes open into this expedient. 
Iam, &c. FRA. BERNARD. 
Copy of a letter from Governor Bernard to the Earl of 
Hillfborough, dated Bofton, Offober 14, 1768. 
My Lord, 
I Find myfelf obliged to continue my informations 
of the Council’s feparation from and oppo- 
fition to the Governor in the execution of his Ma- 
jefty’s commands, I fhould have been glad to 
have been excufed carrying the account any further 
than where I have already laid it; but my duty, 
and the importance of the fubjeét, will not admit 
of my not proceeding. 

In my Letter, No. 24, I informed your Lord- 
fhip that I had prevented the publication of the 
proceedings of the Council on July 27 and 29 laft, 
by ordering the Secretary to deliver no copies 
thereof; which I then thought was an effectual 
means of prevention. Alfo in my Letter, No. 28, 
I informed that I confented to the Council’s taking 
time to confider of my propofal for their providing 
the allowances for the troops, upon their affuring 
me that they would draw up no more papers for 
publication. And I might have added, that I ex- 
prefly ftipulated that they fhould deliver into the 
Secretary’s hands all Papers which they fhould ufeé 
upon this occafion, without keeping any copies 
thereof. And this {tipulation was, as I underftood, 
unanimoully affented to before we parted. 

G Neverthelefs 
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Neverthelefs there appeared on Monday laft, Oe- 
tober roth, in three of the news-papers of that cay, 
a publication of all the Proceedings on July 27tls 
and 29th; and alfo, the entire Minutes of Council 
on Odtober 3d and 5th, which are the fubjeét of 
the ftipulation before-mentioned. Upon my en- 
quiring of the Secretary how thefe papers came to 
be publifhed, he faid, he underftood that it was 
done by Order of the Council, but how they came by 
the copies he did not know. He was fure that no 
copies came out of hisvoffice; for he had kept the 
originals in his own cuftody, and never fuffered 
them to be our of his fight when they were in ufe. 
. The next Council-day, O¢tober 12, I took an 
opportunity to obferve upon this publication, and - 
reminded them of the affurances they had given, 
that no papers, or copies of papers, fhould be kept 
out of the cuftody of the Secretary; and I defired. 
to know from whom the copies ufed for thefe pub- 
lications were procured, as they did not come from 
the Secretary, and who committed them to the 
prefs? No anfwer was given for the prefent. But 
when the bufinefs of the Council was over, and we 
had arofe from the table, Mr. Bowdoin, (who upon 
this feparation of the Council, has been the perpe- 
tual Prefident, Chairman, Secretary, and Speaker 
of this new Council) addrefling himfelf to me, faid,. 
that he was defired by the Council to inform me, 
that they had caufed this publication, judging it ne- 
ceffary to quiet the minds of the people. Upon my 
obferving, that they had promifed to keep no copies 
of the papers they had ufed upon the laft occafion ; 
he anfwered, that the publication was not from 
copies, but the originals. I anfwered, that they had 
promifed to deliver to the Secretary, ai papers ufed 
in that bufinefs ; but that I'was obliged to him for 
being fo explicit ; for their declaring, that the ori- 
ginal 
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ginal papers of thefe Minutes of -C ouncil were with 
them, and that thofe remaining with the Secretary 
were only copies, was fuch an avowal of their being 
a Board feparate from and independant of the 
Governor, as I did not expect. But they were in 
the right to fpeak out. I added, that it might be 
doubted whether the Council by any feparate act of 
their own, could create.a forfeiture of their Char- 
ter; but if they could, I fhould have no doubt, 
but that their feparating themfelves from the Gover- 
nor, and aéting as a compleat body by themfelves, 
would amount to fuch,a forfeiture. And I either 
added, or had it ftrongly in my mind (I cannot fay 
which) that hele their proceedings, would pro- 
bably be joined with other extraordinary proceed- 
ings on the part of the People, to infer a genera 
departure from the Conftitution of the Govern- 
ment, and an invafion of the Royal Rights con- 
trary to’the tenor of the Charter. , 

Mr. Bowdoin, in juftification of himfelf and his 
affociates, faid, that the People in their prefent 
temper, would not bear with the keeping the pro- 
ceedings in Council fecret; for this reafon to quiet 
the People, they found themfelves obliged to make 
their doings public, and could not fubmit to an in- 
junction of fecrecy. lanfwered, that if they would 
fhew me any civilized Government upon earth, that 
did-or could fupport itfelf under a continual and 
immediate publication of the refults of its moft in- 
timate Councils; fo that before any of its orders 
could be carried into execution, they fhould be can- 
vafled by tavern politicians, and cenfured by news- 
paper libellers, I would fubmit to their prefcrip- 
tions. But as I knew that Government could not 
be carried on upon thefe terms, I fhould be obliged 
to defire his Majefty’s inftructions how to conduct 


myfelf under thefe difficulties. 
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I fhould have before’ obferved, that in opening 
this Council, I ordered the Sécretary ‘to read the 
oath of ‘a Counfellor; part of which is, that-they 
Joall not reveal what fhall be committed to them in 
Jecrecy; and l added, that what I was now going 
to commit to them was in fecrecy. J added, that I 
was jorry to obferve, that fome matters which T had 
heretofore committed to them in fecrecy, had not 
only tranfpired, but been publifhed, with the par- 
ticulars, which could not have been known abroad, 
if a due regard had been had to the oath. Upon 
this, Mr. Bowdoin faid, tlat the Council were of 
opinion, that the oath of fecrecy related only to 
{uch matters as ¢hey fhould think and advife ought 
to be kept fecret ; and that the Governor had no 
power to enjoin them to fecrecy without their own 
confent.. I told them, that this’ their refolution, 
which I now heard the firft of, was very extraor- 
dinary ;. for it argued, 1. That matters committed 
to the Council in fecrecy, fhould be committed by 
themfelves,. which was a contradi€ion in terms, 
2. That if fecrécy was not to be enjoined, until 
after the matters had been confidered of and de- 
bated upon, they could not be committed in fecrecy. 
3. That according to this}; the Governor could not 
commit any matter in fecrecy to the Council, though © 
enjoined by the King himéelf. © 
_ Befides the merits of the fubje& matter, your 
Lorathip will obferve the extraordinary circum- 
itance of a Counfellor denouncing to the Governor, 
the refolution of the Council upon a queition, or 
a diftinction of a queftion, which, though relative 
to the. conduct and duty of the Council, was never 
moved or argued in Council before the Governor ; 
and concerning which, he has neither had an Op- 
portunity to hear the reafons which induced’ the 
Council to be of that opinion, or to offer his own 
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reafons againft it; and in confequence, can make 
no report of the principles upon which fuch opinion 
was tounded, Ve y 
Before I finifh this fubje&t, I muft mention a 
fact of their treatment.of Mr. Oliver, the King’s 


Secretary. This new Council met in the Council. 
Chamber by themfelves, and by their own appoint=- 


ment, and fent for the Secretary.. When he came, 
they examined him concerning an entry in the 
Minutes of the Council; which to my knowledge 
was read, and approved ef before they parted, but 
which, upon recollection, did not fuit their pur- 
pole, and therefore they difavowed.— During this 


examination, they kept him ftanding at the end of 


the table, and at laft afked him to.fit down at the 
bottom of the table: he faid, he knew of no Coun- 
cil where the Governor was not prefent; and 
withdrew. 

Mr. Oliver, by his rank in the lift of Counfel- 
Jors, and the ufage of the country, had a right 
to take place of much the greateft part of the 
Couniellors prefent, in all indifferent places. But 
being full of their own felf-affumed dignity, they. 
treated this gentleman with a rudenefs, which T 
fhould have been afhamed to have feen practifed 
upon a man of much lefs rank and merit, if I had 
been in the chair. 

. The difficulties I meet with in carrying’ his 
Majefty’s orders for quartering the troops into exe- 
cution, will, I forefee, occafion my being behind- 
hand in letters due to your Lordfhip. } 

If therefore you fhould obferve in me a want of 
punctuality, you muft not impute it to my idle- 
nefs, for [ was never harder worked- than ¥ am at 
prefent, I am, &c. 


FRA. BERNARD, 
A true copy. 
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ly Bo Tonle Bae 
i sai BL QoM : 
LORD HILLSBOROUGH, 
GENERAL GAGE, 
COMMODORE HOOD, &c. 


Gopy of a Letter from the Earl of Hillfborough, zo 

Governor Bernard,. dated Whitehall, December 
24,1768, 

SIR, bah . 

I Have received, and laid before the King, your 
i difpatches, No. 29, 30, and 313; and as every 
circum{tance relative to the State of your Govern- 
ment, is now before Parliament, I fhall hope to 
be. able to fend you very foon the refult of their 
proceedings. In the mean time I am to acquaint 
you, that his Majefty approves your conduct in 
every part of it, and fees with concern and diffatis- 
faction, how greatly his fervice is obftructed, and 
the dignity and f{pirit of his Guvernment deftroyed, 
by the unwarrantable and unjuftifiable behaviour of 
the Council upon many occafions, and more efpe- 
cially with refpect to quartering his Majefty’s 
troops ; a fervice in the facilitating of which they 
were called upon by every confideration of duty to 
the Crown, and of regard to the peace of the pub- 
lic, to exert themfelves to the utmoft of their 
power. Iam, &c, 


HILLSBOROUGH, 


Governor Bernard. 


A true copy, 








Copy of a Letter from the Earl of Hillfborough to Go- 
vernor Bernard, dated Whitehall, 4th fanuary, 1769. 


SIR, 


Have received and laid before the King your 

difpatches No. 32 and 33, which appear to con- 
tain only farther accounts of the obftruction given 
by the Council to Government in general, and of 
their determined refolution to purfue a conduct that 
can have no other effect than to defeat the meafures 
his Majefty. has thought fit to adopt, for reftoring 


eace and good order in the town of Bofton. 


As the ftate of the province is ftill under the con- 
fideration of Parliament, I have nothing to add to 
what I have already faid to you in my letter No. 22 
upon that fubjeét, and have only to repeat to you, 
that as foon as the proceedings of Parliament are 
brought to aconclufion, I fhall not fail to tranf{mit 
to you the refult of their deliberations : in the mean 
time, I am perfuaded there will be on your part no 
relaxation of that attention to the execution of your 
duty, which does you. fo much credit, and that you 
will fteadily and firmly purfue every conftitutional 
meafure for the fupport of his Majefty’s authority, 


and the dignity of his government. 


Governor Bernard. 


Rett as ERS A ee 
Extraét of a Letter from the Earl of Hillfborough, 


Tam. Oc: 


HILLSBOROUGH, 


A true copy. 


es 


to the Hfonourable Major-General Gage, dated 
Whiteball, 10th December, 1768. 
IS Majefty approves your activity, and the 
H attention which you have fhewn to his fervice 
in your refolution to go to Bofton, and hopes that 
your prefence there will greatly conduce to remove 
the difficulties which have occurred in quartering the 
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troops, 
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troops, and to prevent any juft caufe of complaint 
on the part ofthe inhabitants, as well as to affift the 
Governor in reducing them to a juft fenfe of their 
duty, and in the prefervation of the peace and the 
execution of the laws, in which he appears, as far 
as the weak ftate of Government would admit, to 
have exerted a becoming fpirit, and to have fhewn 
a due regard to‘his Majefty’s fervice. 
A true copy. 





-Extrafi of a Letter from the honourable. Major-Ge- 


neral Gage to the Earl of Hillfborough, dated 
Bofton, Nov. 3, 1768. | 


IS Majefty’s intentions communicated to me 
in your Lordfhip’s Letter No. 12, refpecting 
the fhip of war, which carries Lord Botetourt to his 
Government, and that which efcorts the tran{ports 
to Bofton, has. been made known to Commodore 
Hood, and I have acquainted the Commodore with 
“my opinion that his Majefty’s fervice did require 
thofe fhips to remain in the American feas. He is 
daily expected here from Halifax, and I hope to fet- 
tle that matter with him in perfon, before I return 
to New-York. | 
Every thing now has the appearance of peace and 
quiet in this place, andI find fome profecutions are 
commenced in the Court of Admiralty againit two 
of the moft popular leaders, who dared to violate 
the laws in a very daring and open manner ; and it 
is hoped this example will encourage the civil offi- 
cers of every degree+to do their duty without fear, 
and to curb effectually the licentious and feditious 
Apirit which has fo Jong prevailed in this place. 
Your Lordfhip will fee that the prefence of- the 
troops has already produced fome good effeéts; and 
it appears very neceffary for his Majefty’s fervice, 
that both his land and fea forces fhould be {trong in 


North- 
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North-America, for fome time to come; particu- 
larly till the affairs of America have been laid be- 
fore Parliament, and the refolutions concerning the 
Colonies fhall be made known. 

A true copy. 





Extrait of a Letter from the Earl of Hillfborough, 
to the honourable Major-General Gage, dated White- 
hall, Dec. 24, 1768. 

Have this day received and laid before the King 
I your difpatches from Bofton, dated the 31ft of 
Ottober, and 3d and 8th of November, numbered 
18, 19, and 20. 

The account contained in thefe difpatches of the 
condué and proceedings of the Council, and of the 
inferior magiftrates at Bofton, upon the repeated ap- 
plications made to them for quartering his Majefty’s 
‘troops purfuant to the aét of Parliament, 1s a farther 
teftimony of the weak and difordered ftate of Go- 
vernment in the province of Maffachufett’s Bay, and 
‘of the difpofition that prevails in almoft all ranks of 
the people to obftruct and embarrafs the King’s fer- 
vice, in a cafe in which his Majefty has fhewn fo 
-great a regard to the peace and fecurity of a town, 
where Government had been {fo repeatedly infulted, 
and fet at defiance. 

As every ‘circumftance relative to the ftate of the 
province of Maffachufett’s-Bay-is now before Par- 
liament, I have only to exprefs to you his Majefty’s 
approbation of the meafures you have taken, in 
concert with Governor Bernard; for providing for 
the reception and accommodation‘of the troops du- 
ring the winter, and of the caution you have ufed tq 
execute this fervice in fuch a manner as to avoid all 
grounds of reafonable difcontent, and to fecure his 
Majefty’s officers fram the hazard to which the un- 
certainty 
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eertainty and want of precifion in the law might ex- 
pole them ina place where every effect of malice 
feems to be exerted to en{fnare and diftrefs them. 

For my own part, I fhall not fail to fubmit your 
obfervations upon the Mutiny-act to the confidera- 
tion of the reft of his Majefty’s fervants, and thall 
be very happy if any alteration can be made there- 
in; which without giving up the principle, may ren- 
der it more eafy in the execution, and lefs hazardous 
tothe officers. 

As you appear to think that there is no probabi- 
lity that any incanveniency will arife from allowing 
the provincial garrifon io keep poffeffion of Caftle- 
William; the King is fatisfied with the reafons you 
give for permitting them to remain in it for the pre- 
jent. What may be neceffary hereafter in refpect 
to this fortrefg, as well as to what you fugeelt of 
building barracks upon, and fortifying the emi- 
nence behind Bofton, muft depend upon the future 
conduct of that town. 

It has given great pleafure to the King to find by 
your letter No. 19, that the meafure of fending 
troops to Bofton, has been fo fully juftified by the 
effets of it, which his Majefty hopes from the pre- 
fent appearances, will finally produce that fpirit of 
order and obedience to lawful government upon 
which the happinefs and fecurity of fociety depend. 

, A true copy. 





Copy of a Letter from Captain Smith, to Mr. Ste- 
phens, dated om board his Maefty’s Ship the 
Mermaid, in Bofou-Harbour, the 26th of Offa 
ber, 1768. 
SIR, 

E_ pleafed to acquaint my Lords Commiffioners 

#D of the Admiralty, that I have received their 

order 











tc Ren”) 
order of the 11th of Auguft laft, fignifying their 


having caufed Tranfport vefiels to be provided to 
carry the 64th and 65th regiments of foot under 
convoy of his Majefty’s fhip Huffar from Ireland 
to Bofton in New-England, with orders to take 
that {hip under my command, if circumftances of af- 
fairs fhould make her affiftance neceflary, otherwife 
to difpatch her back.to.England ; a copy of which 
order I immediately fent off by his Majefty’s fhip 
Romney for Commodore Hood at Halifax, whom 
I daily expect at this port. In the mean time (if 
the Huffar fhould arrive) I fhall take her under my 
command until the Commodore’s further orders con- 
cerning her, of which I have acquainted him; no 
doubt but their. Lordfhips are advifed by the Com- 
modore of his order to me of the 14th of Sep- 
tember laft, to embark the two regiments, and a 
company of the train of artillery, at Halifax, on 
board his Majefty’s fquadron, and proceed to this 
port, and land them, which I did on Saturday the 
rft inftant, in good order, and without oppofition. 
But the troops are not yet quartered, nor by any 
means provided for, as they fhould be; therefore 
by an application from the. Governor, General 
Gage -and Colonel Dalrymple, and fince them an 
order from Commodore Hood, I remain before 
the town with his Mayjefty’s fhips Mermaid and 
Glafgow, .with the Senegal, Beaver, and Bonetta 
floops, and Hope {chooner, having fent back tq 
Halifax his Majefty’s fhips Romney and Launcefton, 
Martin floop, with the St. Lawrence and Magdalene 
{chooners, 
JT am, &c. 

| —— SMITH, 
A true copy, 
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Copy of a Letter from the Lords Commiffioners of Admi- 
ralty to the Larl of Hullfborough, dated Admiralty- 
Office, 7th Fan. z/09. 
My Lord, 
= y Aving jult now received letters from Commo- 
dore Hood, Commander in Chief of His Ma- 
jefty’s fhips and veffels in North America, dated the 
15th, 22d, 25th and 27th of November laft, giving 
an account of the fituation of affairs in thofe parts, 
and of his arrival at Bofton ; we fend your Lord- 
Ship herewith Copies thereof, for his Majefty’s in- 
formation, ‘and’ are, My Lord, &c. 
| C. Townfhend, 
J. Buller, 
Piercy Brett. 
Earl of Hillfborough, &c. 


A true copy. 








Exiratt of a. Letter from Commodore Hood, to Mr. 
Stephens, dated Bofton Harbour, 15 Nov. 1768. 


Beg you will be pleafed to acquaint my Lords 

Commiffioners of the Admiralty, that T am juft 
arrived here in ten days from Halifax, accompanied 
by the Viper Sloop and Gafpee Schooner, and find 
every thing perfectly quiet, and flatter myfelf, from 
what I have been told, that things will remain fo the 
winter. Six of the tranfports from Cork are arrived, 
the laft came in yefterday, and parted with the 
Hoffar the fecond inftant, not far from Long Ifland. 
I fhall keep a Schooner in the Bay to look out for 
her and the miffine tranfports. 

ee eM EEE. CODY, 


Extrae 
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Exiwadl of a Letier from Commodore Hood to Mr: 

Stephens, dated on board his Majefty’s Ship the 

Romney, in Bolton Harbour, 22 November, 1768. 

Defired you would acquaint my Lords Commif- 

fioners of the Admiralty of my afrival here the 
15th, by a veffel juft then about to fail, duplicate 
of which accompanies this. 

Governor Bernard fent me a letter yefterday from 
Capt. Thomfon, acquainting me of his arrival in 
Hampton Road in Virginia the 25th of laft month, 
with his Majefty’s fhip Rippon under his command, 
and that Lord Botetourt was landed the next morn- 
ing, and inclofing their Lordfhips order of the 
25 of Auguft, directing me, if the King’s fervice 
fhall in my opinion require it, to take the faid fhip 
under my command, and employ her in fuch:a 
manner as I fhall judge beft in the execution of the 
fervices intrufted to my care; but if circumftances 
of affairs fhall be fuch as to render her affiftance 
unneceffary, to direct her Captain to repair without 
lof{s of time to Spithead, and to fend an ‘account of 
her arrival to you: At prefent things here are very 
quiet, and I flatter myfelf will remain fo, till the 
refolutions of Parliament are known; what turn they 
will then take, is uncertain. ‘The {pirit of .oppofi- 
tion to the Acts of Parliament of Great Britain, is 
as high as ever, and general throughout the Colo- 
mies ; it therefore feems very prudent and neceffary 
to be as ftrong in all parts, and in.ail refpects as 
poffible; and there is no faying now, how-far:the 
Rippon may be effentially ferviceable in the fpring, 
‘The prefent feafon is fuch as to. render any .move- 


ments at fea, of the King’s fhips, very hazardous; . 


and as the difturbances in Virginia’ and other Pro- 
vinces to the Southward of this, are as great as they 
well can be, without actual Rebellion, I have jud- 
ged it night, upon confulting with General Gage to 
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direct Captain Thompfon to remain in Hampton 
Road till further orders, holding the {hip under his 
command, in as great readinefs for fervice as is 
confiftent with her fafety, for if troops fhould be 
required to be carried from this Province to any 
other, or from any other to-this, it is.a fervice not 
to be effected but in his Majefty’s fhips, as traniport 
veffels cannot be hired. ‘hefe are my reafons for 
detaining the Rippon in America, which I hope wilt 
prove fatisfactory to their Lordfhips; and if the 
winter refolutions at, home (upon which the obe- 
dience of the Colonies wholly depends) fhould re- 
{tore affairs here to any degree of order, I fhall im- 
mediately fend Capt. Thompfon to England; and 
in the mean time, if I fee no caufe to the contrary, 
I fhall direct him to join me here, as foon as the 
feverity of the winter is over, by which he will be 
able to return home with the greater expedition, as 
the poft is five and twenty days at fooneft from this 
to Virginia, and very precarious from Philadelphia. 
The Huffar and two tranfports are {till miffing; I 
begin to be in pain about them, as the weather has 
been wery tempeftuous for. many days patt, 
I propofe to remain here the-winter, keeping with 
me the. Romney, Mermaid, two floops, and two 
{chooners; I have ordered the Glafgow to winter at 
Halifax, and a fchooner at Louifbourg, .a floop.at 
‘Rhode Ifland, and the Deal Caftle anda fchooner 
at New York, where I fhall-alfo fend another frigate 
if the Huffar fhould not arrive there; from the laft 
account of her, fhe was without a bowfprit, and from 
the winds that have fince prevailed, I do not ima- 
.gine fhe can reach this port. She was fpoke with 
Standing in for Sandy Hook about ten days fince, 
fo’ that I expect to hear of her arrival by to-mor- 
-Fow’s poft. | 
The Raven tranfport which-has Colonel:Mackay 
i on 


110) 









































( q5%) 7 
on board, has been fpoke with in latitude 38, lon- 
gitude 66, with her foremaft and maintopmait gone, 
and it is fuppofed the is gone to the Southward. 
A true copy. 





Copy of a Letter from Commodore Hood, to Mr. Ste- 
phens, dated on beard the Romney, in Bofton 
Harbour, November 25, 1768. 

SIR, 
[ Beg you will be pleafed to acquaint my Lords 
Commiffioners of the Admiralty, that His 

Majefty’s thip Huffar is arrived at New York; the 

parted company with two of the tranfports on the 

30th of Oober, between ‘the iflands of Madeira 
and Teneriffe, and with the other fix on the 3d of 
this month, from neceflity, by carrying away her 

Mizen-maft and Main-top-fail-yard, which obliged 

her to carry fail in a hard gale of wind at S. by W. 

fuppofing themfelves very near the Shoals of Nan- 

ticket. She has alfo received other damage, and 
has a leak feven feet under water, which makes 
twelve inches every four hours; and from the re- 
port of the furvey fent to me of the fhip, ‘the re- 
quires to be caulked before fhe can ‘proceed to ‘fea. 

I have direéted Capt. Parker to get His Majefty’s 

fhip under his command in a condition for fervice 

as foon as poffible, and to draw upon the Navy 

Board for fuch ftores as fhe is under a neceffity of 

taking, as well as for the workmanship neceffary to 

be done, and have recommended it to him, in the 

{trongeft manner, to have no more ftores, or works 

done, than are abfolutely unavoidable, and have 

directed him to remain at’ New York till farther 
orders. Difturbances feem again to be renewed 
there, the General and Governor Bernard have been 

. Jately burnt in Effigy, in a moft public manner. 

| I have 
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[ have the pleafure to acquaint you that the Dol- 

phin tranfport is juft come in all well on board, fo 

that the Raven with Col. Mackay on board, is the 

only one mifling. Tam, Sir, &c. 

: SAMUEL HOOD. 

Philip Stevens, Efq; Admiralty. r 

A true copy. 





Copy of a Letter from Commodore Hood, Commander 
an Chief of bis Majefty’s Ships and Veffels in North+ 
America, to Mr. Stephens, dated on board the 
Romney zz Bofton Harbour, 27 November, 1768. 


if Beg you will be pleafed to acquaint my Lords 
Commiffioners of the Admiralty, that his Ma- 
jefty’s Ship Rofe arrived here this afternoon in five 
weeks from the Bahama Iflands. She met with very 
tempeftuous weather upon this coaft, which has 
fprung her Bowfprit, and done other damage to her. 
: lam, &c. 
S. HOOD. 
A true copy. 





Extrait of a Letter from Commodore Hood, to Mr. 
Stephens, dated on board the Romney in Bofton 
Harbour, 77h of December, 1768. 


Uplicates of my laft letters accompany this, 

and I beg to obferve that every thing here re- 
mains quiet, and I flatter myfelf order will be re- 
ftored in a few months; the refolutions of parlia- 
ment will determine clearly whether the additional 
naval force of the Rippon and Huffar can be of any 
fervice. 


A true copy. 


Copy 








& aig )) 
Copy of a Letter from Commodore Hood to Mr. Stes 
phens, dated on board his Majefty’s Ship the Romney; 
in Bolton Harbour, the 12th December, 1768. 
STR, 


Fave had.the honour of writing to you very fre- 


quently of late, but as affairs of this country? 


have been and ftill are very interefting at home, it 
mutt be fatisfactory to their Lordthips to hear often 
‘how they go; I beg now to acquaint you, that the 
people here are perfectly quiet, and I am pretty fure 
they will remain fo tillthe refolutions of Parliament are 
known, which I am in hopes will reftore order and 
make it lafting. . ‘There does not appear to me the 
leait probability of the people’s taking arms. I think 
it cannot happen. Indeed fome few of the Conven- 
tion took pains to bring the ignorant’ and lowes 
clafs into that mind, and poffibly might have fuc- 
ceeded had not the troops arrived as they did, but 
thofe few are now alarmed, and exped nothing lefs 
than a voyage to Enoland againft their inclinations. 
The Council are now fitting without the Governor, 
and preparing addrefles, &c. to England. “His Ex- 
cellency has told them how unconftitutional they 
act, but they ftill go on. No account-has yet been 
received of the arrival of the Raven tran{port with 
Colonel Mackay on board. Yam, &c. 


SAMUEL HOOD. 
A, true copy. 
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M EM O -R°? ACLS 


Ochs Pees 
COMMISSIONERS of the CUSTOMS 


IN 
NOR TH-AMERICA: 
WITH SEVERAL 


LETTERS ann PAPER S~- ANNEXED. 


Copy of a MEMORIAL of the Commiffioners: of 
Cuftoms, June 16th, 1768, and feveral Papers 
thereunto annexed. 


May it pleafe your Lordthips, 


N our former Memorials.to your Lordfhips, we 
I et real the dif-affection of the people here 
to the Revenue Laws, and from the many treafonable 
publications that had been fpread through all the 
Provinces, and the correfpo yndence carried on by 
the feveral Affemblies, we were perfuaded there 
ad. been a long concerted and extenfive plan of 
refiftance to the authority of Great Britain; and 
we believe, that the feizure referred to in hae in- 
clofed papers, has haftened the people of Bofton to 
the eornmnaftion of actual violence fooner than was 
intended. 

From their outrageous behaviour towards our 
officers, and their repeated threats of immediate 
violence to our own perfons, we found it abfolutely 
neceflary in order to fave his Majefty’s Commiffion 
from further infult, and to preferve our lives, to 
take fhelter on board his Majefty’s fhip the Romney 
in Bofton harbour, from whence we are removed 

ye into 
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into Caftle-William, to carry on the bufinefs of the 
Revenue till we can receive fuch protection as will 
enable us to act in fafety at Bofton. 

We herewith lay before: your Lordthips copies 
of our minutes of the 13th and rath inftant, toge- 
ther with copies of feveral Affidavits and Letters 
relative to our prefent fituation agreeable to the 
Schedule inclofed, and we beg leave to fubmit our 
opinion, that nothing but the immediate exertion of 
military power will prevent an open revolt of this 
Town, which may probably fpread throughout the 
Provinces. Which is humbly fubmitted, 

Hen. Hulton, 
J. Temple, 
Wm. Burch, 
Cha. Paxton, 
John Robinfon. 


Caftle- William, 
Bofton-Harbour, 
June 16th, 1768. 


(Copy) 
On board his Majelty’s thip Romney, 
Monday, 13th June, 1768, 
Henry Hulton, Efq; 7 

in the chair. 
Copy, No. 2. PRESENT 

Mr. Robinion, Mr. Pexton, and 

Mr. Burch, — - Mr. Temple. 

R. Harrifon, Collector of this port, having’: 
i laid before the Board on the 16th inftant, 
an information taken on oath, fetting forth that the 
tidefman placed on-board the floop Liberty, which 
arrived from Madeira on the gth day of May, -had 
been forcibly confined on board the faid.vefel, du- 
ring which time part of the cargo had been unladen, 
before entry thereof had been made at the Cuftom- 
houfe or Naval-office, the. Commiffioners. referred 
the matter to the. confideration of the Solicitor ; and’ 
in the evening the Collector and Comptroller made 
feizure of the faid veflel, and delivihed: her into the 
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the Matter of his Majefty’s fhip Romney,; 
which lay near the wharf where the feizure was 
made, who immediately carried her alone-fide the 
faid fhip, a§ there was a mob affembled, whd at- 
tempted to refcue her. 

The Collector and Comptroller, with the fen of 

e ColleGcor, on their return from the wharf. into. 
ron, were attacked by a numerous and outrageous 
mob; Mr... Irving, infpe ctor of 1 imports and  ex- 
ee who happened to be paffing the fame way in 
his saench from ‘the wha ov was likewife attacked by: 
the mob, who cried out, He 1s a Commiffioner,, 
kill him, kill him ; thefe feveral perfons were grofly 
infulted, and awich bruifed, and efcaped with the 
utmoft hazard: of their lives, the Collector having 
been confined to his bed, and in great danger from 
a blow he received on ve breatt with a {tone or 
brick-bat thrown at -him, and the Comptroller 
having been likewife confined to his houfe’ under- 
the care of a furgeon, from the wounds and bruifes 
he received. After thefe violences conimitted Oh the- 
perfons of the officers, the mob. proceeded to the 
houfes of the Collector and Comptroller, - broke 
their windows and. thofe of Mr, Williams Infpector-. 
General, and they concluded the night with drag- 
gine the Collector’s boat from the wharf through the: 
Town to the Common, where they burnt it. 

Whilit thefe outrages were committing, the Com= 
miffioners had every reafon to expect they fhould. 
meet with the like infults, and therefore retired from 
their -houfes, taking fhelter till after midnight with: 
their families in the houfes of fome-perfons in their 
neighbourhood, 

Ea rly on the next day, the Governor acquainted. 
the Commifioners that the Council would meet on; 

the affair of the riot of the preceding evening, and. 
defired if the Board had any thing to communicate: 
to 
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to them thereon, that it might be laid b 
upon which the haben fiummmened the Com- 
miffioners to meet, ‘it not being a -Board 

day, when they wrote 

Bernard ; and t ie Colleétor, Comptroller, 9.4.5.6: 


rc 


a ateor = TARR NOMY a" 
a letter.to.Governor ~ Copy 


Mr. Irving and young Mr. Harrifon haying 
fent to the Board their affidavits on this’atrair, the 
Commiffionets immedi: beelyy directed. the Secretary 
to lay them before the | Senge ain in Coun 
cil—-—-The Board received a letter from —%7. 
Mr. Oliver, Secret thy of the Province, 
acquainting them, mat the enquiry into the affair 


of the riot was referred to pe ee of -the 
Council to be relones on Miond 

june tt. During this day the 1 
ceived frequent informations that further riots were 
intended. -And in the afternoon a verbal meflace 
was brought to them at Mr. Pawan’, where four 
of them dined in company with the Governor, that 
the Town was in a great ferment, and that Mr. 
Hancock, the owner of the floop, defired the might 
be reftored upon his giving bond to anfwer the 
profecution stat might De: x commenced againit her, 
in order to quiet the Town. The Connnin lioners 
told the perfon that they could give no anfwer to 
verbal meffages ; that if the owner had any app li 
cation to make es them, he mutt do it in writin 
to be Jaid before the Board. 

The Commiffioners, confidering this applica 
as a thenace, and finding no. meafures had been 
taken by the Governor and Council. for fecuring 
the peace of the Town, and the Governo 
repeatedly told the Commiffioners that 
sive them no’ protection, and that “he would. not 
apply to General Gage for troops, unlefs the YS ouncil 
advifed him to it, and at this time faid t 


fafety for them in this place; and they. confidering 


¢q 


_j ry 4 he 
i eo. bibs 


a 





sAYe Wrac "rh 
Orc Was Ti) 


See ee 
eee YTB] 
LR EIS SERS 


” ai ee 
~ 


a 
ny 
Letom UI 












({ rege) 


the temper of the ‘peuple and the appearance of 
further difturbances that night, thought it moft 
prudent to fecure a retreat on board his Majefty’s 
fhip, and -accordingly ~wrote to Captain 
Copy 8 Corner, and in the evening Mr. Burch 
,and Mr, Hulton, with their families, went 
on board the Romney, and the next day 
Mr. Robinfon and Mr. Paxton came on 
board the man of war, when the Com- 
9 miffioners wrote a letter to Governor Ber- 
nard. 
Monday 13. Read a letter of- yefterday’s 
date from the Chiirndan to the Secretary. 
11. Read:a letter--wrote by three Commif- 
fioners at three o’clock this morning, to the 
Collector and Comptroller at Bofton. 
10 Read a letter of the 11th inftant from 
the Collector and Comptroller of Bofton, 
giving an account of their feizing the floop Liberty, 
Captain Bernard, from» Madeira, and delivering 
her into the poffefiion of the mafter of the fhip 


Romney. 
Read a letter of this date from Governor Ber- 
nard, inclofing orders: to the Captain of Caftle- 


William for receiving. the Commiflioners with their 
families, and the officers of the Board into the 
Caftle, and for giving them all the proteétion in 
his power. 

Read a letter wrote yefterday by the Chairman 
to the Comptroller and Collector of Bofton, di- 
recting them to draw up and deliver to the Secre- 
tary a written reprefentation of the propofals made 
for returning the feizure to Mr, Hancock. 

As the prefent meeting of the Board is to -con- 
cert meafures to be immediately taken for the 
honour of Government and fecurity of the Re- 


venue———>-Relolyed, That Cap tain Corner be de- 
fired 























































( 11g ) 
fired to take a feat with the Commiffioners at the 
Board, and he affifted at the Board accordingly. 
Read a letter from the Collector and Co omptroller 
of Bofton, dated June 12, in anfwer to the letter 
wrote by the C Chairman yelterday. 
Orig. Signed a letter to Captain Corner, 
Signe ed a letter to Governor ieee: 

Ordered, That it be delivered to him by th 
Secretary. 

The Board adjourned t till to-morrow morning 
ten o’clock, when Mr. Temple and the Secretary 
at two o'clock went on fhore, the other four Com- 
miffioners and their families remaining on board. 


rab] 


Hi. HH, 
( Copy ) 
On board his Maj ofty’ ty’s fhi p Romney. 
Ne ee rath June, 1768. 


Fenry Hulton, Efg; 7 I 
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inthe chair. § .Robinfon, Mr. Paxton, and 
Orig. alfo Captain Conner, who was 
lefired to attend as yeiterday. 

HE Secretary having, in the evening, been 





directed to acquaint Mr. Te mple, that the 
Board ad meet at Nine o’clock this morning, 
and that the Cuitom-houfe barge would attend at 
Wheelwright’s whart, to take on board the: fhi 
Mr. Temple, the Secretary, and fuch cther. officers 
as might be there. 

About Eleven o’clock, no boat appearin; 
wharf before, the Secretary came or Bont 
ing with him a letter from 1 Mr, Teéimple, excufing 
his attendance at the Board on. account of the 
weather. 
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The Board were acquainted, 
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town, and hand-bills diftributed, of which the fol-- 
lowing is a copy: | 
Bofton, Fune 135 1768. 

_ THE, Sons of. Liberty requeft. all, thofe whe, 
‘*‘ in this time of oppreffion and diftraétion, with 
** well. to, and would promote the peace, sood 
** order, and fecurity of the town and province, to 
«* aflemble at Liberty-hall, under Liberty-tree, on 
“ Tuefday the 14th inftant, at’Ten o’clock fore- 
** noon, precifely."—-And that, in confequence 


er 


hereof, a red flag was hoifted yefterday in the af- 
ternoon at Liberty-tree, and continued flying this 
morning; and that, about ten o’clock this morn- 
ing, a great number of people, fuppofed to be near 
2000, met, and, after choofing a Moderator, ad- 
journed to Faneuil-hall, till three o’clock in the af- 
ternoon. . 

Read a letter from Governor Bernard, dated the 
13th inftant in the forenoon. 7 

Read ‘another letter from Governor Bernard, 
dated the 13th inftant. 

The Board taking the faid letters into confidera- 
tion, together with their letters. to the Governor, 
of the 12th and 13th inftant, and having received 
repeated information of the tumultuous and difor- 
dered ftate of the town of Bofton ftill continuing 
and increafing, are fully perfuaded of the juftnefs 
and. propriety of their faid letters to the Governor. 

Refolved, That from the outrageous behaviour 
of the people in the town of Bofton,: the Commif- 
fioners cannot return there, but at the utmoft hazard 
of their fafety, and the honour of the Crown. 

Refolved, That not receiving any affurances from 
the Governor and Council.of protection in Bofton, 
the Board judge it, expedient to retire to Caftle- 
‘William, which the Governor has offered to the 
Com, 






































































( 42k } 
Cormmiffioners, in order to carry. on the bufineds, of 
the revenue. 

Refolved, That a letter be wrote to ote 
Corner, to defire he will put the Commiffioners 
on fhore at Caftle- William, and that he will remain 
there, with his Majefty’s fhip under his command, 
for their protection. 

Read a letter of this date from the Collector and 


Comptroller of the Port of Bofton, wrote on board. 


the fhip Romney. 
Orig. Signed a letter to Captain Corner, ot his 
“Majelty’ s fhip Romney. Ht. A. 


Orig. . Copy of the Depofition of Thomas Kink, 


Tidelman in the Part of Botton » dated 


roth Fune, 1768. 


Orig. | “homas Kirk, of Bofton, do: declare and 
fay, Phat being appointed one of the 
Tidefmen on.board the “fleop Liberty, Nathaniel 
Barnard, Matter, from Madeira, I went on board 
the faid veflel the oth day of May. laft, in the af- 
ternoon; and, about nine o’clock in the evening 
Captain Marfa came on board the faid Gey 
and made feveral propofals to me, to perfuade me 
to confent to the hoifting out ot calls of wine 
that. night, before the veflel wa entered ; 
Orig. to all thal ie peremptorily vefored . upon 
which Captain Marfhall,took hold of me 
and, with the affiftance of five or fix other  perfons 
unknown to this Declarent, they forcibly hove me 
down the companion into the cabin, aid nailed the 
cover down. I then broke through a.door into the 
fteerage, and was endeavouring “to get upon deck 
that way; but was forcibly puthed back, again into 
the fteerage, and the companion doors of the fteer- 
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age alfo faft ened, and was there confined about 


three hours; and, during that time, I heard a noife 
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as of many people upon deck at work a hoifting 
out of goods, as I diftinétly heard the noife of the 
tackles. When that noife ceafed, Captain Marthall 
came down to me in the cabin, and threatened, 
that if I made ‘any difcovery of what had paffed 
there that night, my life would be in danger, and 
my property deftroyed. The faid Captain Mar- 
fhall then went away, and let me at liberty; and I 
was io much intimidated by the aforefaid threaten- 


© 7 


diate difcovery of the aforefaid tranfa@tions: and 
further this Declarent faith not. 
( Signed ) Thomas Kirk, 
Suffolk, @ Bofton, ro June, 1768. 
The above-named Thomas Kirk made oath to 
the above-written affidavit, before me, 
Samuel Pemberton, Juft. Peace. 


ings, that I was deterred from making an imme- 


Copy of the Depofition of Jofeph Harrifon, Efquire, 
Colleéior of the Cuftoms at Bolton, dated June 11, 
1768. 

Ofeph Harrifon, Efquire, Colleétor of his Ma- 
jefty’s Cuftoms at Bofton, on oath declareth, 
that in the afternoon of the roth inftant, between 
the hours of fix and feven, in confequence of an 
information of fome illicit practices having been 
committed on board the floop Liberty, Captain 

Barnard, lately arrived from Madeira, he went to 

Mr. Hancock’s wharf, and made feizure of the faid 

veffel, which he left in charge of an officer belong- 

ing to his Majefty’s fhip the Romney: That, in re- 
turning to his dwelling-houfe, he was furrounded 
and infulted by a numerous mob, in a ftreet about 
two hundred yards from the faid wharf, and was 
by them pelted with ftones and dirt: That he re- 
ceived feveral blows with fticks, and particularly 
one blow on the breaft, which ftageered him ereat- 


ly, 
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fo that it was with difficulty he kept himfelf 
feo falling ; m3 oF Beate verily believes, 
that, if a perfon t pointed out.to him a 
turning into ano ‘tr eet, whilft the mob were 
furrounding a houfe, that the Deponent’s life would 
have been in more imminent danger. 

hat the Deponent, fearing the mob would grow 
more outrageous, as hey increafed in numbers, 
took refuge i in a friend’s houfe, where he is now 
confined to hi 3 bed, and where he was informed, 
that his houfe had been attacked, and the windows 
broken; and that a pleafure- boat, belonging to hir 
had been dragged =P from the water tide to a 
Common, and there burnt and deftroyed: and fur- 
ther faith not, (Signed) Jos: H ee 
Suffolk, Bofton, June 11; 1276 

Then Joféph Harrifon, Efq; made folemn oath 
to the truth of the above-written, fubfcribed by 
him before me, 

(Signed) Belcher Noyes, Juftice of Peace. 


Copy of the Depofition of Benjamin Hallowell, E/quire, 
Comptroller of the Cuftoms at Botton. 


Enjamin Hallowell the younger, Comptroller 

D of his Majeity’s Cultoms at Bofton, on oath 
declareth, That on information’ of frauds: having 
been committed on board the floop Liberty, Bar- 
nard, Matter, lately arrived from Madeira, laying 
at Hanc coc] <s wharf, he went with the Collector 
in the afternoon of the roth inftant, between the 
hours of fix and feven o’clock, in order to make 
feizure of the faid iran which they effected, and 
deliv Seeeide into the ‘ge and cuftody of an officer 
belonging to his is M y’s fhipthe Romney.— That, 
during thé time ot > the feizure atid delivery of faid 
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nent.-—Malcolm, Matchet, and Hopkins faid, that 
the before-mentioned floop fhould not be taken into 
cuftody; and declared they would go on board, and 
throw the people belonging to the Romney over- 
board, and made ufe of every means in their power 
to interrupt the Officers in the execution of their 
duty; laying, if this work was going forward, it 
was high time to begin; and thefe people, with 
many others, fwore revenge upon the King’s Offi- 
cers, holding the veffel by the ropes and fides until 
fhe was forced from them. 

That on returning towards home, this Deponent, 
with the Collector and his Son, was furrounded by 
a numerous mob, who threatened them, with many 
fpeeches, that they would throw them overboard, 
éc. and threw vollies of ftones, bricks, and dirt 
at them. ‘This Deponent received feveral blows 
on the head, and other parts. of the body, in par- 
ticular one on the right cheek, and another upon 
the back of his head, of a dangerous nature, where- 
by he is now confined to his houfe. And this De- 
ponent verily believes, that if fome friendly people 
had not interpofed, and refcued him from the fury 
of the mob, that he fhould have been murdered in 
the’ {treet. 

That, about eight o’clock the fame evening, 
this Deponent’s houfe was furrounded with a great 
concourfe of people, who broke his windows, and 
endeavoured to force the houfe; and demanded his 
perion, to give fatisfaction for the feizure made as 
before mentioned ; and, after remaining for about 
three quarters of an hour, and finding their fearches 
for him in vain, they difperfed; and further faith 
not, a 
mM (Signed) Benj. Hallowell, junior, ' 
ff. Sworn to the fame day, before 


Fidmund Quinfey, Juftice of Peace, 
Bofton, sith of June,’ 1768, 
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( Copy ) | 

y kchatd Acklom Harriton, Son of Jofeph Har- 
£\ rifon, Efq. ColleCtor of his Majefty’s cuftoms 
at Bolton, on oath declareth, that being in ‘com- 
pany with his Father in the afternoon on the 10th 
inftant, between the hours of fix and féven, when 
he made feizure of the floop Liberty lying at Han- 
cock’s wharff, and returning homewards with him ; 
he the Deponent was furrounded and infulted by a 
numerous mob, who pelted him with ftones and 
dirt, and threw large fticks at him; they alfo threw 
him down, and drageed him by the hair ef his 
head, and otherwife treated him in a cruel and bar- 
barous manner, whereby he received two wounds, 
one in his leg, and the other in his arm, and put 
him in imminent danger of his life; and had 
he not taken refuge in a houfe by the affiftance of 
fome friendly people, the Deponent verily believes, 
that he fhould have been murder’d m the ftreet,, 
and further faith not. 

Siened ) Richard Acklom Harrifon. 
Suffolk Street, Bofton, 
June i1, 1768. 

Then Mr. Richard Acklom Harrifon made fe- 
lemn oath to the truth of the above written, fub-. 
fcribed by him before me : 

( Signed: ) 
Belcher Noyes, Juftice of Peace; 


Copy of the Depofition of Thomas Irving, E/q. Injpec- 
tor of Imports and Exports. 


Honourable Sirs, ni) T 
ONSIDERING myfelf in fome-refpects 

. 4 under your protection, I beg leave to lay be- 
fore you the following fhort account of an. attack 
made upon my perfon laft night. : 
Returning 
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Returning by myfelf from the end of the Long 


wharf in the evening about nine o’clock, I was 
attacked by a confiderable number of diforderly 
people, who, after laying violent hands on me, 
demanded if I belonged to the Man of War? To 
which I anfwered, I ‘did not. Their next queftion 
was, whether I belonged to the Board of Commif- 
fioners, which I anfwered in the affirmative. They 
then began to beat me with Clubs, Sticks, &c. 
but fome of the ringleaders interpofing, and affu- 
ring me of their protection, I walked pretty quietly 
up “amonett them to that part of the wharif adjoin- 
ing King Street, where the mob returning with me 
was joined by another of much fuperior numbers. 
This mob after dragging me from amonett my for- 
mer friends, feized me by the hair, arms, &c. 
whilft others were beating me upon the head with 
Clubs, calling out to murder or kill me. Tn this 
difacreeable fituation two men meanly drefled took 
compaftion upon me, and with ereat difficulty pul- 
ling me from amongft the cr oud, got me conveyed 
through a houfe into a back yard, “and from thence 
into another houfe, where I remained until the mob 
moved me to fome other part of the town. My 
fword I have got. broke to pieces, and received a 
few flight wounds. : 

Thus, honourable Sirs, you have the particulars 
of this affair, as nearly as I can. recollect; at the 
fame time humbly craving the ftate of this cafe may 
be laid before his Majetty’ s Minifters, whofe. pro- 
tection, as a fubjeét, and a fervant of the Crown, 
I flatter myfelf I am entitled to. 


I am with the greateft refpect, &c. 
( Signed ) Thomas Irving. 


Bofton, June 11, 1768, 
Suffolk 










































































Co eae cd 


Suffolk Street, June 11, 1768. 


Perfonally appeared Thomas Irving, Efq. and. 


and {wore that the above depofition by him fubferi- 
bed was the truth. 
( Signed ) Benjamin Hallowell, Junr. 
. Juitice of Peace. 
( Copy ) 
SR Botton, rith June, 1768. 
71S Excellency direéts me to acquaint your ho- 
nourable Board, that the Council was jut 
up when he received your letter; but that there was 
a Committee appointed of fix gentlemen. of the 
Board, who are in the commiffion of the peace for 
this county, to affift him in making enquiry into the 
diforders of the laft evening, in order to afcertain 
facts, and that the Governor has appointed Monday 
morning nine o’clock for this bufinefs at the Coun- 
cil Chamber. I am, Sir; 
Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
(. Signed ) ANDREW OLIVER. 
Honourable John 
Robinfon, Efq. 


Copy of a Letter from the Commiffioners of the Cujtoms 
at Botton, to Captain Corner. 

SIR, 

ROM the outrageous behaviour of the people 

in this place laft night, towards our Officers, 
and the prefent appearance of things, we are per- 
fuaded, that further violence is intended, and that 
we ourfelves are the objects; we therefore defire, 
Sir, that you will order a Boat to take us on board 
his Majefty’s fhip under your command, to _fhelter 
us from infult. 

We are, &c. Henry Hulton 

Wm. Burch 
tith June, 1768. -/ Char. Paxton 
John Robinfon. 
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Copy of a Letter from the honourable Commifiioners of 
his Majéfty’s Cuftoms to Governor Bernard. 


S we found by Mr. Secret ary Oliver's Letter 
yefterday, that no immediate meafures) were 
taken in Council for fecuring the peace of the town, 
though there was the ftrongeft reafon to expect fur- 
ther violences, and your Ex ccellency acquaintihg us, 
that you could give us no proteétion, and that 
Botton was no place of fafety for us; and having 
received a verbal mefiace from the people, by a 
perfon of character to this effec, « that if the floop 
¢ that was feized was brought back to Mr. Han- 
«¢ cock’s wharf, upon his giving fecurity to anfwer 
« the Profecution, the town might be kept quiet” 
which meffage appearing to us -as a menace, | we 
applied to Captain Corner to take us On ‘board his 
Majefty’s fhip under his command, where we now 
are; and being this day further informed, that fome 
of the Leaders of the -people had perfuaded them in 
an harangue to defitt from further outrages till 
Monday evening, when the people are to be left 
to ufe. their own difcretion, if their requifitions are 
not complied with. We acquaint your Excellency, 
that we cannot confiftent with the honour of our 
commiffion, act.in any bufinefs of the revenue 
whilft under fuch an influence, and think it necef- 
fary to provide for our ‘future fecurity, and there- 


fore requeft your Excellency to give directions that 


the Commiffioners may be received into the Caftle, 
and that they may have the ufe of the accommoda- 
tions there for themfelves, \ their families, and ‘the 
Officers of the Board : and that your Excellency will 
pleafe to give orders for their protection and’ fecu- 
rity, whilft they may remain there. 

( Signed ) 
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( Signed ) John Robinfon, 
On board his Maj efty’s H. Hulton, 
fhip Romney, 12th W. Burch, 
June 1768. C. Paxton. 
To his Excellency Gov. Bernard. 


Copy of a Letter from the Colleétor and Comptroller of 
Bofton, to the honourable Commiffioners of ihe Cuitoims 
| at Boron, 
Honourable Sirs, 
GREEABLE to your Honours dire@tions, we 
laid before the Sollicitor Mr. Lefle, T es 
Kirk’s depofition - relating. to the floop Liberty, 
Capt. Barnard, from Madeira, cn which from the 
faéts and circumftances therein related, he gave his 
opinion, that the {aid floop ought to be feize oie 
confequence of which and of direétions $ given us i by 
the chairman of the honourable Board, we imme- 
diately proceeded to make feizure of the faid floop 
Liberty, then laying at Mr. Hancock’s wharf, 
which we effected yelterday about feven o’clock in the 
afternoon, and delivered her into th 
the matter of his Majett ty’s {hip Romney, who now 
has the charge of her. We are, 
Your Honours moft dutiful and moft obedient 
Servants, 
Cuftom houfe, Boiton, Jot. Flarrifon, Collector, 
June 11, 1763. Ben) Hallowell, Compt. 
The Honourable the Cc Silden 
of his Majefty’s Cuftoms. 
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Copy ) Romney, 12 June, Sunday 4 o’clock, 
Gentlemen, 

S Chairman > I am to defire that you will in 
A mediately draw up and deliver to the ees. 
tary or Mr. Ree ee a written reprefentation of the 
propofal Is ae yelterday for teltoring the feizure 
to Mr, Hlancock, on his giving fecurity for the va- 
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Bat 
lue, in ‘order to pacify the town, and alfo of the 
{tipulations that were entered ‘into laft night by the 
principals of the mob, that no Fatther outrage 
fhould | De committed until to-morrow ‘evening, that 
they might have the Board’s anfwer to the propo- 
{els ; wh you are to.exprefs the fame in the. moft. 
ull and clear manner.—You fhall foon hear further 
from me, on the fubje&t. of our converfation lait 


night. Iam, &c. 
(Signed) Jehn Robinfon. 


ee 





Copy of a Letter froi: the Colletic 
Botton, zo the Chairman, J 
Seis 
K 7 E beg leave to inform you, in anfwer to 
your letter, that the propofal made to us. 
on ‘behalf of Mr. Titacotk. is, that the floop Li- 
berty that has been feized, and now under the pro- 
tection of the Romney Man.of War, fhall be. re- 
turned to Mr. Hancock’s wharf, and fuffered to: 
lie there, till. the affair is iffued in the Court of 
Admiralty, and that he, Mr. Hancock, will give 
fecurity, that the faid floop fhall be at forth-com- 
ing, and re-delivered to us, in café the decree fhall, 
bed in our favour. 

The fubftance of the feveral informations we have 
had, refpe€ting the ftipulations in behalf of the 
mob, is, that a defien was formed and concerted, 
for a general infurr ection or affembly laft night, Pa 
in confequence thereof, large numbers of people 
were actually gathered together, and regular ly 
formed into parties under their refpective leaders, in 
feveral parts of the town. That the. reafon given. 
for this proceeding was, to oblige, by force, thole 
concerned in the feizure to return the floop Liberty 
to the wharf from whence fhe had been taken. As 
the confequence of that attempt might. have been a. 
seneral. 
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general otitrage, or perhaps a pillage of every per- 
Jon concerned in the Cuftoms; and of thofe who are 
accounted their friends and abettors; it has alarmed 
feveral gentlemen of the town, and induced them to 
make the propofal above-mentioned, for returning: 
the floop to Mr. Eancock’s wharf ; and to give 
time for a negotiation to that purpoie, it was ftipu- 
Isted with the principal leaders and managers of the 
nob, that no farther outrages fhould be committed, 
but that the people fhou'd remain quiet till Monday 
night, which was the longeft term that could be 
obtained cf them. 

it appears evident to us, that a plan for an infur- 
rection, of a very dangerous aid extenfive nature, 
has long been in agitation, and now brought nearly 
to acrifis; and that to put it in execution, there 
was only wanting fome ftep to be taken by the 
Officers of the Cuftoms, that might be made a 
handle of to inflame the minds of the people, whicli 
this feizure has furnifhed them with. 

Upon the whole we can only obferve; that as the 
powers of government in this country, are in {0. 
weak and enervated a ftate, and the mob, by what 
we can learn, determined upon their point, we 
fhouid confider it as a meafure of policy, in the 
prefent dilemma, to take Mr. Hancock’s fecurity; 
and releafe the floop for the prefervation of the 
officers, and tranquillity.of the town, which we 
have reafon to believe would otherwife be ereatly 
endangered, 

We are, Sir, with great refpect, 
Your moft obedient and moft humble fervants, 


R 


of. Harrifon, Colle&or. 
Bofton, Tune 12. 1768. J “ 
> J Jeviecd Benj? Hallowell, Compe. 


Yo the honourable John Robinfon, Eig; 
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Gentlemen, 
iB confequence of the intelligence you have given 
us, we think it abfolutely neceflary to direct you 
to convey all the money in your cuftody belonging 
to the Crown, in the boat herewith fent you, in 
order that it may be depofited in the Romney for 
fafe cuftody. 


Romney, June 13,1768. John Robinfon, 
Monday, threeo’clock in Signed? Henry Hulton, 
the morning. Wm. Burch. 


To the Collector and Comptroller, Bofton. 








Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard to the Com- 
miffioners of the Cuftoms. ? 
Council-chamber, June 13, 1768, Forenoon. 
Gentlemen, 
A VING communicated your Letter of the 
12th inftant to the Council, they ‘obferve 
with concern, that you fay, “ that no immediate 
“< meafures were taken in Council for fecuring the 
peace of the town, though there was the ftrongeft 
<< reafon to expect further violences ,” they cannot 
but be apprehenfive, that this fentence, if it fhould 
pafs unnoticed, muff tend to charge them with a 
neglect of their duty, in not advifing me to take 
proper meafures for preferving the peace of the 
town; they therefore have defired me to acquaint 
you, that, during the fitting of the Council on 
Saturday morning, fo far from their having the 
trongeft reafon to expect further violences, there 
was no reafon at all given for fuch. expectation, and 
there was no apprehenfion, either in the Governor or 
‘Council, of an immediate danger of further vie- 
lences: It was therefore the general opinion, that 
they might take time to afcertain the facts of the 
riot on Friday evening, before they proceeded to 
order the bringing the offenders to juftice, or to 
prevené 
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prevent the like offences for the future. I have 
this morning informed them of the prefent appre- 
-henfions of further violences, and they are now 
taking the fame into confideration. 
Iam, Gentlemen, &c. 

(Signed) FRA, BERNARD. 

To the Hon. the Commifiioners of the Cuftoms. 





Copy of the Commiffioners Letter to Capt. Corner, - 


dated Romney, Fune 13, 1768. 


S IR, 

fr S the officers op the Cuftoms, and our fervants 
‘% ‘in Bofton, ar xpoied to the uti nips outrages 
front the intense of the people, we defire you 
would afford fhelter on board his Majefty’ s fhip 
under your command, to fuch of them as may take 

the benefit of that protection, and you will pleate 
to iffue orders for their being received and victual- 
led. We are, ‘&c. 





Benry Fulton, 
To Capt. Corner, Com- | J. Temple, 
mander of his Majefty’s Signed? W. Burch, 
fhip the Romney. Cha. Paxten, 

- J. Robinfon. 





Copy of a Letter from the Coin iffioners of the Cuftoms 
in Botton, to Goverior Bernard. 








SIR, 
HEN a Excelle ency met in Council lait 
+ Saturday, we were in hopes to have heard 


that effectual meafures would have been taken to- 
aid and protect us, and.our officers, ill Ca rrying on 
the fervice of the revenue, and for preierving “the 
peace of the town ; but we were muca ae zed to 
find, that a’ Committee was only appointed to 
afcertain the facts.attending the tumult of the pre- 
ceding 


Faeroe tr ere 
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ceding night,’ and that your Council was not to fit 
again till this day. 

On Saturday afternoon, finding ourflves utterly 
infecure in town, the major part of us were obliged 
to feek for an afylum where we now fit as a Board, 
being perfuade i of the danger of attempting to pro- 
ceed in our duty in town. 

The diforders of the town, we are forry to ob; 
Jerve, are increafing to fuch an enormous pitch, 
as to give it the appearance more of an infurreGtion 
than a riot ; and we find ourfelyes obliged to apply 
to your Excellency, to grant us fuch aid and pro- 
tection, as may enable us and our officers to pro- 
ceed in our duty: and that we may be in fome 
degree enabled to judge, whether the aid and pro- 
tection you will think proper to grant, will be ade- 
quate to the diftrefles and embarraffed {tate ‘of the 
fervice, we mutt requeft, that you will let us 
know, what kind of aid and protection we may. 
expect to receive. . 
aa Henry Hulton, 

;. J.Fempte, 
Signed < Wm. Burch, 
Cr Pata 
L J. Robinfon: 
On board his Majetty’s thip 
Romney, June 13, 1768.’ 


Jamaica-Plains, Fune 13, 1768, 
Gentlemen, | 
iH AM very forry, that you think yourielves fo _ 
much in danger in Bofton, as to make it unfafe 
for you to refide there. As you judge it neceffary 
to your fecurity to refort to the Caftle, I hereby in- 
clofe orders to the Captain of the Caftle to receive 
you and your families, and the Officers of your 
we ae Ne Ba Roard, 
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Board, end to accommodate you there, and to give 
you all the protection and fecur: ty In his power. 
I am, Aas Selah » your gt (t obedient t humble 
servant, FRA. BERNARD. 
To the Honourable the ae eerste 
ners of His Majefty’s Cuftoms. 


Bofton, 13th Fune, 1768. 
Gentlemen, 
N anfwer to that part of your letter of this day 
wherein you defire mie to erant yee: fach aid eh 
protection as my, enable you and your SP mcg to 
proceed in your duty; I can only inform you, that, 
aiter feyeral hours deliberation of the pects of 
taking fome meafures to preferve the peace of the 
town, and what thofe meafures fhould be, the 
Catigelt have come to a refolution, that as there 
appears to be no immediate danger of further 
violence, they are of opinion, that it would be bett 
to refer this matter to the confiderztion of a Com- 
mittee of both houfes; I therefore cannot at prefent 
let you know, what kind of aid and proteétion you 
may expect to veceive. 
IF am, Gentlemen, your moft obedient humble 
Servant, FRA. BERNARD. 
‘Fo the Honourable the Commiffio- 
ners of his Mayefty’s Cuftoms. 


Copy of a Letter to the Commiffioners, from the ColleStor 
ana Comptroller of Ree: dated on board the 
Romney, 14th Zune, 1768. 

Honourable Sirs, 

HE depofit ions, W which we laid before your 

(shee on the 11th inftant, concerning the 
outrageous manner in which we were attacked and 
treated on the preceeding evening, after making 


oe) 


feizure of the floop. Libe: rty belonging to Mr. Han. 
cock, will beft defcribe what happened on that oc- 
I 4 calion, 
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cafion. And by our Letter o a the 12th your Honours 
will have obferved the med temper of the peo- 
ple, and the 1 tad ns that were demanded for a 
truce until the Monday; after which period they 
feemed determined to take their own meafures for 
redrefs. ‘he event however has manifefted that the 
peace and tra nquillity: of the town was not the object 
they meant to feek after, for no affurance was ient 
on the part of Mr. Hancock, either verbally or in 
writing, that he would agree to any lapuleanae for 
the re-deliver y of the floop; and we are of ppueion, 
that it, was no part of their defign to let co this plea 

for breaking out into open violence, 
After the rufan treatment we had experienced 
Ff evening, mer ely for executing our duty, 


onthe § tes: 
the ftipulation broke through, knowing the perverfe- 


o ae) S a a 


nefs of the spaniel and the temper ‘of the times, 

our lives threatned, and he -aring that even your Ho- 
j0urs ha been obliged to feck refuge on board his 
Majefty’s fhip in the it rbour, our own fafeties be- 


Ip 1 
came a confideration of a very ferious nature. The 
Collector has had an intimation, that he would be 
laid hold of by way of reprizals; and the inveteracy 
againit t the Cots iptroller is {9 general and confirmed, 
that they have both been obliged to leave the town, 
and feek for an afylum from the fury of a diftraéted 
and enraged niultitude. 

The bufinefs of the Colle€tor is left in charge of 
his Deputy Mr. Sheaf re, and the Comptroller’ s with 
his Clerk,’'t both capable of duly executing their re- 


{pective offices, fo ORE as any Officer belonging to 


e 


the Cuftoms fhali be fuffered’to remain in this place. 
But it is with yee das concern that we acquaint your 
Honours, or Ww hat we hear repeatedly from all 


quarters, which 183 that a general fpirit of infur- 
rection prevails, not only in th e town, but through- 
out the whole provinces; and when we reflect on 


What 
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what has paffed. before, we fear it has too much the 
Sir of truth. 
We are,” &c. 
(Signed) Jos. Harrifon 
Benj. Hallowell. 


Copy of .a Letter from the Honorable the Commiffioners 
of the Cuffoms at Bolton, to Commodore tood. 
SIR, 
Finding it utterly impoffible to carry on the bu- 
i finels of the Revenue in the town of Bofton 
from the outrageous behavior of the people, who 
. grofsly abufed and wounded the Collector, and 
Comptroller, and other Officers in the execution-of 
their duty, on the 10th inftant, and itil continue to 
threaten their and our lives, we took fhelter on 
board his Majefty’s {hip Romney, and defired Cap- 
tain Corner to put us on fhore at Caftle- Wiliam, 
where we now are, and at our requeft Captain 


Corner will continue near to the Caftle for our, 


protection. 

The ferment amongft the people has greatly en- 
creafed fince the roth inftant, and we are perfuaded, 
that their leaders will urge them to the moft violent 
meafures, even to open revolt; for one of their De- 
magooues in a town-meceting yefterday, faid, if they 
were called on to defend their Liberties and Pri- 
vileges, he hoped and believed they would one and 
all refift, even unto blood, 

What fteps the Governor and his Council may 
take we cannot tell; but having applied to them, 


we have not received any affurances of protection; , 


and we are perfuaded the Governor will not apply 
for troops without the advice of his Council ; which 


meafure we do not imagine they will recommend ; 
and we now write, Sir, to acquaint you of the very 


od +t {., Fy @ {" +], + “oY Roai{t s } . {4 re +3 
alarming ftate of things in Bolton, and to delire you 
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will give us fuch fu Eth Proneghiars as you: may 
be able to afford us in the prefent exigency. 
Weare, ac. 
(Signed) Hen. Hulton 


J. Temple 
Caftle Williath, Botton Har- William Burch 
bour, 15 June 7768. Char. Paxten 
John Rebinfen. 


Samuel Hood, Efq; 


[4 Copy of the foregoing Letter was fent to his Ex- 
cellency General Gage, at New York, and to Co- 
lonel Dalrymple, at Halifax. ] 


Bofton, 14th fune 1768, 6 o'clock, P. M. 
Honourable Gentlemen, 
fT three o'clock thifs afternoon there was a 
& very numerous meeting of the inhabitants of 
the town of Bofton at Faneuil Hall, when James 
Otis, Efg. was pide Moderator. But before he 
came to the Hall; a motion was made to exclude 
the tide waiters from being prefent, feveral of them 
being then in the meeting, but ’twas objected to as 
having no right, to fuch a proceeding, and that it 
would be beft, every one fhould hear what was to 
be offered. When the Moderator came; he was 
ufhered into the Hall by an almoft univerfal clap 
of hands. By this time the Hall being quite full, 
and a great number being outfide, the meeting was 
adjourned from the Hall to Dr. Sewall’s meeting- 
houfe, as being much larger for that purpofe. The 
ie of the meeting houfe were foon opened, and 
the people crowded in, when filence being called, 
a motion was made, that a paper in the hands of 
one of the Select men might be read, which was a 
petition of the inhabitants of the-town of Bofton, to 
his Excellency Governor Bernard, in which was 
reprefented 
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reprefented the difficulties and burthens the town 
labours under; uy particular with regard to his 
Majefty’s fhip Romney, now in our Harbour, and 
praying his E xcellency would cause the faid fhip to 
be removed; and a Committee of twenty-one per- 
{ons was chofen to wait on his Excellency the Go- 
vernor immediately, at Sis feat at Roxbury, with 
the aforefaid petition, and the faid Committee are 
gone accordingly. In’ the faid petition ial ag 
was alfo made of the unlinsited power of the Board 
of Commiffioners, and other grievances); notwith- 
ftanding little ete! was faid about the Board ef Com- 
m iMioners, or the riot that | appanct lait Friday 
evening, A motion was then made, that the meet- 
ing be ‘adjourned till t@ morrow afternoon 4 0’clock, 
which was agreed to By a larce maj jority, the Mo- 
derator firft making a fpeech to the inhabitants, 
ftrong! y recommending eace and good ord er, and 
the grievance the “people labour under mie ght in 
time "be removed; if not, and we were cal! ats on to 
defend our Liberties and Privileges, he hoped and 
believed we fhould one and all refitt eyen unto 
Blood; but, at the fame time, prayed Almighty 
God it might never fo happen. After the meeting, 
people’s minds feemed fomewhat eafy. All. inac- 
curacies we hope will be overlooked, and thall take 
due care to inform you, honourable Gentlemen, of 
every thing in our power conducive to his M: ajefty’ s 
fervice, which it rever has been, and we humbly 
beg leave to fay, ever fhall be, our fincere with at 
leatt j 1s fo to do. 
Caer 
who was on board of his Majetty’s fhip 
Romney in the forenoon. 
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Extraét of a Letter. from a Gentleman of charafter, 
dated Botton, Fune 14th, 1768, 

Sir, 

x‘ ft I tte this morning delivered your 
VE ind eae I am fincerely forry for the 
#1 behaviour of the people, which muft terminate 
in “i ruin and dettronctions ——— There certainly is, 
among fome of the moft wickec ane abandoned, a 
fertlea fcheme to oppofe even the King’s troops 
landing, if that fhould be attempted, and they are 
endeavouring to get the cou ntry to join in that moit 
rofligate and vile undertaking; however, I think 
it is beyond all doubt, but thofe of property and 
the better fort of people among us, will difcounte- 
nance fuch intolerable madnefs ; ; aaa will, notwith- 
franding the malicious and unreafonable efforts of a 
few, loft to all fenfe of gratitude to their Mother 
country, defperate in their fostuness and in-fhort 
devoid.of all ‘principles except fuch as are peculiar 
to Devils, exert themfelves againft fuch a _meature, 
as foon as they dare act in confor mity to their own 
judgment. 

It is my opinion, t that the e pr romoters of the pre- 
fent evils are ready to unmafk, and openly difcover 
their long and latent defien to rebel, and if-poffible, 
to involve this miferable country in bloed and her- 
ror. Heaven avert the evil! To commit to wri- 
ting the various methods, by which they delude 
the ignorai nt, and perfuade the vicious, would. be 
extremely tedious; but in general, nothing is left 
undone to accomplith both. 

One of their grand objects is to fpread the infec- 
tion, and sce bring all the Colonies to the very 
verge Of a eral.revalt; if they are difappointed 
in this, he ir rage é&s will drop of courfe. 

{ fill am, and will continue to be, Dear Sir, 
Your fincere friend, and moit obedient Servant. 
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Extra of a be from a Gentleman well ac- 
quainted with the ftate of the town of Botton. 

Dear Sir, 

T is with the utmoft concern that I obferve a 
er reat uneafinefs, and unufual athens in» the 
minds of the people in general; have much erieve 
at se public abules of ent oreat perfonages ¢ among 
us, who; to fay no more, have merited very dit- 
ferent treatment. Much might be faid on thit 
head ; but to Purine what was more immediately 
in my mind; I don’t know, but fear, that the up- 
roar of Friday night is but a prelude ,of greater 
difturbances: and, Sir, as my regards for you are 
unfeigned, I would jut hint wh at 1 have noticed 
from the feveral quarters, 8c. The People, as 
a ee are exceedingly averfe to. the Gentlemen 
of the Honourable Board of Commiffioners.—1i 
have heard your name oftenetft mentioned.—I! have 
obviated many things, and aie! ibe others, to 
the utmoft of my poor ab biliti 25,—I know that thet 
convulfions among thefe pe cop ale muit give you ull- 
eafinefs: but rouie your phi ulef ti 
will be more confufion; though ‘Ido but ouic els. ee 
J amin no fecret: yet, at the fame time, he that 
runs may read, that, witho “ forne fpeedy inter = 
fition, a great ftorm will arife; which God avert 
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I am, 


(A. true copy.) 
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Mo. OM OR ha ae 


COMMISSIONEKS of the CUSTOMS 
IN 
NOOR T A- AM EB Re Oe 


PUL VY rai, 1968 ; 
AND PAPERS THEREUNTO ANNEXED. 


Copy of a Letter from the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms 
at Bofton, to the Lords Commiffioners of his Maz 
Jeey’s Treasury. 

May it pleafe your Lor< thips, 
N our Memorial of the 16th of June, we repre~ 
fented the fituation we were then in, and. laid 
before your Lordfhips fundry papers relative there- 
to, and our proceedings thereon; and we now tran{- 
mit copies of letters we received from General 

Gage at New-York, and Commodore Hood and 

Colonel Dalrymple at Halifax, in anfwer to our 

letters, copies of which were inclofed in the fore- 

mentioned papers. 

His Majefty’s thip Romney, and floops the 
Beaver and Senegal, with two fchooners, are now 
in this harbour; and this protection, afforded us by 
Commodore Hood, has been thé moft feafonable, 
as, without them, we fhould not have confidered 
oufielves in fatety, nor his Majefty’s Caftle fecured 
from falling inte the hands of the people. 


The 
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The inconveniencies we are ex rpoled to we bear 
with chearfuln ag ee beg leave to affure your 
Lordhi ips, that no dif ficulties fhall abate our, .zeal 
in the fervice : -but it is impoffible for us to fet foot 


in Bofton, until there are two or three regiments 


in the town, to reftore and ees Government : 
we further reprefent, that the Caftle being fituated 
a imall ifland in the Bay, about a league from 
“the town, will render our fituation, any lon, nger than 
the fummer months, infupportable, We scion 
pray your Lordfhips, that orders may be given for 
our refidence and protection before the winter. 
Which is humbly fubmitted, 


Caftl-William, John Robinfon,. 


den. Hultor 
Bofton. Harbour, | Z Hi wie 
uith July 1768. Wm. Burch, 


Cha. Paxton. 


[lt may bere be obferved, that at the commencement 
of this Board of Commiffioners, a reiies of thems 
confidered tt uecefary for all the members to fien Lae 


Letters and Memorials to the Treafury as foould be 


agreed on by the majox part. Accordingly it became 


a r rele, that the sobole foould fign whatever was fo: 


agreed on, notwithftanding the diffent of any indi- 

vidual. This (it is faid) was very reluctantly com- 
pled with by one of them, who immediately applied 
to the Treafury to be inftruéted whether uch Signing 
was indifpenfibly necefary. The anfwer was in the 


negative : fince which, that member (we are well: 


affured ) has witheld bis fignature from all Letters, 
Memorials and Papers be in confcience thought 
wrong : and. that be took the precaution by writing 
bome to -fet afide the effect of bis fignature to ail 
fuch as went forward, before be had obtained. the 
fenfe of the Treafury upon that matter. ], 

Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from General Gage to the Commi/- 





~ 


Sioners of the Cuftoms at Botton, dated New-York, 
Sune 21, 1768. 
Gentlemen, 


Am fincerely concerned to learn by your Letter 

of the 15th inftant, delivered to me by Mr. 
Elliot, Collector of this Port, that the turbulent 
ftate of affairs in the city of Bofton has laid you 
under the neceflity to take fhelter at Caftle-Wil- 
liam, and to have occafion for the aid of his Ma- 
jefty’s forces. 

My inclination would lead me to order troops to 
march immediately for your protection; but you 
mutt be fenfible that it would be highly improper 
in,me to order troops into a Province for the pur- 
pofe of quelling riots, unlefs application fhould be 
firft made to that end by the civil power. 

I have yet heard nothing on this fubject from 
Governor Bernard, who muft be beft acquainted 
with the fituation of affairs in his Province, and 
the propereft judge how far fuch a meafure would 
be expedient and neceflary, 

The moment he applies to me for the aid of the 
King’s forces to fupport his Majefty’s government 
on this or any other occafion, they fhall move to 
his affiftance with as much. difpatch as it fhall 
be poffible for them to do, and as many of them 
as he can in reafon demand. 

I have the honour to be with great regard, 

Gentlemen, &c. (Signed) THO. GAGE. 
Commiffioners of his 
Majefty’s Cuftoms 
North-America. 
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Copy of a Letier from Commodore Fiood to the honour- 
able Commiffiouers of bis Majefty’s Cuftoms at 
Botton, 


Gentlemen, 


if Have. received your two letters of the 13th and 

18th, and. am very forry affairs at Bofton wear 
fo, unpleafant-ah afpect; I have ordered the Beaver 
to return.immediately as well as the Saint Lawrence 
{chooner; and if you think further.Naval Force 
efic jentially neceflary for carrying on the King’s bu- 
finels, I fhall be happy in fending i it to the utmoft 
of my Power on the firft a : application ; at prefent I 
have only a forty gun fhip wholly unrigged and 
under repair; but am in | daily expectation of three 
or four. 


L am; &ci 
(Signed) SAMUEL HOOD, 


Commiffioners be 
Cultoms Bofton. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Dalrymple, to the 
bono eer the Commi ffi toners of the Cuftoms at 


Bofton, dated at Halifax, June 23d, 1768, 


Gentlemen, 
PYAHE immediate rettirn of his Majefty’s thip 
f 


i Beaver, only allows me to acknowledge the 
honour of the Letter from your honourable Board. 
dated June i5th, as well as the receipt of fine 
other P apérs occafioned by the late outrageous pro- 
ceedings: at Bofton. 

My feelings as a’man joined with thofe of a fer- 
the Crown, are deep! y affected on this oc 
cafion 3 
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cafion; and 1 am very unhappy at not being able 
to give you inftant and effectual relief; but the 
Board may rely entirely on my performing the part 
that my fituation enables me to do, which isthe 
holding ready at a minute’s warning the whole of 
the troops under my command, to act in obedience 
to any orders, or in compliance with any requifitions 
given or fignified to me by my fuperiors; and I 
truft, that, fhould there be unhappily occafion, the 
force here is more than fufficient to compel allthofe ~ 
who fhall dare to refift lawful authority, to aét in a 
manner more becoming good fubjects. | 
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I fhall at all times efteem it honour to prove 
myfelf, Gentlemen, | 


Your moft humble and moft obedient fervant, 


(Signed) W. DALRYMPLE. 


A true copy, 
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